
The Boy Captive Of The Texas Mier
Expedition: An Unforgettable Tale of
Resilience and Survival

Deep in the heart of Texas, amidst the harsh and unforgiving terrain, lies a
remarkable story of bravery, resilience, and survival – the tale of the boy captive
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of the Texas Mier Expedition. This captivating account showcases the unwavering
spirit of a young boy held captive by Mexican forces, his relentless pursuit of
freedom, and the indomitable human spirit that can triumph against all odds.

A Fateful Journey Like No Other

In the winter of 1842, a group of Texian soldiers embarked on a perilous
expedition known as the Mier Expedition. Their aim? To retaliate against Mexico
for previous border raids and secure the territory of Texas. Little did they know,
this journey would go down in history as one of the most gripping sagas of
survival.
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Among the brave soldiers was a young boy, William Fishback, who had eagerly
joined the expedition, seeking adventure and glory. Unbeknownst to him, his life
was about to take an unexpected turn that would test his courage and resilience
unlike anything he had ever imagined.

A Brutal Capture
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On the banks of the Rio Grande, the Texian soldiers clashed with the Mexican
forces, resulting in fierce battles and a subsequent capture. William, as fate would
have it, found himself among the unfortunate prisoners of war. Young and
vulnerable, he faced the daunting task of surviving a brutal captivity characterized
by harsh living conditions, physical and emotional hardships, and the constant
threat of death.

A Glimmer of Hope

Despite the grim circumstances, William's spirit remained unbroken. Keenly
aware of the dire consequences of being held captive, he fervently plotted his
escape. Through stealth, cunning, and sheer determination, he seized a moment
of vulnerability and made a daring break for freedom. Miraculously, he managed
to evade his captors and disappear into the vast Texan wilderness.

An Arduous Journey to Freedom

Barely a teenager, William embarked on a treacherous journey through uncharted
territory, uncertain of who he could trust or where he could find refuge. Hunger,
fatigue, and the elements were constant companions, testing his physical
endurance and mental fortitude every step of the way. From dense forests to
rugged mountains, he fearlessly pushed beyond his limits, drawing strength from
his unwavering spirit to forge a path towards liberty.

Days turned into weeks, and weeks turned into months, as William navigated the
treacherous landscape, avoiding both Mexican forces and hostile Native
American tribes. His tales of close encounters with danger, narrow escapes, and
chance encounters with kind souls who aided his pursuit for freedom would leave
readers on the edge of their seats.

A Hero Returns



Against all odds, William Fishback emerged from the wilderness a changed
young man. Battle-hardened and endowed with a remarkable story of survival, he
reunited with his family, who had feared the worst during his absence. The boy
captive of the Texas Mier Expedition had become a legend in his own right – a
testament to the strength of the human spirit and a symbol of hope for an entire
nation.

A Legacy to Stand the Test of Time

The extraordinary tale of the boy captive of the Texas Mier Expedition remains
etched in history, inspiring generations to come. It serves as a reminder that even
in the darkest of times, the flicker of hope can ignite an unyielding determination
to overcome any obstacle. William Fishback's harrowing journey is a testament to
the indomitable human spirit and the relentless pursuit of freedom and justice.

As we delve into this remarkable account, we are reminded of our own ability to
triumph against adversity. The boy captive's story teaches us that resilience,
courage, and a refusal to surrender in the face of overwhelming odds can lead to
extraordinary outcomes – a timeless message that resonates with us all.

So, join us on this thrilling journey back in time, as we uncover the incredible
success story of the boy captive of the Texas Mier Expedition – a tale that will
captivate your imagination, inspire your spirit, and remind you that anything is
possible.
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This volume was published in 1909.

PREFATORY NOTE.

The stirring scenes and events as chronicled in
these pages were but the outcome of the border con-
tiguity of the Latin and Anglo-Saxon races, and the
struggle of each for supremacy. No unnatural con-
ditions existed, but Latin ownership and occupancy
of the coveted territory for several centuries, made
their aggression to them a matter of just and right-
eous enterprise. The Anglo-Saxon, a newly consti-
tuted power, claimed the right to overthrow the Latin
and take possession of his territory, and thus, moved
on the bitter feud and contention. What is known
in Texas as the Mier Expedition is only one of the
many bitter episodes forming a successful issue in the
possession of Texas.
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In the preparation of the romantic and picturesque
life of John C. C. Hill, a boy of thirteen years of age,
he having been an integral part of the Mier Expedition,
it has become necessary to recount the mishaps and
misfortunes of the more tragic parts of this Expedi-
tion. In doing so, the author has had no desire
whatever to arouse a feeling of bitterness or antago-
nisms upon the part of either the Mexicans or the
Texans, for her sympathies have been deeply enlisted
upon each side of the question. The wrongs and
mistakes, if any, as carried forward by both sides
at the time, have passed far down upon the receding
pages of history, and not one person lives today
who participated in this affair. Each opposing ele-
ment did what it felt was right at the time ; succeed-
ing generations will judge fairly and justly the mer-
its of both sides.

With Christmas of 1910, will be recorded the 68th
anniversary of the siege of Mier, and in this auspic-
ious year is being celebrated the great centennial of
Mexican Independence. Border complications have
ceased to exist and a firm and lasting friendship has
long since been established not only between Mexico
and the United States, but Texas, the old time enemy
and erstwhile colonial dependency of that grand com-
monwealth, is now a good friend whose citizens, in
large numbers, take up their residence successfully in
that country. Such unexpected possibilities could



only have been achieved by that great hero, patriot
and Statesman, General President Porfirio Diaz, to
whom has been given the power to redeem and save
his country and representatives from the whole world
have been invited to come within his broad domain
and assist in celebrating one of the most remarkable
and perfect successes in nation-building, known to
modern man. In the brief space of thirty-two years
has all this been achieved, and General Diaz has ac-
complished, in brief space mentioned, what it would
have required 100 years in any other country.

The Author of this story who has recorded the
scenes and events nearly three quarters of a century
past, begs to extend her heartiest felicitations to Gen-
eral Diaz and his brave and patriotic people in the
wonderful advancement made.

Respectfully,

THE AUTHOR.
............................................................................................

The Mier Expedition was a failed raid by a Texian militia on the Mexican border
settlement of Ciudad Mier on December 26, 1842. The attack was partly in hopes
of financial gain and partly in retaliation for the Dawson Massacre, in which 36
Texans were killed by the Mexican Army.**
**......summary from wikipedia
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