
The Anthropology Of Assault Sorcery And
Witchcraft In Amazonia

Amazonia, the vast and enigmatic rainforest of South America, is not only home
to a remarkable array of flora and fauna, but it is also a place rich in cultural
diversity. This article delves into the captivating world of assault sorcery and
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witchcraft that exists within the indigenous tribes of Amazonia, through the lens of
anthropology.

Mysteries of the Forest: Uncovering Indigenous Beliefs

The indigenous tribes of Amazonia have a deep-rooted connection with the
supernatural world. Throughout the centuries, they have developed a profound
understanding of assault sorcery and witchcraft, which plays a significant role in
their daily lives. These beliefs and practices reveal their intricate cosmologies and
the complex social dynamics within their communities.
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The Power of Shamanism: Spiritual Leaders and Healers

Shamans, the spiritual leaders and healers of the indigenous tribes, hold
immense power and influence within their communities. They are believed to
possess the ability to communicate with spirits and tap into the supernatural
forces that govern the universe. This section explores the unique rituals and
practices that shamans employ to protect their tribes from assault sorcery and
witchcraft.
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Assault Sorcery: An Invisible Threat

The concept of assault sorcery revolves around the idea of using magic or
supernatural powers to harm others. It is considered a form of invisible violence,
where the victim may suffer a variety of physical and psychological ailments.
Despite its intangible nature, assault sorcery is deeply feared and respected by
the indigenous tribes, and its effects can be devastating.

Witchcraft: The Dark Realm of Magical Manipulation

Witchcraft is another prominent aspect of indigenous beliefs in Amazonia. Unlike
assault sorcery, witchcraft involves the intentional manipulation of supernatural
forces for personal gain or to bring harm to others. This section explores the
rituals, spells, and objects associated with witchcraft, shedding light on the
motivations and practices of those who engage in such activities.

Contemporary Perspectives: The Impact of Modernization

The encroachment of modernization and the influence of external cultures have
brought significant changes to the indigenous tribes of Amazonia. This section
examines how the of new belief systems, technologies, and social structures
have impacted the practices of assault sorcery and witchcraft in the region. It also
raises important questions about the preservation of indigenous cultures in the
face of globalization.

Preserving Cultural Heritage: Balancing Tradition and Change

As the indigenous tribes navigate the complexities of the modern world, there is
an ongoing struggle to maintain their cultural heritage while adapting to the
demands of contemporary society. This final section discusses the efforts being
made by anthropologists, researchers, and indigenous communities in Amazonia



to safeguard their traditional knowledge, rituals, and practices related to assault
sorcery and witchcraft.

The anthropology of assault sorcery and witchcraft is a gateway to understanding
the intricate belief systems and social dynamics of the indigenous tribes of
Amazonia. Exploring these fascinating traditions not only broadens our
knowledge of the region but also highlights the importance of cultural diversity
and the preservation of ancient wisdom in a rapidly changing world.
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In Darkness and Secrecy brings together ethnographic examinations of
Amazonian assault sorcery, witchcraft, and injurious magic, or “dark shamanism.”
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Anthropological reflections on South American shamanism have tended to
emphasize shamans’ healing powers and positive influence. This collection
challenges that assumption by showing that dark shamans are, in many
Amazonian cultures, quite different from shamanic healers and prophets. Assault
sorcery, in particular, involves violence resulting in physical harm or even death.
While highlighting the distinctiveness of such practices, In Darkness and Secrecy
reveals them as no less relevant to the continuation of culture and society than
curing and prophecy. The contributors suggest that the persistence of dark
shamanism can be understood as a form of engagement with modernity.

These essays, by leading anthropologists of South American shamanism,
consider assault sorcery as it is practiced in parts of Brazil, Guyana, Venezuela,
and Peru. They analyze the social and political dynamics of witchcraft and
sorcery and their relation to cosmology, mythology, ritual, and other forms of
symbolic violence and aggression in each society studied. They also discuss the
relations of witchcraft and sorcery to interethnic contact and the ways that
shamanic power may be co-opted by the state. In Darkness and Secrecy includes
reflections on the ethical and practical implications of ethnographic investigation
of violent cultural practices.

Contributors. Dominique Buchillet, Carlos Fausto, Michael Heckenberger, Elsje
Lagrou, E. Jean Langdon, George Mentore, Donald Pollock, Fernando Santos-
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Vidal, Neil L. Whitehead, Johannes Wilbert, Robin Wright
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