
Partisan News In An Age Of Choice:
Examining the Impact of Partisanship on
Media Consumption
With the rise of the internet and the increasing accessibility of information, the
way we consume news has drastically changed. Gone are the days when people
relied solely on traditional sources like newspapers and television. In today's
digital age, individuals have an abundance of options to choose from when it
comes to news sources. However, this newfound freedom of choice has also led
to a rise in partisan news outlets.

Partisan news refers to media organizations that have a clear bias towards a
specific political party or ideology. These outlets often prioritize promoting a
particular agenda instead of providing unbiased and objective reporting. This
phenomenon has become particularly prevalent in recent years, with news outlets
such as Fox News and MSNBC gaining significant popularity among their
respective audiences.

In a study conducted by the Chicago Studies in American Politics, researchers
aimed to understand the impact that partisan news consumption has on
individuals and their political beliefs. The study focused on the city of Chicago,
known for its diverse political landscape and media market.
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The Rise of Partisan News Outlets

In the past, major news organizations, such as CNN and CBS, were considered
trusted sources that aimed to provide objective reporting. However, as the media
landscape has evolved, the rise of partisan news outlets has challenged this
notion. These outlets attract a loyal base of viewers who seek to have their
existing beliefs reinforced rather than being presented with alternative
perspectives.

This trend can be attributed to a variety of factors, including the polarized political
climate and the increasing fragmentation of media. With the advent of social
media platforms, news consumers are exposed to a wide range of information
sources that cater to their specific interests and beliefs. This has created echo
chambers, where individuals only consume news that aligns with their
preconceived notions.

The Impact of Partisan News on Political Beliefs

The Chicago Studies in American Politics study found that individuals who
regularly consume partisan news are more likely to exhibit extreme political
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views. Moreover, these individuals have a higher tendency to dismiss opposing
viewpoints and engage in confirmation bias, seeking out information that confirms
their existing beliefs.

This polarization poses a significant challenge to democracy, as it hampers
informed decision-making and fosters a divisive political climate. When
individuals are no longer exposed to diverse viewpoints and are instead
presented with biased information, the potential for a constructive dialogue and
compromise diminishes.

The Role of News Literacy

One way to combat the influence of partisan news is to promote news literacy. It
is crucial for individuals to critically evaluate the sources of information they
consume, fact-check claims, and seek out multiple perspectives. News literacy
helps individuals become active participants in the media landscape rather than
passive consumers.

Furthermore, media organizations should emphasize the importance of unbiased
reporting and hold themselves accountable for providing accurate and reliable
information. Fact-checking and transparency should be prioritized to regain public
trust in the media.

In an age of choice, where individuals have access to a diverse array of news
sources, it is essential to be mindful of the impact that partisan news can have on
our political beliefs. The Chicago Studies in American Politics study highlights the
need for individuals to critically evaluate the information they consume and
remain open to opposing viewpoints.

By promoting news literacy and encouraging unbiased reporting, we can strive
towards a more informed and engaged citizenry. This, in turn, can help bridge the



political divide and foster a healthier and more constructive political discourse.
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We live in an age of media saturation, where with a few clicks of the remote—or
mouse—we can tune in to programming where the facts fit our ideological
predispositions. But what are the political consequences of this vast landscape of
media choice? Partisan news has been roundly castigated for reinforcing prior
beliefs and contributing to the highly polarized political environment we have
today, but there is little evidence to support this claim, and much of what we know
about the impact of news media come from studies that were conducted at a time
when viewers chose from among six channels rather than scores.

Through a series of innovative experiments, Kevin Arceneaux and Martin
Johnson show that such criticism is unfounded. Americans who watch cable news
are already polarized, and their exposure to partisan programming of their choice
has little influence on their political positions. In fact, the opposite is true: viewers
become more polarized when forced to watch programming that opposes their
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beliefs. A much more troubling consequence of the ever-expanding media
environment, the authors show, is that it has allowed people to tune out the news:
the four top-rated partisan news programs draw a mere three percent of the total
number of people watching television.

Overturning much of the conventional wisdom, Changing Minds or Changing
Channels? demonstrate that the strong effects of media exposure found in past
research are simply not applicable in today’s more saturated media landscape.
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