
Pulling Chain And Raising Family Across Big
Oil Country
Living in the heart of Big Oil Country brings its own unique set of challenges and
rewards. From the rugged landscapes to the tight-knit communities, it's a lifestyle
that not everyone can handle. But for those who are willing to embrace the highs
and lows, it's an experience that can shape their lives in unimaginable ways.

Life in Big Oil Country

When you think of "Big Oil Country," images of oil rigs, vast fields, and towering
refineries immediately come to mind. And while these elements are certainly a
part of the landscape, there is so much more to this region than meets the eye.

With breathtaking landscapes stretching as far as the eye can see, Big Oil
Country offers a unique blend of beauty and industry. From the majestic
mountains and rolling hills to the pristine lakes and rivers, nature's wonders are
never far away. But alongside this natural beauty, there is a buzzing hive of
activity that powers the countless towns and cities scattered throughout the
region.
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Oilfields in Big Oil Country are the backbone of the local economy, providing
employment opportunities for thousands of workers. The work is hard,
demanding, and often unpredictable, but it's this very challenge that draws people
in. From operating heavy machinery to maintaining oil wells, the industry offers a
wide range of job opportunities for those willing to put in the effort.

Embracing the Challenges

Living in Big Oil Country means learning to adapt to the ever-changing nature of
the industry. Oil prices can fluctuate wildly, leading to booms and busts that can
affect the entire region. Families must be prepared to navigate through these
uncertainties, preparing themselves both financially and emotionally for the ups
and downs that come with the territory.

One of the most significant challenges faced by families in this region is the
constant relocation. As oilfields are discovered in different areas, workers may be
required to move frequently, uprooting their lives and settling in a new community.
This constant upheaval can be tough, particularly for families with young children
who have to adjust to new schools and make new friends.

However, this challenge also presents an opportunity for families to grow closer
and support each other during these transitions. The tight-knit communities in Big
Oil Country provide a support system for those going through similar experiences.
Neighbors become like family, always ready to lend a helping hand or provide a
listening ear.

Building a Life Across Generations
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For many families, the decision to live and work in Big Oil Country is not just
about the present but also about building a better future. The industry offers well-
paying jobs and opportunities for advancement, giving families the chance to
provide a comfortable life for themselves and future generations.

But it's not just about the financial benefits. The sense of camaraderie that comes
from working in such demanding conditions fosters a deep sense of resilience
and determination among the families. Children growing up in Big Oil Country
witness firsthand the value of hard work and dedication, instilling in them
important life lessons that will serve them well throughout their lives.

Moreover, the region's natural beauty provides a unique backdrop for families to
bond and create cherished memories. Camping trips, fishing outings, and hiking
adventures become regular activities, allowing families to immerse themselves in
the wonders of the great outdoors.

Living in Big Oil Country is not for the faint of heart. It requires a certain level of
adaptability, resilience, and a strong support network. But for those who embrace
the challenges, the rewards are unparalleled. Pulling chain and raising a family
across Big Oil Country means exposing oneself to a way of life that combines
natural beauty and industrial pursuits, creating a unique tapestry that will be
passed down through generations.
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In 1950, Ann was eighteen and Bob D twenty when he asked her to marry him
and hit the road for West Texas. They packed their station wagon, left home and
began a life of adventure together on Conoco's West Texas survey crew during
the 1950s oil boom. Five kids, twenty-one towns and thirteen years on the road--
Bob D and Ann's travels along the highways of West Texas are a portrait in a
landscape of oilfields, railroads and ranches. Layering local history with family
memoir, author Rebecca D. Henderson reveals a glimpse of mid-century West
Texas through her grandparents' adventures as a young couple raising children
on the road..
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