
Sound Actions: The Evolution of Musical
Instruments

The Power of Sound Actions

Music has been an integral part of human culture for centuries, allowing us to
express our emotions, connect with others, and transcend the boundaries of
language. While the melodies and harmonies created by instruments are often
the focus of our attention, it is important to recognize the significance of the
physical actions that produce the sound.
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In this article, we explore the concept of sound actions and how they are
instrumental in conceptualizing musical instruments. We will delve into the
historical development of musical instruments, the cultural significance they hold,
and the technological advancements that have shaped their evolution.

Sound Actions: Conceptualizing Musical
Instruments by Louise Forster(Kindle Edition)

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1440 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 19 pages

The Evolution of Musical Instruments

Throughout history, humans have devised various techniques and materials to
create sound-producing objects. From primitive drums made of animal skin to
complex electronic synthesizers, the evolution of musical instruments is a
testament to our creativity and desire for self-expression.

Early forms of musical instruments can be traced back to ancient civilizations
such as Mesopotamia and Egypt, where simple flutes, stringed instruments, and
percussions were used to accompany religious rituals and ceremonies. Over
time, these instruments became more sophisticated, with advancements in
craftsmanship and the discovery of new materials.

During the Medieval and Renaissance periods, the advent of notation systems
helped in the standardization and documentation of musical compositions. This
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led to the development of more complex instruments like the harpsichord and the
organ, which allowed for a greater variety of sounds and melodies to be
produced.

The Industrial Revolution, in the 18th and 19th centuries, brought about
significant changes in the manufacturing processes and materials used for
musical instruments. Brass and woodwind instruments, such as trumpets and
clarinets, became popular, while the invention of the piano revolutionized
keyboard instruments.

The Cultural Significance of Musical Instruments

Musical instruments are not just tools for creating sound; they often carry deep
cultural and symbolic meanings. Different cultures have their own unique
instruments, each with its own purpose and significance.

For example, the sitar in Indian classical music is not only an instrument but also
a representation of tradition, spirituality, and artistic expression. The drums in
African cultures are closely tied to communal gatherings and celebrations, acting
as a rhythmic heartbeat that unifies the community.

Additionally, musical instruments can also serve as a means of cultural
preservation and identity. Traditional folk instruments, such as the bagpipes in
Scottish music or the shamisen in Japanese music, are a testament to the rich
history and heritage of a particular culture.

The Role of Technology in Instrument Evolution

In the digital age, technology has had a profound impact on the evolution of
musical instruments. From electric guitars to MIDI controllers, advancements in



technology have opened up new possibilities for musicians and revolutionized the
way we create and perform music.

One notable example of this is the development of synthesizers and electronic
music production tools. These instruments allow for the manipulation of sound in
ways that were previously unimaginable, pushing the boundaries of creativity and
enabling the emergence of new genres and styles of music.

Furthermore, the internet and social media have provided platforms for musicians
to share their creations with a global audience. It has also facilitated
collaborations and cross-cultural exchanges, allowing musicians from different
backgrounds to come together and create unique musical fusions.

Sound actions lie at the heart of musical instruments, bridging the gap between
our thoughts and the sonic realm. They have shaped the evolution of music,
reflecting the ingenuity and cultural diversity of humanity.

As we continue to explore new technologies and push the boundaries of musical
expression, it is important to remember the rich history and cultural significance of
the instruments we use. Let us appreciate the sound actions that bring music to
life and celebrate the transformative power of music in our lives.
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A techno-cognitive look at how new technologies are shaping the future of
musicking.

 “Musicking” encapsulates both the making of and perception of music, so it
includes both active and passive forms of musical engagement. But at its core, it
is a relationship between actions and sounds, between human bodies and
musical instruments. Viewing musicking through this lens and drawing on music
cognition and music technology, Sound Actions proposes a model for
understanding differences between traditional acoustic “sound makers” and new
electro-acoustic “music makers.”
 
What is a musical instrument? How do new technologies change how we perform
and perceive music? What happens when composers build instruments,
performers write code, perceivers become producers, and instruments play
themselves? The answers to these pivotal questions entail a meeting point
between interactive music technology and embodied music cognition, what
author Alexander Refsum Jensenius calls “embodied music technology.” Moving
between objective description and subjective narrative of his own musical
experiences, Jensenius explores why music makes people move, how the human
body can be used in musical interaction, and how new technologies allow for
active musical experiences. The development of new music technologies, he
demonstrates, has fundamentally changed how music is performed and
perceived.
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