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The vast landscapes of South Texas are known for their thriving cattle ranches,
but what often goes unnoticed is the delicate balance between cattle and wildlife.
In recent years, landowners and conservationists have been working together to
develop effective quail management strategies that not only benefit the cattle
industry but also contribute to the preservation of native quail populations. This
article explores the perspectives on quail management in cattle country,
specifically focusing on South Texas.

The Importance of Quail in South Texas
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Quail are an integral part of the ecosystem in South Texas. The region is home to
various species of quail, including bobwhite quail (Colinus virginianus) and scaled
quail (Callipepla squamata). These birds play a crucial role in managing insect
populations, dispersing seeds, and providing food for other predators.
Additionally, quail hunting is a significant economic driver for the region, attracting
hunters from all over the country.
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Challenges Faced in Quail Management

Managing quail populations in cattle country comes with its fair share of
challenges. One of the primary obstacles is the loss of suitable habitat due to
agricultural practices and urban development. Cattle ranches often undergo land
transformations that minimize the availability of natural cover and food sources
for quail. Predation and extreme weather events also pose significant threats to
quail populations.

Collaborative Efforts for Quail Management
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Recognizing the importance of quail for ecological balance and economic
benefits, many landowners have embraced quail management as part of their
larger conservation strategies. They are working hand-in-hand with researchers,
agencies, and non-profit organizations to implement effective management
practices that cater to both cattle and quail.

One such organization leading the charge in quail management is the South
Texas Quail Coalition (STQC). STQC strives to promote the sustainable
management of quail populations through education, research, and outreach.
They offer educational workshops to ranchers, landowners, and hunters,
providing them with the knowledge and tools to implement quail-friendly practices
on their properties.

Quail-Friendly Practices in Cattle Country

There are several quail-friendly practices that landowners can incorporate into
their cattle management plans. These practices include:

1. Preserving native grasslands: Maintaining and restoring native grasslands
provide important nesting and foraging habitat for quail. Strategic grazing and
rotational grazing practices can help sustain grassland health while benefiting
both cattle and quail.

2. Providing water sources: Installing water sources such as small ponds or water
troughs can attract quail and other wildlife, ensuring they have a reliable water
supply throughout the year.

3. Establishing brush management zones: Creating brush management zones
can mimic the natural habitat structure preferred by quail. These areas can be
established by selectively thinning or removing certain types of brush cover.



4. Implementing predator control programs: Managing predators can help reduce
the predation pressure on quail populations. Landowners can implement trapping,
hunting, or predator exclusion measures to protect quail nests and broods.

Measuring Success

Monitoring quail populations and the impact of management practices is crucial
for assessing the effectiveness of quail management efforts. Landowners can
conduct surveys using methods like roadside counts, call playback surveys, or
employing trained bird dogs to estimate quail abundance. These data insights
can guide future management decisions and ensure the long-term sustainability
of both cattle ranching and quail populations.

In the ever-changing landscape of South Texas, quail management in cattle
country plays a vital role in maintaining the delicate balance between agriculture
and wildlife conservation. Through collaborative efforts and the adoption of quail-
friendly practices, landowners are creating a win-win situation for the cattle
industry and quail populations. The sustainability of these efforts not only ensures
the economic prosperity of the region but also preserves the natural beauty and
diversity of South Texas.
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In this completely revised Texas A&M University Press edition, Guthery and
coauthor Fidel Hernández have breathed new life into a classic work that for
more than twenty years has been teaching biologists, managers, and ranchers to
"think like a quail."

Updated with the latest research on quail habitat management, predator control,
and recent issues such as aflatoxin contamination, Hernández and Guthery help
land stewards understand the optimum conditions for encouraging and sustaining
quail populations while continuing to manage rangeland for cattle production.
Written in a style that is entertaining and easy to read, this book is, in Guthery’s
words, "meant to be kept on the dashboard of your pickup." More than 150
helpful photographs and figures, along with supporting tables, accompany the
text.

In his foreword to this edition of Beef, Brush, and Bobwhites, respected Texas
wildlife photographer Wyman Meinzer writes of how the calls of a covey of
bobwhites—or the unfortunate absence of those calls—can remind us "that
wildlife and habitat conservation is directly proportional to the quality of
stewardship that we bestow on the land."
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