
The Complete Installation Guide Linux Mint:
Step-by-Step Instructions for Beginners
Are you a computer enthusiast looking to break free from the clutches of
Windows or macOS? Linux Mint might just be the perfect operating system for
you. With its user-friendly interface, vast software selection, and rock-solid
stability, Linux Mint has earned a loyal fan base over the years.

In this comprehensive installation guide, we will walk you through the step-by-
step process of installing Linux Mint on your computer. Whether you are a
seasoned Linux user or a curious beginner, this guide will provide all the
necessary information to ensure a smooth installation experience.

Why Choose Linux Mint?

Linux Mint is a Linux distribution based on Ubuntu, which itself is based on
Debian. It aims to provide a familiar and intuitive computing experience to users
coming from Windows or macOS backgrounds. Here are some of the reasons
why Linux Mint is worth considering:
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User-Friendly Interface: Linux Mint's Cinnamon desktop environment offers
a clean and modern interface that is easy to navigate even for newcomers.

Software Selection: The Linux Mint software manager gives users access
to thousands of free and open-source applications, making it easy to find and
install the necessary tools for your needs.

Stability and Security: Linux Mint is known for its rock-solid stability and
security. Updates are tested thoroughly before being released, ensuring a
reliable and secure computing experience.

Lightweight: Linux Mint requires minimal system resources compared to
other operating systems, making it ideal for older or less powerful hardware.

Before You Begin

Before diving into the installation process, let's quickly go over some important
things you need to take care of:

1. Back Up Your Data: Installing any new operating system comes with a
certain level of risk. It is essential to back up all your important files and data
before proceeding with the Linux Mint installation.

2. System Requirements: Check if your computer meets the system
requirements for Linux Mint. Generally, a modern system with at least 2GB of
RAM and 20GB of free storage space should be sufficient.

3. Create a Bootable USB Drive: Linux Mint installation requires a bootable
USB drive. Follow the official Linux Mint documentation to create one using a
Windows, macOS, or Linux computer.
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The Installation Process

Now that you have taken care of all the prerequisites, let's get started with the
actual installation process:

Step 1: Booting from the USB Drive

1. Insert the bootable USB drive into your computer.

2. Restart your computer and enter the BIOS or UEFI settings. This process
may vary depending on your system, but usually involves pressing a specific
key during boot-up (e.g., F2, F10, Del).

3. In the BIOS/UEFI settings, change the boot order to prioritize the USB drive.
Save the changes and exit the settings.

4. Your computer should now boot from the USB drive. If not, repeat the
previous steps and ensure that the USB drive is properly recognized.

Step 2: Choose Your Language and Install Linux Mint

Once your computer has successfully booted from the USB drive, you will be
presented with the Linux Mint boot menu. Follow these steps to continue with the
installation:

1. Select your preferred language and press Enter to proceed.

2. In the next screen, choose the option "Start Linux Mint" and press Enter.

3. Wait for Linux Mint to load the live session. This may take a few moments.

4. Once the live session has loaded, double-click on the "Install Linux Mint" icon
on the desktop to launch the installer.

5. Follow the on-screen instructions to configure the installation settings, such
as language, keyboard layout, and installation type (e.g., erase disk, dual-



boot with another operating system).

6. Choose the installation destination and partitioning options according to your
preferences. If you are unsure, select the recommended options.

7. Confirm the installation settings and click "Install Now" to begin the
installation process.

Step 3: Customize and Finalize the Installation

As Linux Mint installs on your computer, you will be prompted to customize
certain aspects and finalize the installation:

1. Choose your time zone, and click "Continue."

2. Create a username and password for your Linux Mint account. It is
recommended to use a strong password for security purposes.

3. Wait for the installation to complete. This may take a few minutes.

4. Once the installation finishes, click "Restart Now" to reboot your computer.

Congratulations! You have successfully installed Linux Mint on your computer.
Remove the USB drive and boot into your new Linux Mint system.

