The Curious History Of Japan Balloon Bomb
Attack On America Studies In War

During World War Il, Japan launched a series of balloon bomb attacks on the
United States. These attacks, known as the "Fu-Go" campaign, remain one of the
most intriguing chapters in the history of warfare. This article takes a closer look

at this curious and often overlooked aspect of Japan's war efforts.

The Origin of Balloon Bombs

The idea of using balloons as a means of warfare dates back to ancient times.
However, it was during World War Il that Japan revived this ancient practice. The
Japanese military developed and launched more than 9,000 balloon bombs from
late 1944 until early 1945.

These balloons, made of lightweight paper, were equipped with incendiary and
anti-personnel devices. The goal was to use the high-altitude jet stream to carry
the bombs across the Pacific Ocean and ultimately cause destruction in the
United States.
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The Secret Operation

The Japanese Army's 30th Independent Brigade was responsible for the
development, deployment, and launch of the balloon bombs. The operation was
carried out with utmost secrecy, as Japan aimed to create panic and disruption in

the United States without revealing their involvement.

The balloons were launched from the eastern coast of Japan and released at
specific altitudes to catch the jet stream that would carry them towards America.
The journey across the Pacific Ocean took several days, during which the
balloons faced numerous challenges, including strong winds and unpredictable

weather conditions.

The Targets and Impact

Although the exact number of balloon bombs that reached the United States is
unknown, it is estimated that around 1,000 of them made it across the Pacific.
The bombs were dispersed across the western parts of the country, with some

reaching as far as Canada and Mexico.

While the majority of the balloon bombs landed in unpopulated areas, some
caused damage and casualties. The most tragic incident occurred on May 5,
1945, in Oregon when a balloon bomb killed six people, including five children

and a pregnant woman.

The American Response

Initially, the United States government kept the balloon bomb attacks a secret

from the public to avoid causing panic. However, as more incidents occurred,
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authorities began to take action.

The U.S. Army Air Forces launched a countermeasure campaign known as
"Operation Firefly" to identify, track, and shoot down the balloons. They relied on
radar and fighter aircraft patrolling the west coast to spot and destroy the

approaching balloon bombs.

By the summer of 1945, the United States had effectively neutralized the balloon
bomb threat. The bombings in Japan and the upcoming atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki shifted the attention of both countries towards more

devastating tactics.

The Legacy of Balloon Bombs

The balloon bomb attacks by Japan had a limited impact on the United States,
but they hold significant historical and psychological importance. The fact that
Japan managed to strike the American mainland with balloon bombs remains a

curiosity of war history.

Studies conducted after the war helped both nations understand the limitations
and possibilities of aerial warfare. The United States, in particular, used this

knowledge to improve their defenses against potential future threats.

In Japan, the balloon bomb attacks were often downplayed or forgotten. It was
not until decades later that the events resurfaced in public consciousness.
Various museums and memorial sites have been established in both countries,

commemorating this peculiar chapter in history.

The Curiosity Lives On

While the balloon bomb attacks during World War Il may not be widely known,

they serve as a reminder of the ingenuity and resourcefulness shown by nations



during times of war. The curious history of these attacks continues to capture the
interest of researchers and enthusiasts alike, delving into the often overlooked

aspects of wartime strategies.

Awareness and understanding of lesser-known historical events such as the
Japan balloon bomb attack can provide valuable insights into the complexity of

warfare and the ingenuity of those involved.

As we delve into the archives and explore the remarkable stories of our past, let
us not forget the remarkable and curious history of the balloon bomb attacks on

America.
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Near the end of World War I, in an attempt to attack the United States mainland,
Japan launched its fu-go campaign, deploying thousands of high-altitude
hydrogen balloons armed with incendiary and high-explosive bombs designed to
follow the westerly winds of the upper atmosphere and drift to the west coast of

North America. After reaching the mainland, these fu-go, the Japanese hoped,
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would terrorize American citizens and ignite devastating forest fires across the
western states, ultimately causing the United States to divert wartime resources
to deal with the domestic crisis. While the fu-go offensive proved to be a complete

tactical failure, six Americans lost their lives when a discovered balloon exploded.

Ross Coen provides a fascinating look into the obscure history of the fu-go
campaign, from the Japanese schoolgirls who manufactured the balloons by
hand to the generals in the U.S. War Department who developed defense
procedures. The book delves into panic, propaganda, and media censorship in
wartime. Fu-go is a compelling story of a little-known episode in our national

history that unfolded virtually unseen.

Purchase the audio edition.
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