Sometimes Feel Like Fox - Why These
Mischievous Creatures Capture Our
Imagination

Have you ever caught a glimpse of a fox darting through the woods, its striking
red coat glistening in the sunlight? The graceful yet mischievous nature of these
creatures has long intrigued humans, creating a sense of fascination and wonder.
In this article, we delve into the captivating world of foxes, exploring their

behavior, habitats, and the reasons why they sometimes feel like fox.

Origins and Diversity

With 37 recognized species spread across the globe, foxes belong to the

Canidae family, which also includes domestic dogs, wolves, and coyotes. Their
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diversity is astonishing, ranging from the diminutive fennec fox, known for its

enormous ears, to the larger and more robust red fox, often depicted in folklore.
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The red fox, scientifically known as Vulpes vulpes, is the most common and
widely distributed species. Found in numerous habitats, from forests to urban
areas, the red fox has adapted well to human presence. It possesses remarkable

cunning and dexterity, making it a master at scavenging and hunting.

Behavior and Adaptations

The behavior of foxes is incredibly diverse, thanks to their ability to adapt to
various environments. They are predominantly crepuscular, meaning they are
most active during dawn and dusk. Their acute hearing, excellent sense of smell,

and remarkable speed allow them to hunt effectively and avoid predators.

Foxes are known for their cleverness and inquisitive nature. They are often
observed engaging in playful behaviors, such as mock fighting and chasing their
own tails. This mischievous behavior has earned them a reputation for being
cunning and sly, characteristics that have been deeply ingrained in our culture

and stories.
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Furthermore, their adaptability extends to their diet. Foxes are opportunistic
omnivores, consuming a wide range of foods such as rabbits, rodents, birds,

fruits, and berries. This versatility ensures their survival in various ecosystems.

Foxes in Folklore and Mythology

Foxes hold a significant place in many mythologies and folklore around the world.
In Japanese folklore, the fox or "kitsune" is a symbol of intelligence and
possesses shape-shifting abilities. Similarly, Native American tribes often depict
foxes as crafty and wise tricksters, capable of outsmarting even the most

powerful creatures.

Perhaps one of the most famous representations of foxes is found in Aesop's
Fables, where cunning foxes outwit other animals, embodying human qualities

such as wit, deceit, and adaptability.

Conservation and Interaction with Humans

The relationship between humans and foxes has been complex throughout
history. Many farmers consider foxes a threat to their livestock, leading to conflict
and the subsequent hunting of these creatures. However, others admire their

beauty and appreciate their role in ecosystems as natural pest controllers.

As urbanization continues, foxes are adapting to thriving in urban environments. It
is not uncommon to spot a fox in a suburban backyard or even in city parks. This
close proximity has sparked interest in understanding and coexisting with these
magnificent creatures, leading to various conservation efforts and research

studies.

Some organizations focus on rehabilitating injured or orphaned foxes, promoting

conservation awareness, and encouraging responsible interactions with these



wild animals.

The Enigma of Foxes - Capturing Our Imagination

Why do foxes sometimes feel like fox to us? It lies in their enigmatic nature, their
ability to roam seamlessly between the wild and human landscapes, and their
uncanny adaptability. Foxes have become a symbol of cunning, wit, and curiosity,

captivating our imagination through folklore, myths, and personal encounters.

Next time you spot a fox, take a moment to observe its delicate movements and
mischievous eyes. Allow yourself to be enchanted by its presence and reflect on

the rich tapestry of stories and legends that surround these captivating creatures.
Cover Image: A Cunning and Curious Red Fox in a Forest
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Children’s love for animals and disguise come together in this award-winning to

the Anishinaabe tradition of totem animals.

In this to the Anishinaabe tradition of totem animals, young children explain why
they identify with different creatures such as a deer, beaver or moose. Delightful

illustrations show the children wearing masks representing their chosen animal,
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while the few lines of text on each page work as a series of simple poems

throughout the book.

In a brief author’s note, Danielle Daniel explains the importance of totem animals
in Anishinaabe culture and how they can also act as animal guides for young

children seeking to understand themselves and others.

Key Text Features

author’s note

Correlates to the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.7
With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and
the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration

depicts).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.4
Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to

the senses.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.4
Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes,

repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.7
Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is
conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a

character or setting)



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.2
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize

the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.7
Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or
beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale,

myth, poem).
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