
The Dramatic Re-Construction of the Frankfurt
War Crimes Trials: A Glimpse into History

War crimes trials have played a significant role in addressing the atrocities
committed during times of conflict. One of the most notable trials that followed
World War II was the Frankfurt War Crimes Trials. These trials took place in
Frankfurt, Germany, from 1946 to 1949, in an effort to hold accountable those
responsible for the horrific acts committed during the war.

The Setting
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Frankfurt, a city ravaged by war, served as the backdrop for the trials. The city
offered a symbolic location due to its historical significance and the fact that it had
been heavily damaged during the war. The trials aimed not only to deliver justice
but also to signify the beginning of a new era, where international law would
prevail over acts of aggression.
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The Defendants

The Frankfurt trials featured influential Nazi officials and military personnel who
had been responsible for the planning and execution of various war crimes.
Among the defendants were notorious figures such as Hermann Göring, Rudolf
Hess, and Albert Speer. The trials brought together individuals who had played
key roles in the Nazi regime, allowing the world to witness the downfall of once
powerful figures.

The Prosecution

Prosecutors at the Frankfurt trials worked tirelessly to unveil the horrifying details
of the crimes committed. They presented evidence related to crimes against
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humanity, war crimes, and genocide. Witnesses, including survivors and soldiers,
gave chilling testimonies that painted a vivid picture of the atrocities that occurred
during the war.

The Dramatic Re-Construction

Decades later, a team of historians and filmmakers embarked on a mission to re-
create the scene and events that took place during the Frankfurt trials. Using
authentic testimonies and archival footage, they painstakingly reconstructed the
courtroom, complete with details down to the last stain on the wooden floor. The
re-construction aimed to provide an immersive experience for future generations,
allowing them to gain a deeper understanding of the historical significance of the
trials.



The team used advanced virtual reality technology and multimedia presentations
to bring the trials to life. Visitors to the exhibition can visually and audibly
experience the tension that filled the courtroom as the defendants were
confronted with their crimes. The reconstructed scenes serve as a powerful
reminder of the importance of justice and the consequences of unchecked power.

Preservation of History
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The re-construction of the Frankfurt trials not only allows individuals to learn
about the past but also helps preserve history. By recreating the trials, historians
can ensure that the lessons learned from this dark period in history are not
forgotten. The immersive experience provided through this reconstruction instills
a sense of empathy and understanding, as visitors can witness the emotional toll
that the trials had on both the defendants and the survivors.

A Glimpse into History

The dramatized re-construction of the Frankfurt War Crimes Trials offers a unique
opportunity to step back in time and understand the magnitude of the events that
unfolded during the post-World War II era. The trials played a crucial role in
bringing accountability and justice to those responsible for acts of genocide and
war crimes. The re-created scenes and testimonies provide a vivid portrayal of
the hardships faced by the victims and the significance of the legal proceedings
that followed.

The Frankfurt War Crimes Trials serve as a stark reminder of the consequences
of war and the importance of justice. Through the immersive re-construction of
the trials, individuals today can gain a deeper appreciation of history and the
sacrifices made to ensure accountability for wartime atrocities. As technology
continues to advance, it is essential to utilize these tools to preserve and share
valuable historical experiences like those witnessed in the Frankfurt trials.
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The Investigation is a dramatic reconstruction of the Frankfurt War Crimes trials,
based on the actual evidence given. This testimony, concerning Auschwitz and
the atrocities which were enacted there, has been edited and extracted by Peter
Weiss into a dramatic document that relies solely and completely on the facts for
its effectiveness.

There is no artistic license, no manipulation of facts and figures, no
rearrangement of events for theatrical effect. Nameless witnesses stand and
recall their appalling memories of Auschwitz, allowing us to bear witness to their
painful and painstaking search for truth and ultimately justice. What emerges is a
chastening and purging documentary of deeply moving power.
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