
Self Reliance During Disasters For The
Regular Citizen
Imagine waking up one day to find your city in a state of chaos and turmoil.
Streets are blocked, communication networks are down, and basic necessities
such as food, water, and electricity are scarce. Would you be prepared to survive
and rely solely on yourself?

Disasters can strike at any moment, whether it's a natural calamity like
hurricanes, earthquakes, or floods, or even a human-made crisis like terrorism or
civil unrest. In such situations, being self-reliant is not just an option, but a matter
of survival. This article aims to equip the regular citizen with the knowledge and
skills needed to navigate through such challenging times.

The Essentials of Emergency Preparedness

Being prepared is the key to self-reliance during disasters. Here are some
essential steps you can take:
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Create an Emergency Plan

Establish a plan with your family or close friends that outlines what to do in
different emergency scenarios. This includes identifying safe meeting places,
evacuation routes, and contact information for emergency services.

Build an Emergency Kit

Put together a comprehensive emergency kit that includes essential items such
as non-perishable food, water, clothing, first aid supplies, flashlights, batteries,
and important documents. Make sure to regularly check and restock your kit.

Learn Basic First Aid Skills

Knowing first aid can be life-saving in emergency situations. Take a first aid
course and familiarize yourself with CPR, treating wounds, and handling common
medical emergencies. These skills can make a significant difference for both
yourself and others in need.

Develop Survival Skills

Learning basic survival skills like starting a fire, purifying water, finding or building
temporary shelter, and navigating using a compass can go a long way when
resources are scarce. Practice these skills regularly to build confidence and
effectiveness.

The Power of Self-Reliance

During disasters, the government and emergency services may be overwhelmed
or unable to reach everyone immediately. This is where self-reliance becomes
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crucial. By being self-sufficient, you increase your chances of survival and reduce
the burden on already strained resources.

Self-reliance comes in many forms:

Food and Water

Stock up on non-perishable food items and store enough water to sustain
yourself and your family for prolonged periods. Consider learning about and
practicing food preservation methods such as canning and drying.

Energy

Invest in alternative energy sources like solar panels or portable generators.
These can provide electricity when the grid goes down. Additionally, learn how to
conserve energy and limit your dependence on electrical appliances.

Communication

Establish alternative communication methods, such as a battery-powered radio or
satellite phone, to stay informed about the situation and receive updates from
authorities.

Security

Be prepared to protect yourself and your loved ones. Consider taking self-
defense classes and ensure you have a reliable means of defense, such as a
legal firearm, in case of emergencies.

The Importance of Community

While self-reliance is crucial, building a strong supportive community is equally
important during disasters. Coordinate with your neighbors, participate in local



emergency preparedness drills, and exchange knowledge and resources. In
times of crisis, a united community can provide valuable support and assistance.

Disasters can strike unexpectedly, and relying solely on external assistance may
not always be a viable option. By prioritizing self-reliance and taking measures to
prepare yourself for various emergency scenarios, you can significantly enhance
your chances of survival and well-being.

Remember, being prepared is a continuous process. Regularly review and update
your emergency plans and supplies, stay informed about potential risks in your
area, and continuously develop your survival skills.

Ultimately, self-reliance during disasters empowers individuals to take control of
their own destinies when everything else seems uncertain.
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Americans face regional disasters every year, including storms, earthquakes,
volcanic activity, hazardous materials accidents, civil unrest, and now pandemics.
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This e-book outlines the beginning steps for the regular everyday American to
become a "Prepper." Becoming a prepper is very simple and can often be
achieved with items on hand. This book will help you prepare to either "bug out"
or "shelter in place," without breaking the bank, and become self reliant during a
disaster.
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