So Done by Paula Chase - A Captivating Read
for Teens Searching for Identity

PAULA CHASE

Are you a teenager who constantly finds yourself exploring your own identity? Do
you enjoy compelling stories that delve into the complexities of friendships and

self-discovery? If so, So Done by Paula Chase is the perfect book for you.
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The Synopsis

Set in the fictional town of South Bay, So Done follows the lives of two best
friends - Jamila Phillips and Tai Johnson. Both girls are about to enter eighth
grade and are excited about the adventures that await them. However, as they

navigate the ups and downs of middle school, their friendship is put to the test.
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Tai begins to embrace her individuality, no longer willing to conform to Jamila's
expectations. She joins a modeling competition, which leads to new friends and a
growing sense of independence. On the other hand, Jamila struggles to
understand why Tai is changing and fears losing the close bond they once

shared.

In the midst of these changes, a mutual friend named Toya disappears, and the
mystery surrounding her departure further strains Jamila and Tai's relationship. As
they search for answers, the girls discover truths about themselves and the

power of forgiveness.

The Themes Explored
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Chase masterfully tackles several important themes throughout the book, making
it both relatable and thought-provoking for young readers. The main themes

explored in So Done include:

Identity: The struggle to find oneself and embrace individuality in the face of

societal expectations.

» Friendship: The complexities and challenges that arise as friendships

evolve and change over time.

= Self-Discovery: The journey of self-discovery, including uncovering hidden

passions, talents, and desires.

= Mystery: The allure of solving a mystery and the impact it has on personal

growth and relationships.

The Impact

So Done has received critical acclaim for its authentic portrayal of the challenges
teenagers face in today's world. The book has resonated with young readers
around the globe, inspiring them to reflect on their own lives and navigate their

own journeys of self-discovery.

As a coming-of-age story, So Done captures the essence of teenage emotions,
struggles, and triumphs. It encourages readers to embrace their true selves,

explore their passions, and cultivate meaningful relationships.

The Author - Paula Chase



Paula Chase is a talented writer known for her captivating storytelling and ability
to tackle complex themes in her young adult novels. With So Done, she has once
again created a mesmerizing narrative that speaks to teenagers searching for

their place in the world.

Chase's writing style is engaging and authentic, allowing readers to connect

deeply with her characters and their personal journeys. Her ability to address
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timely topics while maintaining an entertaining narrative is what sets her apart as

a remarkable author.

Why Should You Read So Done?

If you are a teenager grappling with questions about your own identity and the
changing dynamics of friendship, So Done is a must-read. This book will take you
on an emotional journey, provoking self-reflection and encouraging you to

embrace your unique qualities.

The powerful themes explored in So Done, combined with Chase's exceptional
storytelling, will captivate and inspire you. You will find yourself relating to the

characters, their struggles, and their triumphs.

So Done is a book that celebrates authenticity, friendship, and embracing one's
passions. It reminds readers of the importance of staying true to oneself in a

world that often pressures us to conform.

If you're searching for a captivating read that dives into the complexities of
friendship, self-discovery, and the challenges of finding one's identity, look no
further than So Done by Paula Chase. This book will leave you with a sense of

empowerment and a newfound belief in the power of forgiveness and authenticity.

Embark on this unforgettable journey and discover the transformative power of

So Done today.
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When best friends Tai and Mila are reunited after a summer apart, their friendship
threatens to combust from the pressure of secrets, middle school, and the

looming dance auditions for a new talented-and-gifted program.

Fans of Renée Watson’s Piecing Me Together will love this memorable story
about a complex friendship between two very different African American girls—

and the importance of speaking up.

Jamila Phillips and Tai Johnson have been inseparable since they were toddlers,
having grown up across the street from each other in Pirates Cove, a low-income
housing project. As summer comes to an end, Tai can’t wait for Mila to return from
spending a month with her aunt in the suburbs. But both girls are grappling with
secrets, and when Mila returns she’s more focused on her upcoming dance

auditions than hanging out with Tai.

Paula Chase explores complex issues that affect many young teens, and So
Done offers a powerful message about speaking up. Full of ballet, basketball,
family, and daily life in Pirates Cove, this memorable novel is for fans of Ali

Benjamin’s The Thing About Jellyfish and Jason Reynolds’s Ghost.
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"Chase vividly conjures the triumphs, tensions, and worries percolating in the
girls’ low-income neighborhood." (Publishers Weekly, "An Anti-Racist Children's
and YA Reading List")
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