
Pakistan, America, and the Future of the
Global Jihad
Since the 9/11 attacks in 2001, the relationship between Pakistan and the United
States has been crucial in combating terrorism and ensuring global security.
Pakistan, located at the crossroads of South Asia, has faced numerous
challenges in dealing with extremist elements within its borders, while the United
States has been at the forefront of the fight against terrorism worldwide.

The relationship between Pakistan and America has been complex, marked by
both cooperation and mistrust. Pakistan, historically, has been a key ally of the
United States in the region, particularly during the Cold War era. However, the
discovery of Osama bin Laden in Pakistan in 2011, hiding near a military
stronghold, raised questions about Pakistan's commitment to combating
terrorism.

Despite these challenges, both nations understand the importance of working
together to counter the threat of global jihad. The United States has provided
significant financial and military assistance to Pakistan over the years to support
counterterrorism efforts. However, critics argue that this aid has not always been
effectively utilized and that Pakistan's security forces have maintained
questionable ties with various militant groups.
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Pakistan, a nuclear-armed nation, is a hotbed of jihadist movements that not only
threaten the region but also pose a risk to global security. Organizations like al-
Qaeda, the Taliban, and ISIS find refuge and support within Pakistan's tribal
areas. The porous borders, rugged terrain, and weak governance structures
make it difficult for Pakistan's security forces to root out these extremist elements
entirely.

Furthermore, Pakistan's long-standing tensions with neighboring India further
complicate the situation. The rivalry between these two nuclear powers has
resulted in a perpetual state of insecurity in the region, with extremist groups
exploiting the grievances and engaging in acts of violence. It is essential for
Pakistan and America to address these underlying issues effectively to ensure
long-term stability.

The future of the global jihad is not limited to Pakistan and America alone. It
requires a comprehensive approach involving regional powers such as China,
Russia, and Iran. Cooperation among these nations is crucial in dismantling
global jihadist networks, cutting off their financial support, and addressing the root
causes of radicalization.
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One of the key challenges in countering the global jihad is the propagation of
extremist ideologies through various channels, including the internet.
Radicalization and recruitment happen online, where individuals are exposed to
extremist narratives and propaganda. It is imperative for Pakistan and America to
collaborate on counter-narrative strategies and invest in deradicalization
programs to prevent the spread of terrorist ideologies.

Additionally, efforts must be made to address the socio-economic factors that
contribute to the radicalization of individuals. Poverty, unemployment, and lack of
education create fertile ground for extremist ideologies to thrive. By addressing
these underlying issues and promoting social inclusion, Pakistan and America
can work together to reduce the recruitment and appeal of global jihadist
movements.

Another critical aspect in countering the global jihad is disrupting the financing of
terrorist organizations. Pakistan has made progress in cracking down on illegal
money transfers and freezing the assets of individuals and organizations involved
in financing terrorism. However, more needs to be done, and closer collaboration
with the United States can significantly enhance these efforts.

The role of Pakistan's military and intelligence agencies in combating terrorism
cannot be undermined. However, transparency and accountability are essential
for building trust and confidence among the international community. This can be
achieved through increased cooperation in intelligence sharing, joint
investigations, and robust oversight mechanisms.

, the relationship between Pakistan and America in countering the global jihad is
of utmost importance for global security. Both nations must overcome their
differences, address the existing challenges, and work together to ensure the
eradication of extremist elements. By focusing on comprehensive



counterterrorism strategies, fostering regional cooperation, promoting social
inclusion, and disrupting terrorist financing, Pakistan and America can pave the
way for a brighter and safer future for the world.
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Pakistan and the United States have been locked in a deadly embrace for
decades. Successive American presidents from both parties have pursued
narrow short-term interests in the South Asian nation, and many of the resulting
policies proved counterproductive in the long term, contributing to political
instability and a radicalized public. This background has helped set the stage for
the global jihad confronting much of the world today.

In Deadly Embrace, Bruce Riedel explores the forces behind these
developments, explaining how and why the history of Pakistan-U.S. relations has
unfolded as it has. He explains what the United States can do now to repair the
damage and how it can avoid making similar mistakes in dealing with extremist
forces in Pakistan and beyond.

Riedel is one of America's foremost authorities on U.S. security, South Asia, and
terrorism, and he helped to craft President Obama's 2009 speech referring to the
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Pakistan-Afghanistan borderlands as the "most dangerous region of the world."
He follows up The Search for al Qaeda, his influential 2008 analysis of the terror
network's ideology and leadership, with a sober, authoritative, and sometimes
alarming look at the history, importance, and current role of Pakistan, epicenter of
the global jihad movement, beginning with the history of U.S.-Pakistan relations
since the partitioning of the subcontinent in 1947.

The relationship between Pakistan and America is a fascinating yet muddled
story, meandering through periods of friendship and enmity, symbiosis and
distrust: it's no wonder that people in both nations are confused. Deadly Embrace
explains how the United States, on several occasions, actually helped the foes of
democracy in Pakistan and aided in the development of the very enemies it is
now fighting in the region. The book seeks to unravel this paradox, revealing and
interpreting the tortuous path of relations between two very different nations,
which remain, in many ways, stuck with each other.
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