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The Pashtuns, also known as Pukhtoons or Pathans, are an ethnic group
predominantly residing in the region of Afghanistan and the northwestern part of
Pakistan. Known for their rich cultural traditions, strong sense of honor, and
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warrior ethos, the Pashtuns have also been subjected to religious exploitation
throughout their history.

The Pashtunwali Code and Its Manipulation

At the core of the Pashtun society lies the Pashtunwali code, a strict set of moral
and ethical principles governing the behavior of Pashtuns. This code, which
emphasizes honor, hospitality, bravery, and revenge for injustices, has been
exploited by religious figures for personal and political gain.
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Under the guise of interpreting Islamic teachings, these opportunistic individuals
have instilled divisive ideology among the Pashtuns, pitting them against each
other and causing rifts within their communities. Manipulating their religious
beliefs, they have encouraged violence and extremism, further deepening the
socio-political divide.

The Mullahs and Their Influence on Pashtun Society
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The mullahs, religious leaders, hold a significant position of authority in Pashtun
society. With their role as spiritual guides, they have the power to shape the
perspectives and actions of the community members. However, this influence has
often been misused by some mullahs.

Subverting the true essence of Islam, these exploitative mullahs have propagated
extremist ideologies, promoting violence and discrimination. They establish
control over individuals and gain undue authority over matters of personal and
communal affairs. This manipulation of faith has proven detrimental to the social
fabric of the Pashtun community.

External Forces and the Pashtuns

The Pashtuns have also been victims of external forces exploiting their religious
sentiments for political gains. Various factions have used the Pashtun identity and
Islamic beliefs to recruit fighters for their ideological and militant causes.

Whether in the context of political conflicts or international power struggles,
exploiting the Pashtun identity and religiosity has allowed these external forces to
manipulate the community for their own objectives. This has further perpetuated
violence and conflicts within the region.

Breaking the Cycle of Exploitation

It is vital for the Pashtun community to recognize and reject the religious
exploitation they have endured for generations. By fostering education, critical
thinking, and pluralistic values, the Pashtuns can challenge the control exerted by
exploitative religious figures.

Furthermore, fostering interfaith dialogue and promoting understanding among
different religious communities will help bridge divides and break the cycle of



exploitation. Encouraging open discussions about the teachings of Islam, free
from the manipulation of extremist interpretations, can empower the Pashtun
community to reclaim their religious identity.

The religious exploitation of Pashtuns Pukhtoon Khan is a dark truth that has
plagued this ethnic group for far too long. Manipulation of their cultural traditions
and religious beliefs has divided the community and hindered progress. As we
unveil and acknowledge this exploitative reality, it is crucial for Pashtuns to assert
their agency and reclaim their narrative, promoting harmony, peace, and justice
within their society.
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Misuse of Religion against Pashtuns of Afghanistan and Pakistan and the
resulting political turmoil in the region
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