Getting Started with Linux Mint

Now that you have Linux Mint up and running, here are a few essential tips to
help you get started:

Update your system: After installing Linux Mint, it is crucial to update your
system to ensure you have the latest security patches and software updates.
Open the Update Manager and click "Install Updates" to get started.



Install additional software: Explore the Software Manager to find and
install applications tailored to your needs. Popular options include web
browsers, office suites, media players, and graphic editing tools.

Customize your desktop: Linux Mint offers various customization options to
make your desktop environment truly yours. Experiment with wallpapers,
themes, icons, and different applets to personalize your experience.

Join the Linux Mint community: Connect with fellow Linux Mint users
through online forums, social media groups, and live chat. The community
can provide valuable insights, troubleshooting tips, and software
recommendations.

Congratulations on completing the installation of Linux Mint! You have taken a
significant step towards exploring the world of Linux and enjoying the many
benefits it offers. By following this comprehensive installation guide, you should
now have a solid understanding of how to install Linux Mint and get started with
this powerful operating system.

Remember, Linux Mint is a highly customizable platform, so don't be afraid to
experiment and explore. With time and practice, you will become more proficient
in using Linux Mint and discover its vast potential as a daily driver.
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Linux Mint is an open source operating system which is available for use free of
cost. One can use Linux Mint as a replacement for paid and proprietary operating
systems. It is suitable for most users as it is easy to install, configure and use
while being powerful in terms of features and performance. The latest Long-Term
Support (LTS) version of Linux Mint with support till 2025 is Linux Mint 20.2
‘Uma’. Linux Mint provides users with an option to choose a suitable Linux Mint
Edition. The editions are Cinnamon, MATE and Xfce. Who this book is for? This
book is intended for all computer users who need to install a wonderful free
operating system “Linux Mint” on their laptop or desktop computers on their own
without need of any Technical Support or Assistance. Apart from home and office
users, aspiring Hardware Engineers, Technicians and System Administrators can
keep this book handy for reference to various installation and troubleshooting
procedures while learning and while working in the field as well. They can use the
methods mentioned in this book to create safe bootable media and install Linux
Mint in different ways, troubleshoot errors that occurs during installation process,
backup data from systems, etc. It also covers topics with supporting information
such as upgrading Linux Mint to latest version, repair flash drives if damaged
during bootable media creation, manual Linux partitioning, etc. Why this
installation guide? You may at once close this window and drop the idea of buying
this installation guide thinking that the topics listed below could be searched
online and applied. Internet search is an ocean of information. There is no topic
or method on which you may not get a list of thousand resources as a result of
search query. But there are certain facts behind these results which may render
them unusable to solve your problem. Some of those are listed below: a. You
have to fast scan through the long list of results to know what they contain b. All
steps are not produced in a single resource and are scattered across internet.
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Each resource may be written by a different author in different style. Thus, there
may be no sync between all steps of an entire procedure. c. Most top-ranking
resources may be on top due to perfect SEO and may not contain content as per
your requirement d. Most articles will be plain theory without any visuals in
support of procedures e. Resources become irrelevant with change of Operating
Systems versions. Each version may have changes in their procedures. Thus,
this guide is perfect for you as it features visual demonstration of lots of actual
screenshots captured during practical procedures covering each and every step
in a sequence. You do not need to search for every internal step separately on
internet as all the intermediate steps are collected in this single guide. It will be
kept handy with you all times in your kindle device, phone, tablet or computer
accessible through kindle library whenever you need. Above all, you will always
get the updated edition of this book for free always!!! To get the most out of this
book You should read the methods provided in this book while grasping the
concepts that are inhibit in the methods. This approach will help you not only
learn installation of Linux Mint, rather it will be useful to apply similar methods for
installation and troubleshooting of other Linux flavours and other operating
systems such as Windows as well. You should have the following handy with you
to practice the methods mentioned in this book practically: • A Desktop or Laptop
without any useful Data • Flash Drive • A re-writable DVD or a set of blank DVDs
Disclaimer The content provided in this book is for educational and learning
purposes only. Trademarked names may appear in this book with no intention of
infringement of the trademark. All trademarks are acknowledged as belonging to
their respective owners.
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