
Pakistan, the United States, and the Secret
Trade in Nuclear Weapons: Unraveling a
Dangerous Network
Nuclear weapons have been a source of controversy and global concern for
decades. The efforts to control nuclear proliferation have mostly been focused on
preventing rogue states or terrorist groups from acquiring such destructive power.
However, history has shown that even countries considered allies can engage in
covert activities to advance their own nuclear ambitions.

One such case that left the world stunned was the secret trade in nuclear
weapons between Pakistan and the United States. This article delves into the
intricate web of deception, international politics, and the dangers posed by this
clandestine collaboration.

The Genesis of Pakistan's Nuclear Program

Understanding Pakistan's nuclear program requires going back to the late 1970s.
The geopolitical dynamics of the region, with India already acquiring nuclear
capabilities, compelled Pakistan to pursue a nuclear deterrent of its own. Driven
by the fears of an asymmetrical power balance, Pakistan embarked on a path
that would eventually lead to the creation of a secret network.
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The mastermind behind Pakistan's nuclear program was Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan,
a metallurgist with expertise in uranium enrichment. In the early 1970s, Dr. Khan
was working at the European uranium enrichment consortium Urenco. It was
during this time that he clandestinely acquired blueprints and enrichment
technology, laying the foundation for Pakistan's nuclear ambitions.

The United States' Role: A Faustian Bargain

The collaboration between Pakistan and the United States traces back to the
Cold War era when the United States saw Pakistan as a strategic bulwark against
the Soviet Union. In exchange for Pakistan's support in combating communism in
Afghanistan, the United States turned a blind eye to Pakistan's nuclear pursuits.
This created a paradoxical relationship, where an ally engaged in covert nuclear
activities with US tacit approval.

The Nuclear Walmart: The Khan Network

Dr. Khan's network, often referred to as the "Nuclear Walmart," operated as a
vast black market nuclear arms bazaar. With the help of a global network of
scientists and suppliers, the Khan Network provided nuclear know-how,
components, and technology to countries willing to pay the price.

The extent of the network's activities started unraveling in 2003 when Libya
abandoned its nuclear program and disclosed that it had been acquiring
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technology from the Khan Network. This revelation sent shockwaves across the
international community, prompting investigations into the network's activities and
connections.

Implications and Fallout

The revelation of the Pakistan-US nuclear collaboration and the operations of the
Khan Network had far-reaching implications. It raised concerns about the broader
issue of nuclear proliferation and the inadequacy of existing control measures.

One of the most significant consequences was the impact on US-Pakistan
relations. The United States had granted Pakistan billions of dollars in military
and economic aid, assuming that those resources would be utilized to counter
extremism and support stability in the region. However, the discovery of
Pakistan's clandestine nuclear activities undermined this trust and severely
strained the relationship.

Moreover, the Khan Network's activities exposed the vulnerabilities of the
international non-proliferation regime. The existing safeguards provided by
organizations such as the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) were
unable to prevent the network from operating for decades, highlighting the urgent
need for stronger measures and enhanced international cooperation.

Lessons Learned and Future Prospects

The trade in nuclear weapons orchestrated by Pakistan and facilitated by the
United States serves as a stark reminder of the complexity and dangers
associated with the widespread availability of such destructive technology.

Enhanced international cooperation, strengthened non-proliferation measures,
and greater transparency among nations are essential in preventing similar



clandestine networks from flourishing. It is crucial to learn from past mistakes and
ensure that nuclear ambitions are pursued in a responsible and transparent
manner, with the ultimate goal of global peace and security.

The Pakistan-US secret trade in nuclear weapons has exposed the flaws in the
international system of regulating nuclear proliferation. It underscores the urgent
need for greater transparency, enhanced international collaboration, and more
robust control mechanisms. The world must strive to prevent the proliferation of
nuclear weapons and put an end to the dangerous clandestine networks that
threaten global security. Only through responsible actions and a collective
commitment to peace can we safeguard the future of humanity.

Disclaimer: This article is a work of fiction and does not represent actual events
or facts.
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The shocking, three-decade story of A. Q. Khan, Pakistan’s nuclear program, and
the complicity of the United States in the spread of nuclear weaponry.
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On December 15, 1975, A. Q. Khan — a young Pakistani scientist — stole top-
secret blueprints for a revolutionary new process to arm a nuclear bomb. His
original intention, and that of his government, was to provide Pakistan a counter
to India’s recently unveiled nuclear device. However, as Adrian Levy and
Catherine Scott-Clark chillingly relate in
their masterful investigation of the past thirty years, that limited ambition
mushroomed into the world’s largest nuclear smuggling network managed by the
Pakistani military and made possible, in large part, by aid money from the United
States, Saudi Arabia, and Libya, and by indiscriminate assistance from China.

More unnerving, the sales of nuclear weapons technology to Iran, North Korea,
and Libya, so much in the news today, were made with the ongoing knowledge of
the American government, for whom Pakistan has been seen as a crucial buffer
state and ally—first against the Soviet Union, now in the “war against terror.”
Every successive American presidency, from Jimmy Carter to George W. Bush,
has turned a blind eye to Pakistan’s nuclear activity—rewriting and destroying
evidence provided by its intelligence
agencies, lying to Congress and the American people about Pakistan’s intentions
and capability, and facilitating, through shortsightedness and intent, the spread of
the very weapons we vilify the “axis of evil” powers for having and fear terrorists
will obtain.

Deception puts our current standoffs with Iran and North Korea in a startling new
perspective. Based on hundreds of interviews in the United States, Pakistan,
India, Israel, Europe, and Southeast Asia, Deception is a masterwork of reportage
and dramatic storytelling by two of the world’s most resourceful investigative
journalists.
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