
Sound And Fury: History Of Kansas
Tornadoes 1854-2008

Kansas, known as the "Tornado Alley," has a long and tumultuous history of
devastating tornadoes. From the early settlement days of 1854 to the year 2008,
the state has seen numerous tornado outbreaks that have left a lasting impact on
its residents. This article aims to delve into the history of Kansas tornadoes and
provide an in-depth understanding of the sound and fury unleashed upon the
state.

The Early Years: 1854-1899

In the early settlement years of Kansas, tornadoes often went unrecorded due to
the lack of proper technology and reporting systems. However, anecdotal
evidence suggests that storms would frequently ravage the predominantly
agricultural landscapes, causing significant damage to crops and farmhouses.
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Unfortunately, without formal documentation, the specific details and intensity of
these early tornadoes remain a mystery.
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The Birth of Meteorology: 1900-1949

The turn of the 20th century marked a significant milestone in understanding
tornadoes. Advancements in meteorological science empowered scientists to
track and study weather patterns. In 1924, a landmark storm nicknamed "The Tri-
State Tornado" tore through parts of Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana, creating a new
sense of urgency in understanding these violent phenomena. As meteorologists'
knowledge expanded, so did their ability to measure and assess the strength of
tornadoes.
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The Dark Days: 1950-1979

The post-World War II era saw an upswing in both technological advancements
and population growth in Kansas. Unfortunately, this progress also meant a
higher risk of tornado-related casualties. One of the most infamous tornadoes in
Kansas history occurred during this period, known as the "Topeka Tornado" of
June 8, 1966. With winds exceeding 200 mph, this mile-wide tornado devastated
an entire community, leaving more than a dozen dead and thousands injured.

Improving Safety: 1980-2008

In the late 20th century, advancements in technology and weather forecasting
proved instrumental in improving tornado detection and warning systems.
Doppler radar, developed in the 1980s, significantly enhanced scientists' ability to
detect tornado signatures. The implementation of the Emergency Alert System
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(EAS) in 1994 further strengthened warning mechanisms, providing residents
with timely notifications in the event of an impending tornado.

The Great Greensburg Tornado: 2007

Perhaps one of the most remarkable tornado events in recent history occurred in
Greensburg on May 4, 2007. This EF5 tornado, with winds exceeding 200 mph,
swept through the town, completely obliterating it. The catastrophic destruction
left an indelible mark on the community, and the rebuilding efforts that followed
became an inspiration for resilience and disaster preparedness.

The Evolution of Tornado Preparedness

Over the years, Kansas has witnessed significant advancements in tornado
preparedness. Public education campaigns, improved storm shelters, and stricter
building codes have all contributed to minimizing the loss of life during tornado
events. The understanding of tornado behavior has also evolved, aiding in
forecasting accuracy and allowing emergency management agencies to take
timely preventive measures.
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From the early years of settlement to the present day, Kansas has experienced
the fury of tornadoes repeatedly. The historical journey through Kansas'
tornadoes highlights the importance of technological advancements, improved
safety measures, and community resilience. While tornadoes cannot be
prevented, the knowledge gained from their history allows for better
preparedness, ultimately saving lives and mitigating the destruction caused by
these powerful natural disasters.
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Nature's most powerful force is the tornado. The first pioneers who set foot in
Kansas had to deal with many adversities, but their lack of knowledge about
tornadoes caught many by surprise. Almost every spring, when the winds turned
warm and the skies became black with thunderstorms, death and destruction
dealt a crucial blow to someone somewhere in the Sunflower State.

Daniel C. Fitzgerald, a Kansas historian famous for his Ghost Towns of Kansas
series, tackles a new project on the destructive tornadoes that literally changed
Kansas history and how they influenced the way outsiders view the state. His first
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major work in fifteen years chronicles the history of Kansas tornadoes from
territorial times to the present day. This exhaustive study was ten years and
thousands of hours in the makiing.

Here are the stories and the heroes, including:

Udall, 1955: A late night tornado killed scores of people while they were sleeping
in their beds.

Topeka, 1966: This tornado cost the capital city over $100,000,000 as it sliced the
town in half.

Greensburg, 2007: The entire town was flattened by one of the largest tornadoes
to hit Kansas.

Irving, 1879: This small railroad town was hit by two tornadoes an hour apart on
the same day.

Sound and Fury, Fitzgerald's popular comeback, documents the histories of over
a hundred Kansas tornadoes. It also provides a history of meteorology and how
scientists faced their lack of knowledge against nature's most destructive force.
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