
Slave In Palanquin: A Captivating Tale of
Luxury and Exploitation
Once upon a time, in a world where opulence and servitude prevailed, there lived
a slave who was destined to experience both the lavishness of a palanquin and
the atrocities of bondage. This is a story that unravels the dichotomy of a life torn
between luxury and exploitation, where the boundaries of power and servitude
become intertwined.

The Arrival of the Palanquin

In the heart of an ancient kingdom, where the ruling elite reveled in their
excesses, a slave named Kadir was thrust into a world of unimaginable luxury. As
the favorite slave of the king, Kadir was assigned the duty of carrying the ruler's
palanquin, a symbol of his authority and status. The slave's training began,
mastering the art of carrying the palanquin with utmost grace and precision.

The palanquin itself was a spectacle to behold. Adorned with exquisite carvings,
glistening gemstones, and the finest silk curtains, it epitomized the wealth and
grandeur of the king. As Kadir was lifted onto his shoulders, the weight of his task
was matched only by the weight of responsibility that he now carried.
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From Luxury to Exploitation

Despite the seemingly glamorous life surrounding the palanquin, Kadir's
existence was anything but luxurious. With each step he took, he could feel the
chains of servitude tightening around him. The illusion of opulence couldn't
conceal the truth of his enslavement, as he witnessed the suffering and injustice
inflicted upon his fellow slaves.

While the king reveled in the comforts of his palanquin, Kadir's body screamed in
agony. The heavy weight he bore day after day left his muscles strained, his
bones weakened, and his spirit shattered. The king's pleasure came at the cost of
the slaves' torment.

A Whirlwind of Emotions

Kadir's journey became an emotional rollercoaster, as conflicting feelings battled
within him. Moments of awe and admiration in the presence of nobility were
quickly overshadowed by fury and outrage against the injustice that entangled
him. The more he witnessed the contrast between his life and the lives of the
privileged, the more his anger grew, simmering beneath his obedient surface.

His mind, however, refused to remain chained. Kadir's thirst for freedom was
relentless. Embracing stolen fragments of knowledge, he secretly educated
himself on the world beyond the palace walls, on the possibilities that lay beyond
his prison of gold and silk.
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The Rebellion Begins

It was a fateful night, when the moon's waning crescent cast an eerie glow upon
the palace, that Kadir decided to take a stand. Unable to bear witness to the
suffering of his fellow slaves any longer, he launched a rebellion. The palanquin,
once a symbol of power and opulence, now became the catalyst for revolt.

Kadir, with newfound strength and determination, rallied his fellow slaves,
whispering words of hope and liberation. The palanquin, once an instrument of
oppression, now carried a rebellion within its elegant frame. Each step taken in
unison, every movement synchronized, Kadir and his allies marched towards
freedom.

The Price of Freedom

The palace, once a sanctuary of indulgence, was now tainted with chaos. The
clash between oppressor and oppressed raged within its walls, and as dawn
broke, the rebellion reached its climax. The palanquin, now reduced to mere
wreckage, lay abandoned next to the shattered remnants of power and authority.

Kadir's freedom was hard-won but bittersweet. The scars of oppression would
forever mark his soul, reminders of a life lived in servitude. Yet, his rebellion
inspired a movement that challenged the very foundations of societal hierarchy.

A Legacy of Liberation

The story of the slave in the palanquin spread far and wide, whispering through
the centuries of bravery and resilience. It became a rallying cry for those longing
to break free from the chains of tyranny, a reminder that the pursuit of freedom
requires sacrifice and courage.



Today, the palanquin stands as a symbol of the struggle for liberation, a
testament to the spirit of those who dare to challenge the structures of power and
oppression. It serves as a reminder that even within the confines of luxury, the
truth of exploitation can never be fully concealed.

In the end, Kadir's legacy lives on, his tale echoing through time. The slave in the
palanquin reminds us that true emancipation lies in transcending the boundaries
of servitude and challenging the very systems that perpetuate inequality.
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For hundreds of years, the island of Sri Lanka was a crucial stopover for people
and goods in the Indian Ocean. For the Dutch East India Company, it was also a
crossroads in the Indian Ocean slave trade. Slavery was present in multiple forms
in Sri Lanka—then Ceylon—when the British conquered the island in the late
eighteenth century and began to gradually abolish slavery. Yet the continued
presence of enslaved people in Sri Lanka in the nineteenth century has
practically vanished from collective memory in both the Sinhalese and Tamil
communities.
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Nira Wickramasinghe uncovers the traces of slavery in the history and memory of
the Indian Ocean world, exploring moments of revolt in the lives of enslaved
people in the wake of abolition. She tells the stories of Wayreven, the slave who
traveled in the palanquin of his master; Selestina, accused of killing her child;
Rawothan, who sought permission for his son to be circumcised; and others,
enslaved or emancipated, who challenged their status. Drawing on legal cases,
petitions, and other colonial records to recover individual voices and quotidian
moments, Wickramasinghe offers a meditation on the archive of slavery. She
examines how color-based racial thinking gave way to more nuanced debates
about identity, complicating conceptions of blackness and racialization. A deeply
interdisciplinary book with a focus on recovering subaltern resistance, Slave in a
Palanquin offers a vital new portrait of the local and transnational worlds of the
colonial-era Asian slave trade in the Indian Ocean.
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