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If there is one country that has caught the world's attention with its remarkable
economic achievements, it has to be China. Its rapid growth and ascent as a
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global economic powerhouse have left economists and historians in awe. To truly
comprehend the intricate details behind China's economic success, one must
delve into a comprehensive resource - The Cambridge Economic History of
China Volume 2: To 1800.

Unveiling the Economic Splendors of Ancient and Imperial China

The Cambridge Economic History of China Volume 2 takes readers on an
unforgettable journey through millennia of Chinese history, shedding light on the
country's economic transformations from ancient times to the 19th century. This
magnum opus, compiled and edited by esteemed scholars, offers a panoramic
view of China's economic evolution, uncovering the secrets behind its enduring
prosperity and innovation.
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The volume begins by exploring the earliest economic systems in China, covering
the foundational periods of the Xia, Shang, and Zhou dynasties. It delves into the
agricultural advancements, technological breakthroughs, and trade networks that
laid the groundwork for future economic developments.
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As the narrative progresses, readers are transported to the magnificent era of the
Han and Tang dynasties, considered by many as golden ages in China's history.
The volume deciphers the economic mechanisms of these dynasties, highlighting
the pivotal role of silk production, the Grand Canal, and China's flourishing
connections with the rest of the world through the Silk Road.

A crucial turning point in China's economic trajectory arrives with the emergence
of imperial dynasties, such as the Song, Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties. The
Cambridge Economic History of China delves deep into these periods, unraveling
the complexities of the tributary system, the impact of foreign trade, and the
influence of European colonial powers in shaping China's trade policies.

A Window into Paradigm-Shifting Revelations

What distinguishes The Cambridge Economic History of China Volume 2 is its
endeavor to offer fresh insights and challenge prevailing assumptions. Through
meticulous research and analysis, the volume presents invaluable examinations
of key issues, including the effects of wars, famines, and political upheaval on
China's economic landscape.

One of the most intriguing areas of exploration lies in understanding China's
unique economic institutions and the role they played in establishing a resilient
and prosperous society. The examination of state-led projects, such as the
construction of gigantic water conservancy systems, highlights China's long-
standing emphasis on infrastructure development, emphasizing its enduring
impact on economic growth.

The volume also seeks to provide a balanced view of China's interactions with
the wider world. By meticulously analyzing diplomatic exchanges, trade
relationships, and the diffusion of technological knowledge, it challenges



misconceptions and offers a nuanced understanding of China's involvement in
global trade networks throughout history.

A Plethora of Scholarly Expertise

The breadth of knowledge within The Cambridge Economic History of China
Volume 2 is astonishing. A distinguished team of historians, economists, and
scholars have contributed their expertise to this epic undertaking, ensuring a rich
and comprehensive account of China's economic history. The seamless
integration of various perspectives and meticulous documentation of sources
result in a highly reliable and authoritative exploration of China's economic past.

The ultimate aim of this remarkable volume is to equip readers with a profound
understanding of China's economic journey. Students, scholars, and enthusiasts
of Chinese history will find an invaluable resource in The Cambridge Economic
History of China Volume 2, as it unveils the remarkable economic achievements
that propelled China to its present standing on the global stage.

Embrace the Historic Odyssey

In an ever-evolving world where China continues to make remarkable strides in
various sectors, understanding its economic foundations and time-honored
traditions becomes increasingly paramount. The Cambridge Economic History of
China Volume 2 offers an immersive experience, enveloping readers in China's
economic history like never before.

So, if you want to embark on an enlightening journey, enabling you to discover
the fascinating economic heritage of China, don't miss out on this remarkable
volume. Equip yourself with knowledge, immerse yourself in history, and unlock
the secrets behind China's enduring economic prowess.
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China's rise as the world's second-largest economy surely is the most dramatic
development in the global economy since the year 2000. But China's prominence
in the global economy is hardly new. Since 500 BCE, a dynamic market economy
and the establishment of an enduring imperial state fostered precocious
economic growth. Yet Chinese society and government featured distinctive
institutions that generated unique patterns of economic development. The six
chapters of Part I of this volume trace the forms of livelihood, organization of
production and exchange, the role of the state in economic development, the
evolution of market institutions, and the emergence of trans-Eurasian trade from
antiquity to 1000 CE. Part II, in twelve thematic chapters, spans the late imperial
period from 1000 to 1800 and surveys diverse fields of economic history,
including environment, demography, rural and urban development, factor
markets, law, money, finance, philosophy, political economy, foreign trade, human
capital, and living standards.
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