
The 1971 March On Concord Lexington And
Boston: A Historic Reflection Igniting the
Flame of Freedom
On that fateful day in 1971, the echoes of the American Revolution could still be
heard in the air. The crisp breeze carried the whispers of freedom, as thousands
of passionate souls descended upon Concord, Lexington, and Boston. The 1971
March on Concord Lexington and Boston was a monumental event that captured
the spirit and resilience of the American people - a day etched into the annals of
history.

Marching Towards Freedom
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The march, which took place on April 19, 1971, marked the 196th anniversary of
the Battles of Lexington and Concord, two pivotal engagements that ignited the
flames of revolution in the hearts of the American colonists. Thousands of
individuals from all walks of life came together to commemorate the courageous
actions of their predecessors and to highlight the ongoing struggle for civil rights
and social justice.
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Organized by various activist groups, including the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU),the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC),and the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC),this unprecedented gathering was a
testament to the power of collective action and the pursuit of a common cause.

A Historic Reflection

The 1971 March on Concord Lexington and Boston served as a moment of
reflection, paying tribute to the heroes who fought for and secured the
foundations of American democracy. Participants donned colonial-era attire,
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carrying muskets and waving patriotic flags, as they retraced the steps of their
brave forefathers.

Marching alongside descendants of the original patriots, activists, community
leaders, and politicians, this historic event became a powerful symbol of unity and
resistance. The unison of diverse voices echoed the sentiments of a nation that
refused to forget its past – a nation that strived for a brighter future for all its
citizens.

An Outpour of Patriotism

As the marchers traversed the hallowed ground of Concord and Lexington,
essential landmarks of the American Revolution, onlookers couldn't help but be
moved by the ardor and passion exhibited by the participants. Streets were
adorned with American flags, bunting, and inspirational banners, creating a visual
spectacle that encapsulated the significance of the march.

The sheer size and diversity of the crowd were awe-inspiring. Men, women,
children, students, and members of various ethnicities and backgrounds joined
hands in solidarity. It was a beautiful testament to the universal longing for justice,
freedom, and equality that burns within the human heart.

Empowering Speeches and Thought-Provoking Discussions

In addition to the symbolic act of marching, the 1971 event featured empowering
speeches and thought-provoking discussions. Speakers from all walks of life took
to the podium to share their experiences, struggles, and hopes for a better future.

Notable figures like Martin Luther King Jr., Angela Davis, and Gloria Steinem
inspired the crowd with their eloquence and conviction. Their words reverberated



through the hearts and minds of all present, reminding them of the long and
arduous journey towards a more inclusive society.

The Journey Towards Civil Rights

While the march celebrated the illustrious past of the American Revolution, it also
shed light on the ongoing struggle for civil rights and social justice. Participants
called for an end to racial discrimination, gender inequality, and economic
injustice. They demanded the acknowledgment of historical wrongs and the
implementation of policies that would rectify these injustices.

The 1971 March on Concord Lexington and Boston acted as a catalyst for
change, galvanizing individuals to take action and address societal issues head-
on. The spirit of unity and determination that permeated the march inspired many
to continue the fight and strive for a future where everyone is truly equal.

A Lasting Legacy

The impact of the 1971 March on Concord Lexington and Boston is
immeasurable. It served as a pivotal moment in American history, reminding the
nation of the sacrifices made by the revolutionaries who fought for freedom and
independence.

This march served as a testament to the enduring human spirit and its capacity
for collective action. It showed that when individuals unite under a common
cause, change is not only possible; it becomes inevitable.

The legacy of this historic event lives on in the hearts and minds of those who
participated and witnessed its power. It continues to shape the relentless pursuit
of liberty, justice, and equality for all.

A Call to Action: Honoring the Past, Shaping the Future



As we reflect on the significance of the 1971 March on Concord Lexington and
Boston, we must heed its lessons and embrace the responsibility to create a
more inclusive and just society.

Let us strive to recognize and rectify historical injustices. Let us lend our voices to
the fight against discrimination, inequalities, and social biases. And above all, let
us empower one another to uphold the ideals of freedom, justice, and equality
that our nation was built upon.

In doing so, we pay homage to the brave men and women who fought for our
freedom and ensure that the flame they kindled on that historic day in 1971
continues to burn brightly in our hearts.
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In the spring of 1971, the largest mass arrest in Massachusetts history unfolded
at a site nationally celebrated as the birthplace of freedom and democracy. With
peace efforts at a standstill, the New England chapter of Vietnam Veterans
Against the War had organized an event to rouse public support for their cause.
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Over the course of the long Memorial Day weekend, a band of more than two
hundred young, fatigue-clad veterans sounded the alarm for peace and patriotism
by marching—in reverse—the path Paul Revere had taken two centuries earlier
when he called on the American colonists to rise against their British oppressors.

Enacting the parts of colonial militiamen, the veterans set off in patrol formation
along the famed Battle Road, a route calculated to take them past Concord's Old
North Bridge, onto Lexington's Battle Green, and up to Bunker Hill. Determined to
reanimate the patriotic sentiments expressed by the area's many Revolutionary
War memorials, they revealed how far the nation had veered from its ideals by
staging reenactments of the brutal atrocities they had witnessed and perpetrated
in the name of freedom on the other side of the world. "With an ironic twist," the
fliers they distributed explained, "our presence in Indochina as viewed by a native
of an occupied village easily coincides with the British army in America." To the
selectmen of the town of Lexington who ordered their mass arrest, the veterans
were defiling spaces sacred to the nation's Revolutionary past; to the hundreds of
bystanders who fed, sheltered, and committed civil disobedience with them, they
were an inspiration.

Elise Lemire tells this extraordinary story from the perspective of six men who
played central roles in the events of May 1971. Based on more than one hundred
interviews with participants and accompanied by nearly forty photographs and
maps, Battle Green Vietnam demonstrates the power of mobilizing history, myth,
and memorials to effect revolutionary change.
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