
Rediscovering Korean Cinema Perspectives
On Contemporary Korea
When it comes to modern cinema, Korean films have been making tremendous
waves and capturing global attention. From heart-wrenching dramas to edge-of-
your-seat thrillers, South Korea's film industry has experienced a renaissance in
recent years. In this article, we will delve into the various aspects of Korean
cinema and its impact on contemporary Korea.

The Rise of Korean Cinema

Korean cinema has a rich history that dates back to the early 20th century.
However, it was the late 1990s when the industry started gaining international
recognition. The emergence of talented directors like Park Chan-wook, Bong
Joon-ho, and Kim Ki-duk, who pushed boundaries and challenged conventions,
paved the way for Korean cinema's rise in global prominence.

These directors brought a unique perspective and storytelling style to the screen,
captivating audiences worldwide. Their films often explore themes of social
issues, cultural conflicts, and personal struggles, spurring meaningful discussions
and reflections on the state of contemporary society.
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Rediscovering Korean Culture

Through the medium of cinema, Korean culture is being rediscovered and
celebrated globally. Korean films offer a window into the vibrant and complex
society of Korea, allowing viewers to gain insights into its customs, traditions, and
history.

One prime example of this is the 2019 film "Parasite," directed by Bong Joon-ho.
This internationally acclaimed film not only won the Palme d'Or at the Cannes
Film Festival but also became the first South Korean film to win the Academy
Award for Best Picture. "Parasite" tells a gripping story of class struggle and
economic inequality, shedding light on the harsh realities faced by many in
modern Korea.

Another notable film is "The Handmaiden" (2016) by Park Chan-wook. This
visually stunning and erotically charged thriller explores themes of identity,
betrayal, and female empowerment against the backdrop of Japanese colonial
rule in the early 20th century. "The Handmaiden" showcases the deep-rooted
cultural influences that have shaped Korean society and serves as a reminder of
its tumultuous past.

Korean Cinema as a Global Influence

Korean cinema's growing influence is not limited to film festivals and awards
ceremonies. It has permeated popular culture worldwide, captivating both
cinephiles and mainstream audiences. The success of Korean dramas,
commonly known as K-dramas, has played a significant role in introducing
Korean storytelling to a global audience.
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Many K-dramas have gained immense popularity, transcending cultural
boundaries and attracting an international fanbase. Shows like "Descendants of
the Sun," "Goblin," and "Crash Landing on You" have captured the hearts of
millions, leading to increased interest in Korean culture, tourism, and even
Korean language learning.

Additionally, Korean cinema has also influenced Western filmmakers. Hollywood
has taken notice of the storytelling techniques and stylistic choices used in
Korean films. This influence can be seen in films like "Oldboy" (2003),which was
directed by Park Chan-wook and later adapted into an American remake,
showcasing the global impact of Korean cinema.

Challenges and Opportunities

While Korean cinema has achieved remarkable success, it still faces challenges.
One challenge is the need for greater diversity and representation in storytelling.
Despite its international recognition, Korean films have often been criticized for
their lack of diverse narratives and underrepresentation of marginalized groups.

However, there is room for growth and improvement. The success of films like
"Parasite" and the recognition they have received demonstrate the demand for
fresh perspectives and alternative voices in Korean cinema. This provides an
opportunity for emerging filmmakers to bring their unique stories to the forefront
and contribute to the diversification of the industry.

Korean cinema has taken the world by storm, with its films tapping into universal
themes and provoking thought-provoking discussions. Through the lens of
directors like Park Chan-wook, Bong Joon-ho, and Kim Ki-duk, audiences have
gained a deeper understanding of contemporary Korea, its culture, and its
challenges.



As Korean cinema continues to evolve, it is essential to embrace diverse
narratives and explore different perspectives. By doing so, Korean cinema can
continue to captivate audiences around the globe and contribute to the rich fabric
of global film culture.
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South Korean cinema is a striking example of non-Western contemporary
cinematic success. Thanks to the increasing numbers of moviegoers and
domestic films produced, South Korea has become one of the world’s major film
markets. In 2001, the South Korean film industry became the first in recent history
to reclaim its domestic market from Hollywood and continues to maintain around
a 50 percent market share today. High-quality South Korean films are
increasingly entering global film markets and connecting with international
audiences in commercial cinemas and art theatres, and at major international film
festivals. Despite this growing recognition of the films themselves, Korean
cinema’s rich heritage has not heretofore received significant scholarly attention
in English-language publications.
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This groundbreaking collection of thirty-five essays by a wide range of academic
specialists situates current scholarship on Korean cinema within the ongoing
theoretical debates in contemporary global film studies. Chapters explore key
films of Korean cinema, from Sweet Dream, Madame Freedom, The Housemaid,
and The March of Fools to Oldboy, The Host, and Train to Busan, as well as
major directors such as Shin Sang-ok, Kim Ki-young, Im Kwon-taek, Bong Joon-
ho, Hong Sang-soo, Park Chan-wook, and Lee Chang-dong. While the chapters
provide in-depth analyses of particular films, together they cohere into a detailed
and multidimensional presentation of Korean cinema’s cumulative history and
broader significance.

 

With its historical and critical scope, abundance of new research, and detailed
discussion of important individual films, Rediscovering Korean Cinema is at once
an accessible classroom text and a deeply informative compendium for scholars
of Korean and East Asian studies, cinema and media studies, and
communications. It will also be an essential resource for film industry
professionals and anyone interested in international cinema.
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