
The Brunei Revolt 1962-1963: Unraveling the
Forgotten Rebellion
The year was 1962 and Brunei, a small kingdom on the northern coast of Borneo,
was in turmoil. A group of rebels, fueled by nationalist sentiments and frustrated
with the British colonial rule, launched an audacious attempt to overthrow the
government. This would mark the beginning of the Brunei Revolt, a little-known
but significant event in the country's history.

The Brunei Revolt, also known as the Brunei Uprising, was a period of armed
rebellion that took place from December 1962 to June 1963. Led by a charismatic
figure named A.M. Azahari, the rebels sought to establish an independent Brunei
state free from British control. The revolt, while ultimately unsuccessful, had a
profound impact on the political landscape of the region and paved the way for
Brunei's eventual independence.

The origins of the revolt can be traced back to the post-World War II period when
anti-colonial sentiments surged across Southeast Asia. Countries like Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Vietnam were undergoing drastic political changes, and Brunei
couldn't remain immune to these influences.
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At the heart of the rebellion was A.M. Azahari, a Bruneian nationalist who was
deeply discontented with the British administration's handling of the country. He
believed that Brunei's resources were being exploited by the British, while its
people remained impoverished and marginalized. Inspired by revolutionary
movements in neighboring countries, Azahari saw armed rebellion as the only
way to bring about genuine change.

The revolt began on December 8, 1962, when Azahari and his followers
simultaneously attacked the Brunei Police Force's barracks, the Sultan's palace,
and various other key locations. The rebels also managed to seize control of the
Brunei Radio Station, broadcasting their message of liberation to the masses.

For the next few months, Brunei was embroiled in intense fighting as the rebels
and British forces clashed. The rebels, though outnumbered and outgunned,
showed great resilience and determination. They fought from the jungles,
employing guerrilla tactics and surprising the British with their knowledge of the
terrain.

However, despite their valiant efforts, the rebels ultimately faced defeat. The
British, with their superior firepower and military resources, gradually regained
control of the situation. By June 1963, the rebellion was effectively crushed, and
Azahari was forced to flee to Indonesia.

While the revolt might have been quelled, its impact on the political landscape of
Brunei was far from negligible. The British colonial administration realized the
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need for reforms and began a process of political and social changes. It was
during this period that discussions of Brunei's future independence gained
momentum.

In 1984, over two decades after the Brunei Revolt, the country finally achieved
independence and became a sovereign nation. The events of 1962-1963 played
a crucial role in shaping the national consciousness and further fueling the desire
for self-governance.

Today, the Brunei Revolt is often overlooked in history books, overshadowed by
more well-known revolutions and uprisings. However, its significance should not
be underestimated. It served as a catalyst for change in Brunei and paved the
way for the country's eventual independence.

As we look back on the Brunei Revolt, it is important to remember the sacrifices
made by those who fought for their beliefs. Their courage and determination in
the face of adversity should not be forgotten. The Brunei Revolt, though shrouded
in obscurity, remains an essential chapter in the nation's history - a chapter that
deserves recognition and remembrance.
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In December 1962, nationalists in Brunei, the hugely wealthy small kingdom on
the North Coast of Borneo, formed the Army of North Kalimantan (TNKU) and,
demanding greater democracy, engineered a rebellion against the Sultan and
seized a large number of hostages. Perceived to be an attempt by communists to
destabilize the Sultanate and seize power, within twelve hours of its outbreak,
British forces were dispatched by ship and aircraft from Singapore to restore
order, the first unit to arrive being 1/2nd Gurkhas, who entered the capital. Within
the week, the 1 Queens Own Highlanders had recaptured the strategically
important oil fields and occupied Seria, 42 Commando, Royal Marines attacked
Limbang and 1 Green Jackets landed in west Brunei. The next six months were
spent rounding up TNKU and, since there were major concerns that Indonesia
could be behind the Revolt, the charismatic Major General Walter Walker, then
commanding 17th Gurkha Division, was sent to Brunei to command operations.
By mid-May 1963, the surviving TNKU had been captured. While rapidly
suppressed, the Revolt was the catalyst for the three year Confrontation with
Indonesia 1963-66.
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