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THE 400

For over four centuries between the last book of the Old Testament, Malachi, to
the opening of the New Testament with the Gospel of Matthew, there is a period

of silence. These years, commonly referred to as "the 400 Silent Years," are often

overlooked in biblical narratives.
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However, the significance of this period cannot be underestimated, as it sets the

stage for the birth of Christianity and the fulfillment of ancient prophecies.

The 400 Silent Years: from Malachi to Matthew
(IMlustrated) by H. A. Ironside(Kindle Edition)

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1098 KB
THE 400 Text-to-Speech : Enabled
YEARS _
. Al TRONSIDE Screen Reader : Supported
A s ¥ Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
"6 M : {  Word Wise : Enabled
Print length 1 122 pages
Lending : Enabled

&

<" DOWNLOAD E-BOOK B}

The Historical Context

During these 400 years, several powerful empires had risen and fallen, including
the Persian, Greek, and Roman empires. These transitions of power had
significant impacts on the Jewish people, who were living under foreign rule and

experiencing religious and cultural challenges.

It is essential to understand the historical context surrounding this period to grasp

the developments that led to the events described in Matthew's Gospel.

The Religious Landscape

Judaism faced various challenges during the Silent Years. The faith, rooted in the
worship of Yahweh and the observance of the Law, encountered a struggle for

preservation and adaptation.
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One of the most significant developments during this time was the rise of
Hellenism, a cultural phenomenon influenced by Greek traditions and customs.
This cultural shift posed a threat to the identity and practices of the Jewish

people, leading to internal conflicts.

Another crucial aspect was the emergence of various sects within Judaism, each
with different interpretations and visions for the future. These sects, such as the
Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, and Zealots, played vital roles in the religious
and political landscape, shaping the expectations surrounding the coming

Messiah.

Unveiling the Mystery

While the biblical accounts remain silent, historians and scholars have pieced
together the puzzle of the Silent Years through ancient texts, archaeological

discoveries, and accounts from neighboring civilizations.

Through these resources, we gain valuable insights into the cultural, political, and

religious developments that paved the way for the birth of Jesus Christ.

1. The Septuagint Translation

One significant event during the Silent Years is the translation of the Hebrew
Scriptures into Greek. This translation, known as the Septuagint, was a
monumental step in making the Jewish Scriptures accessible to a wider

audience.

The Septuagint helped to spread Jewish religious thought and paved the way for

the dissemination of biblical concepts and ideas across different cultures.

2. The Maccabean Revolt



The Maccabean Revolt, led by a family known as the Maccabees, was a turning
point for Jewish history. This uprising against Greek influence and the
subsequent rededication of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, as celebrated in the

festival of Hanukkah, rejuvenated Jewish faith and national identity.

These events fueled the hope and anticipation for a Messiah who would deliver

the Jewish people from foreign oppression.

3. The Qumran Community and the Dead Sea Scrolls

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in the mid-20th century shed light on the
beliefs and practices of a Jewish sect known as the Essenes. This community,
which resided near the Dead Sea in Qumran, provides valuable information about

religious life during the Silent Years.

The Dead Sea Scrolls contain various texts, including biblical manuscripts,
apocryphal writings, and community rules. They offer a glimpse into the diversity
of Jewish thought and religious practices, enriching our understanding of the

period preceding the birth of Jesus.

The Significance Today

Studying the 400 Silent Years is not merely an exercise in historical curiosity. It
helps us appreciate the complex background against which the events of the New

Testament unfolded.

Understanding the challenges and developments during this time enriches our
understanding of the teachings of Jesus, the early Christian community, and the

ultimate fulfillment of ancient prophecies.

Moreover, it reminds us of the faithfulness of God throughout history, as He

worked behind the scenes, preparing the world for the coming of His Son.



The 400 Silent Years, though often overlooked, were a crucial period in biblical
history. Exploring the historical context, religious landscape, and significant
developments during this time provides us with a deeper understanding of the

events leading up to the birth of Jesus Christ.

By unveiling the mystery of the Silent Years, we can appreciate how God's
providence and sovereign plan unfolded, setting the stage for the birth of

Christianity and the hope of salvation for all.
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What is the history between the Old and New Testaments? Most people are not
even aware there is such a gap. But there is. A 400 year gap. When the Old
Testament leaves off the Jews have just returned back from Babylonian captivity
and the Persian Empire is in full swing. When Jesus enters the scene it is 400
years later. The Persians are long gone, the Greeks have had their time and now
the Romans rule to roost. So what happened? Do we have any writings from this
time? Could understanding this period of time help us understand the New

Testament, the world of Jesus and the Apostles? The answer is yes. This exciting
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book by well-known author H. A. Ironside lifts the veil from this vital period of
Jewish history and helps piece together the events that brought them from
Malachi to Matthew. This book will be of interest to students of Biblical, Ancient
Near Eastern, Greek and Roman history as well as all those who desire to know
and understand the Bible for fully. Ironside published this book in 1914. It is a
history of the time between the last book of the Protestant Old Testament and the
New Testament. From Malachi to Matthew. For most Christians this is a silent and
unknown time. What happened in those years? Why was there no prophet
speaking for God? Are there any writings from that time that can illuminate our
questions? In what way did this time help prepare for the coming Messiah and the
rapid spread of the Gospel? What can archaeology tell us? Answering this
question can help us really bring the New Testament to light. It was these
preceding 400 years that paved the way for the New Testament scene. A must
read for all Bible students. Complete with the original 1914 illustrations. Author of
over 100 books, booklets and tracts, H. A. Ironside was a bulwark of orthodox
Evangelical Fundamentalism. He wrote on everything from Jewish history, to New
Testament doctrine, to eschatology, to Bible commentaries and more. He was a
direct successor of D. L. Moody and R. A. Torrey as senior pastor of Moody
Church (founded by D. L. Moody). He was also their spiritual successor in that he
continued the defense of classic Evangelical orthodoxy against the onslaught of
Modernism. In 1930, he became the pastor, serving for 18 years until his wife’s
death in 1948. He went to be with his Lord in 1951.
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