
The Best At It Maulik Pancholy: An
Unforgettable Coming-of-Age Story Full of
Emotion and Self-Discovery
When it comes to young adult literature, there is something truly captivating about
stories that explore the challenges of growing up and finding one's place in the
world. "The Best At It" by Maulik Pancholy is a remarkable novel that delves into
these themes with grace, heart, and a generous dose of humor. From its
captivating characters to its beautifully crafted narrative, this book is an absolute
must-read for teenagers and adults alike.

In this article, we will take an in-depth look at why "The Best At It" stands out in
the world of young adult fiction. We will explore the remarkable storytelling, the
relatable characters, and the important messages that lie at the heart of this
unforgettable coming-of-age tale.

The Plot: Embracing Individuality and Self-Discovery

Set in a small town in Indiana, "The Best At It" follows the life of twelve-year-old
Rahul Kapoor, an Indian American seventh-grader who feels lost and invisible.
Struggling with his identity and feeling like an outsider, Rahul yearns to find his
place in the world and be recognized for something exceptional.
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With the support of his best friend Chelsea, Rahul embarks on a journey of self-
discovery that is full of unexpected twists and turns. As he navigates the ups and
downs of middle school, Rahul learns valuable lessons about the importance of
embracing his individuality and finding his own unique path to happiness.

The Characters: Relatable, Authentic, and Diverse

One of the greatest strengths of "The Best At It" lies in its characters. Maulik
Pancholy has masterfully crafted a diverse cast of individuals who are remarkably
relatable and authentic. From Rahul's caring but sometimes overbearing parents
to his quirky and supportive best friend, each character brings a distinct voice and
perspective to the story.

Rahul himself is a protagonist that readers will instantly connect with. His
struggles and insecurities mirror the challenges faced by many young people,
regardless of their cultural background. As readers witness Rahul's journey, they
are reminded of the importance of self-acceptance, self-love, and the power of
believing in oneself.

The Themes: Cultivating Empathy and Celebrating Diversity

At its core, "The Best At It" is a story about embracing diversity and cultivating
empathy. Through Rahul's experiences, the book explores themes of race,
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identity, and the challenges faced by first-generation immigrant families.
Pancholy's writing beautifully captures the complexities of these issues, ensuring
that young readers not only learn valuable lessons but also develop a deep sense
of empathy and understanding for those who may be different from them.

Furthermore, "The Best At It" also sheds light on important topics such as the
pressure to conform to societal norms and the impact of toxic masculinity. By
tackling these issues with sensitivity and humor, Pancholy encourages readers to
question societal expectations and embrace their true selves without fear or
shame.

The Writing: A Perfect Blend of Humor, Heart, and Hope

Maulik Pancholy's writing style is a true delight. Through his clever use of humor,
heartfelt moments, and raw honesty, he effortlessly draws readers into Rahul's
world. Every page is filled with emotion, laughter, and hope, making it impossible
to put the book down.

Furthermore, Pancholy's ability to capture the unique voice and thoughts of a
twelve-year-old boy is commendable. Readers are transported back to their own
adolescent years, experiencing once again the joy, confusion, and wonder of
growing up. This authenticity adds an extra layer of depth to the novel, making it
a truly immersive reading experience.

: A Coming-of-Age Masterpiece

With its captivating plot, relatable characters, and important themes, "The Best At
It" by Maulik Pancholy is a masterpiece in the realm of young adult literature. This
thought-provoking and heartwarming novel reminds readers of all ages that being
oneself is the greatest achievement of all.



As you embark on Rahul's journey, you will laugh, cry, and cheer him on as he
learns to embrace his true self and discover his own unique brand of greatness.
"The Best At It" is a book that will leave a lasting impression, inspiring readers to
celebrate their individuality and find solace in their own personal victories.

So, don't miss out on this incredible coming-of-age story. Pick up "The Best At It"
today and let Rahul's journey ignite the ember of self-acceptance and
empowerment within you.
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From award-winning actor Maulik Pancholy comes a hilarious and heartfelt
middle grade debut about a gay Indian American boy coming into his own. One
of Time Out's “LGBTQ+ books for kids to read during Pride Month,” this is perfect
for fans of Tim Federle’s Nate series. A Stonewall Honor Book!
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Rahul Kapoor is heading into seventh grade in a small town in Indiana. The start
of middle school is making him feel increasingly anxious, so his favorite person in
the whole world, his grandfather, Bhai, gives him some well-meaning advice: Find
one thing you’re really good at and become the BEST at it.

Those four little words sear themselves into Rahul’s brain. While he’s not quite
sure what that special thing is, he is convinced that once he finds it, bullies like
Brent Mason will stop torturing him at school. And he won’t be worried about
staring too long at his classmate Justin Emery. With his best friend, Chelsea, by
his side, Rahul is ready to crush this challenge.... But what if he discovers he isn’t
the best at anything?

Funny, charming, and incredibly touching, this is a story about friendship, family,
and the courage it takes to live your truth. 
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