
Russia And The Cult Of State Security

When one thinks of Russia, several images come to mind: vast landscapes,
iconic buildings, traditional music, and perhaps most importantly, a strong and
secretive state security apparatus. This article delves into the intricacies of the
Russian state security system and examines its influence on the country's politics
and society.
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“"In Russia, the cult of state security is deeply ingrained in the
national psyche, shaping the country's history and defining its
present."”
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From the time of the Tsars to the present day, Russia has maintained a powerful
and feared system of state security. The concept of state security for Russians
goes beyond mere protection from external threats; it represents the idea of a
strong and stable nation under the watchful eye of the government. This cult-like
devotion to state security has been a defining feature of Russian society for
centuries.

The Origins of the Cult of State Security

One cannot understand the cult of state security in Russia without examining its
historical roots. The origins can be traced back to the reign of Ivan the Terrible,
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who established the first secret police force known as the Oprichnina. This
organization was responsible for maintaining the Tsar's power and eliminating any
perceived threats.

Over the centuries, the concept of state security evolved and became more
complex. The establishment of the secret police under different names continued
under various regimes, from the Tsars to the Soviet Union, and finally, the
present-day Russian Federation. The KGB, which later transformed into the FSB,
remains the most well-known and influential entity within the state security
apparatus.

The Scope and Reach of State Security in Russia

The cult of state security in Russia is not limited to a single institution but
encompasses a wide range of organizations and practices. The FSB, the Interior
Ministry, the GRU, and the Presidential Security Service are just a few examples
of the entities involved in ensuring the country's security.

These organizations have extensive powers, ranging from intelligence gathering
and counterintelligence to enforcing domestic laws and suppressing dissent. The
state security apparatus plays a significant role in both domestic and foreign
policies, ensuring that the interests of the nation are protected at all costs.

Impact on Politics and Society

The influence of the cult of state security on Russian politics cannot be
understated. Many high-ranking politicians, including President Vladimir Putin
himself, have backgrounds in state security. This connection between the security
apparatus and the political elite ensures a tight grip on power and control over the
narrative.



The cult of state security also permeates Russian society. Citizens are taught
from a young age to respect and fear the security forces, creating a sense of
obedience and loyalty to the state. Dissent is often seen as a threat and is dealt
with swiftly, reinforcing the idea that the state's security is paramount.

Challenges and Criticisms

While the cult of state security may provide a sense of stability and control, it is
not without its challenges and criticisms. Critics argue that the extensive powers
of the security apparatus have led to abuses of human rights and a lack of
transparency. The suppression of political opposition and independent media is
seen as a threat to democracy and freedom of speech.

Another issue is the drain on resources. The vast network of state security
organizations requires significant funding, which some argue could be better
allocated to other sectors such as healthcare and education.

Russia's cult of state security is deeply ingrained in the national psyche and has
shaped the country's history and defined its present. The extensive system of
state security organizations and practices ensures the protection of the nation's
interests but comes at a cost of limited freedoms and challenges to democracy.

Understanding the complexities and nuances of the Russian state security
apparatus is essential for anyone seeking to comprehend the country's politics
and society. It is a topic that sparks lively debates and raises important questions
about the balance between security and individual rights.

Despite the criticisms and challenges, the cult of state security shows no signs of
waning. As long as Russia continues to face perceived external threats and
internal dissent, the state security apparatus will remain a dominant force in the
country.
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This book explores the mythology woven around the Soviet secret police and the
Russian cult of state security that has emerged from it.

Tracing the history of this mythology from the Soviet period through to its revival
in contemporary post-Soviet Russia, the volume argues that successive Russian
regimes have sponsored a ‘cult’ of state security, whereby security organs are
held up as something to be worshipped. The book approaches the history of this
cult as an ongoing struggle to legitimise and sacralise the Russian state security
apparatus, and to negotiate its violent and dramatic past. It explores the ways in
which, during the Soviet period, this mythology sought to make the existence of
the most radically intrusive and powerful secret police in history appear ‘natural’.
It also documents the contemporary post-Soviet re-emergence of the cult of state
security, examining the ways in which elements of the old Soviet mythology have
been revised and reclaimed as the cornerstone of a new state ideology.

The Russian cult of state security is of ongoing contemporary relevance, and is
crucial for understanding not only the tragedies of Russia’s twentieth-century
history, but also the ambiguities of Russia’s post-Soviet transition, and the current
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struggle to define Russia’s national identity and future development. The book
examines the ways in which contemporary Russian life continues to be shaped
by the legacy of Soviet attitudes to state-society relations, as expressed in the
reconstituted cult of state security. It investigates the shadow which the figure of
the secret policeman continues to cast over Russia today.

The book will be of great interest to students of modern Russian history and
politics, intelligence studies and security studies, as well as readers with an
interest in the KGB and its successors.
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