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Pollution is not just a mere consequence of modern industrialization; it is a form
of colonialism that ravages both nature and humanity, disproportionately
impacting marginalized communities around the globe. In this insightful article,
renowned environmentalist and writer Ed Kociela highlights the correlation
between pollution and colonialist practices, shedding light on the hidden agenda
of profit-driven industries and governments.

: The Grievous Consequences of Pollution

Pollution has become a global epidemic, jeopardizing our planet's health and the
well-being of present and future generations. From polluted waterways and air
contaminated by toxic emissions to the mountains of waste suffocating our
landfills, the consequences of pollution are devastating. However, beneath the
surface, a much deeper and more insidious problem awaits discovery. Pollution is
the new face of colonialism, relentlessly exploiting vulnerable communities for the
benefit of the few.

Unveiling the Historical Roots of Environmental Oppression

To truly comprehend the correlation between pollution and colonialism, we must
first delve into history. Colonialism, with its devastating consequences on
indigenous populations, has never truly vanished. Instead, it has morphed into a
new form, capitalizing on the relentless drive for economic growth at any cost.
This neo-colonialism actively targets regions rich in natural resources, leading to



the pillaging of lands, pollution of water sources, and displacement of native
communities.
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Poisoned Lands and Profiteering Industries

The insatiable thirst for profit by multinational corporations and industrial
behemoths has turned our planet into a toxic wasteland. Communities living near
polluting industries bear the brunt of this environmental devastation, experiencing
higher rates of diseases, disproportionately affecting their health and well-being.
The image of impoverished neighborhoods surrounded by factories spewing
pollutants into the air is reminiscent of colonial exploitation, with profits being
prioritized over people's lives.

Environmental Racism: Polluting the Marginalized

Environmental racism, a subtle yet pernicious form of discrimination, is deeply
intertwined with the colonial roots of pollution. It is no coincidence that
marginalized communities, often consisting of indigenous people or people of
color, find themselves disproportionately affected by pollution. They are left to
bear the burden of environmental degradation, while those in power turn a blind
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eye. This systemic injustice perpetuates a cycle of exploitation that echoes the
colonial practices of the past.

The Imperative for Global Awareness and Change

Breaking the cycle of pollution as a form of colonialism requires global awareness
and a shared responsibility to combat its destructive consequences.
Governments must enforce stricter regulations, holding polluting industries
accountable for their actions. Grassroots movements and environmental activists
play a crucial role in shedding light on the injustices borne by marginalized
communities. By amplifying their voices and demanding change, we can
challenge the status quo and reclaim our environment from the grips of modern-
day colonialism.

Pollution is not a standalone issue but rather a symptom of a much larger
problem - the continuation of colonial practices under a different guise.
Recognizing pollution as a form of oppression is the first step towards dismantling
the systems that perpetuate it. By bringing attention to this pressing issue, we can
pave the way for a future where environmental justice prevails, and every
community has the right to a clean and sustainable future.
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In Pollution Is Colonialism Max Liboiron presents a framework for understanding
scientific research methods as practices that can align with or against
colonialism. They point out that even when researchers are working toward
benevolent goals, environmental science and activism are often premised on a
colonial worldview and access to land. Focusing on plastic pollution, the book
models an anticolonial scientific practice aligned with Indigenous, particularly
Métis, concepts of land, ethics, and relations. Liboiron draws on their work in the
Civic Laboratory for Environmental Action Research (CLEAR)—an anticolonial
science laboratory in Newfoundland, Canada—to illuminate how pollution is not a
symptom of capitalism but a violent enactment of colonial land relations that claim
access to Indigenous land. Liboiron's creative, lively, and passionate text refuses
theories of pollution that make Indigenous land available for settler and colonial
goals. In this way, their methodology demonstrates that anticolonial science is not
only possible but is currently being practiced in ways that enact more ethical
modes of being in the world.
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