
Politics In Pakistan: The Struggle For
Legitimacy

Politics in Pakistan has long been characterized by a fierce struggle for
legitimacy. With a history of military coups, political instability, and allegations of
corruption, the country's political landscape is a complex tapestry of competing
interests and power dynamics.
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The Birth of Pakistan

Pakistan emerged on the world map in 1947 as a result of the partition of India.
Led by Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founding father of the country, Pakistan was
envisioned as a democratic Muslim-majority nation. However, this vision was
soon challenged by deep-seated societal divisions and the country's inability to
establish a stable political system.
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Military Rule and Political Instability

Since its inception, Pakistan has witnessed multiple military coups and spells of
martial law. The first military takeover occurred in 1958 when Field Marshal Ayub
Khan seized power, establishing a 10-year period of military rule. Despite efforts
to consolidate power and introduce economic reforms, Ayub Khan's regime was
met with public discontent and protests.

Subsequent military interventions and political instability plagued Pakistan.
Generals like Zia-ul-Haq and Pervez Musharraf ruled the country for extended
periods, often justifying their actions as necessary for maintaining stability and
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national security. However, these periods of military rule were marked by curtailed
civil liberties, censorship, and human rights abuses.

Ethnic and Religious Divisions

Pakistan's struggle for legitimacy is further complicated by deep-rooted ethnic
and religious divisions. The country is a melting pot of diverse ethnicities,
languages, and sects, each vying for representation and recognition. Ethnic
tensions have often escalated into violence, such as the bloody conflicts in
Balochistan and Karachi.

Moreover, religious extremism has also posed a significant challenge to
Pakistan's legitimacy. The rise of fundamentalist groups and their involvement in
terrorist activities have tarnished the country's image and created a volatile
environment. Balancing the demands of secularism and religious conservatism
has proven to be a delicate tightrope act for Pakistani politicians.

Corruption and Accountability

Corruption has been a persistent issue in Pakistan's political landscape. High-
profile cases, such as the Panama Papers scandal, have exposed the
involvement of politicians and government officials in illicit activities. The lack of
accountability and the perception of a corrupt political elite have eroded public
trust and exacerbated the struggle for legitimacy.

The Road Ahead

Despite the challenges, Pakistan has made notable strides towards a more
democratic system in recent years. The 2018 general elections saw the peaceful
transfer of power from one civilian government to another, marking a significant
milestone in the country's democratic journey.



However, to truly establish legitimacy, Pakistan needs to address the root causes
of its political struggles. This includes promoting inclusivity, resolving ethnic and
religious tensions, combating corruption, and strengthening accountability
mechanisms. It requires concerted efforts from political leaders, civil society, and
the general public to build trust in democratic institutions and create a more
stable and prosperous future for Pakistan.

Politics in Pakistan is no easy feat. The struggle for legitimacy has shaped the
country's political landscape, making it a constant battle between different forces
and interests. From military rule to ethnic divisions and corruption, Pakistan faces
numerous challenges that hinder its journey towards a stable and democratic
nation. However, with perseverance and a collective commitment to change,
Pakistan has the potential to overcome these obstacles and pave the way for a
better future.
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Focusing on the problems associated with Pakistan's political development, this
book identifies and evaluates the factors that have determined the effectiveness
of the country's political institutions. Professor Hayes examines the relationship of

FREE

http://literaturelore.com/download-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvSlRPQ2hFdTl5dXAyY21vZEZRcnlVWEFHczAya2l4XC9ZYnkyaHVqMFRpRkVwb1lPYWlqaFFnQXlMaXc0VzJGMUVqRjBVZDZvcDJkUHQxdlNjTjJlS01nMFIzeUJmOHJhUVFNRFZCNU83NUtyWlFKU25id2xzdSthaEtVaHpweTNKNW9JUkZha2hCOENVcVd5SXFmam1qY2ZcL0RrYTVEbEcrbE5MbHNBZHBtTXBibktxTUhVMUR0UXViZVF1aFBJbSIsIml2IjoiNDhmY2EzNzk4ZGEwYzNkYzY4ODUwNjhlZDk3MDk5NzAiLCJzIjoiYWY5NjRmMWQ1MGE1MGIxMyJ9
http://literaturelore.com/download-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IldneVR0aGl4NTcrWkdheWJaekkwcVRMUjJ4eWNEMVJlVjdSdVE3b2JTNnJGYU5idmxpS094MmlvN2pjRVYwb1hTT2RuNiszMFJ6clNlOWduUFpVcXl6eVpEOUVwTHhGdHF4VTkzSnlzRFFqSFBkN2xKem9IXC9qbnVFRjlJakdick1YSlVubTdVRktDM1Rydzk3VE1hOExKNUFJRGZIdFdQMklRaHR2OWpPeEtPWTRFUUEwRmt0MzRaQzJnYUh3akYiLCJpdiI6IjhjM2YxNjk2NTRkNzNhY2MzZTMzY2RjNzM5MTlkZjA3IiwicyI6ImYyNDMzNTZmZTAwNjM3MGUifQ%3D%3D
http://literaturelore.com/download-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlpkUkhnQWpRQmRPbVN1YkZVb0dTNkVNTXhFSmx0MkFXZXVkc3pxSzdvXC83dVl6S29uelhiT2d0dmJTazhJVDNiNXN2RURkdW52OW1VdGhLcnkxQlFwRmRtQlhhVzA5NzVtU1wveTRZQkpwTXBKK0lNS3pFdWlIc1d0SzFuSjRXTldWRE5mSmx1bjI4RlFXK0ttYXNZNVZvV2NGSWRTdnl3eFhQemYxbUhteWUzdXlGRzRlRXRvQ0E5NWNJXC91SnZOZiIsIml2IjoiODVmZDc3MDc0NGI3ZDM2ZDgwODYxMzI0YmFlZDJkNTYiLCJzIjoiZjQ2Y2Q5NDQ5NzUwNjNmYSJ9


Islamic values to political organization and public policy and discusses the basic
features of the coun
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