
The Dangerous Rise Of The SUV

Over the past few decades, there has been a dramatic rise in the popularity of
Sport Utility Vehicles (SUVs) around the world. These large, powerful vehicles
have become the preferred choice for many consumers, offering a range of
benefits such as spacious interiors, versatile cargo capacity, and a commanding
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driving position. However, the surge in SUV sales has also brought a whole set of
new challenges and dangers that society needs to address.

The Environmental Impact

One of the primary concerns associated with the rise of SUVs is their significant
environmental impact. SUVs are notorious for their high fuel consumption and
carbon emissions. With the increase in SUV ownership, global greenhouse gas
emissions have soared. The excessive carbon footprint of these vehicles
contributes directly to climate change, exacerbating the already critical
environmental challenges we face.
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Inequality on the Roads

In addition to their environmental impact, SUVs have also contributed to a rise in
inequality on the roads. The size and weight of these vehicles make them more
dangerous in accidents. Pedestrians and cyclists are at a greater risk due to
reduced visibility for drivers. The dominance of SUVs on the roads narrows the
space available for other road users, making it less safe for smaller vehicles.

Urban Planning Challenges
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The rise of SUVs has presented significant challenges for urban planning. The
increasing demand for parking spaces and the need for wider roads to
accommodate these large vehicles has resulted in a strain on infrastructure and
limited resources. Urban areas need to adapt their infrastructure to cater to the
growing number of SUVs, which diverts funds and resources from important
public services such as public transportation and cycling lanes.

Health and Safety Concerns

SUVs have also raised health and safety concerns within communities. The
alarming increase in traffic deaths and injuries caused by these vehicles calls for
stricter regulations and safety measures. Moreover, the sedentary lifestyle
associated with SUV ownership contributes to public health problems, such as
obesity and cardiovascular diseases.

Alternative Solutions

To address these dangers and challenges posed by the rise of SUVs, it is crucial
to consider alternative solutions. Governments and manufacturers need to
promote the adoption of electric SUVs or smaller, more fuel-efficient models.
Implementing stricter emissions standards, providing incentives for eco-friendly
vehicles, and improving public transportation infrastructure are also essential
measures to combat the negative effects of SUVs on a societal level.

The Road Ahead

While SUVs may offer certain advantages, it is imperative to recognize and
mitigate the dangers and consequences associated with their increased
popularity. By promoting sustainable transportation options, investing in
infrastructure improvements, and raising awareness about the environmental and
societal impacts of SUVs, we can strive for a safer, greener future.
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SUVs have taken over America's roads. Ad campaigns promote them as safer
and "greener" than ordinary cars and easy to handle in bad weather. But very
little about the SUV's image is accurate. They poorly protect occupants and inflict
horrific damage in crashes, they guzzle gasoline, and they are hard to control.

Keith Bradsher has been at the forefront in reporting the calamitous safety and
environmental record of SUVs, including the notorious Ford-Firestone rollover
controversy. In High and Mighty, he traces the checkered history of SUVs,
showing how they came to be classified not as passenger cars but as light trucks,
which are subject to less strict regulations on safety, gas mileage, and air
pollution. He makes a powerful case that these vehicles are even worse than we
suspect--for their occupants, for other motorists, for pedestrians and for the
planet itself.

In the tradition of Unsafe at Any Speed and Fast Food Nation, Bradsher's book is
a damning exposé of an industry that puts us all at risk, whether we recognize it
or not.
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