
Remaking Military Service In Nineteenth
Century Japan: Studies Of The
Japan's military underwent significant transformations during the nineteenth
century, reshaping the nation's approach to warfare and international relations.
This period marked a pivotal era of remaking military service in Japan, which has
been extensively studied and analyzed by scholars in various fields. The
developments during the nineteenth century laid the foundation for Japan's
emergence as a major military power in the subsequent decades.

to Military Service in Nineteenth Century Japan

In the early nineteenth century, Japan was governed by the shogunate, a feudal
military government that controlled the country's political affairs. The samurai
class, comprising of warriors and military elites, held prominent positions in this
hierarchical society. However, Japan's encounter with the Western powers and
the increasing pressure from external forces necessitated a reevaluation of its
military practices.

During this crucial period, Japan experienced a rapid shift from a land-based
military system to the modernization of its armed forces. The Tokugawa
shogunate recognized the need for reforms and began exploring Western military
knowledge and techniques. These drastic changes aimed to strengthen Japan's
military capabilities to protect its sovereignty and preserve its independence.
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The Role of Western Influences

The opening of Japan's borders in the mid-nineteenth century exposed the nation
to Western military technology and tactics. Various European powers, primarily
the Dutch, played a significant role in introducing modern military concepts to the
Japanese. Scholars and military officials actively studied Western military
practices and adopted selected elements to incorporate into Japan's own military
strategy.

The study of Western-style military organization, discipline, and technology
greatly influenced the remaking of military service in Japan. The government
established military academies where students could study Western military
theories and techniques, giving birth to a new generation of military leaders adept
at combining both traditional and modern practices.

The Meiji Restoration and its Impact

The Meiji Restoration, which occurred in 1868, marked a turning point in Japan's
military service. With the overthrow of the shogunate, the Meiji government
initiated a series of sweeping reforms aimed at modernizing the country. These
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reforms extensively transformed Japan's military structure and altered the
dynamics of military service.

Under the guidance of leaders like Admiral Enomoto, Japan's Imperial Japanese
Navy rapidly modernized, acquiring advanced naval technology and restructuring
its forces. This modernization process culminated in the successful naval victory
over China in the First Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895) and later contributed to
Japan's significant naval presence during World War II.

The Samurai Class and its Evolving Role

During the remaking of military service in Japan, the role of the samurai class
underwent substantial changes. With the new era, the power and influence of the
samurai gradually diminished, giving way to a more centralized military structure.
The samurai were incorporated into a merit-based system that valued abilities
and knowledge over hereditary status.

While the samurai were no longer the exclusive ruling class, their warrior ethos
continued to influence the military culture of Japan. The concept of bushido, the
way of the warrior, perpetuated discipline, loyalty, and martial virtues within the
Japanese armed forces. This fusion of old and new values in military service
became a defining feature of Japan's armed forces during the nineteenth century
and beyond.

The remaking of military service in nineteenth century Japan was a
transformative phase that propelled the nation towards becoming a formidable
military power. The integration of Western military principles with traditional
practices enabled Japan to redefine its approach to warfare and adapt to new
global realities.



The studies of this period have provided invaluable insights into the dynamics of
military service, the impact of Western influence, and the evolution of the samurai
class. By understanding the complexities of Japan's military modernization,
historians and scholars gain a deeper understanding of the nation's history and
its journey towards becoming a modern military power.
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In Samurai to Soldier, D. Colin Jaundrill rewrites the military history of nineteenth-
century Japan. In fifty years spanning the collapse of the Tokugawa shogunate
and the rise of the Meiji nation-state, conscripts supplanted warriors as Japan's
principal arms-bearers. The most common version of this story suggests that the
Meiji institution of compulsory military service was the foundation of Japan’s
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efforts to save itself from the imperial ambitions of the West and set the country
on the path to great power status. Jaundrill argues, to the contrary, that the
conscript army of the Meiji period was the culmination—and not the beginning—
of a long process of experimentation with military organization and technology.

Jaundrill traces the radical changes to Japanese military institutions, as well as
the on-field consequences of military reforms in his accounts of the Boshin War
(1868–1869) and the Satsuma Rebellions of 1877. He shows how pre-1868
developments laid the foundations for the army that would secure Japan’s Asian
empire.
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