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GLOBAL AGENTS OF CHANGE
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In recent decades, the Filipino migration experience has become a significant
phenomenon that has shaped not only the lives of the individuals who migrate but

also the societies they become a part of. As global agents of change, Filipino
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migrants have made substantial contributions to various aspects of society

worldwide, from economic growth to cultural diversity.

The Filipino Diaspora

The Filipino diaspora refers to the large-scale migration of Filipinos to different
parts of the globe. It is estimated that there are over 10 million Filipinos living and

working in more than 100 countries worldwide.
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The reasons behind this mass migration can be attributed to a combination of
factors. Economic opportunities, lack of job prospects in the Philippines, and the
desire for a better life are some of the driving forces behind Filipino migration.
Additionally, political instability and armed conflicts in certain regions of the

country have also forced many Filipinos to seek safer environments elsewhere.

Economic Contributions

Filipino migrants have played a crucial role in uplifting not only their own lives but
also the economies of both their host and home countries. Remittances, or the

money sent back by overseas Filipino workers, contribute significantly to the
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Philippines' GDP. In 2020 alone, remittances from Filipinos abroad reached a
record high of $33.19 billion.

Furthermore, skilled Filipino professionals, particularly in the fields of healthcare,
engineering, and information technology, are highly sought after globally. Their
expertise and dedication contribute to the growth and development of many

industries in their host countries, enabling economic progress and innovation.

Cultural Enrichment

Aside from their economic impact, Filipino migrants also contribute greatly to the
cultural diversity of their host societies. The Filipino diaspora has introduced
vibrant festivals, culinary delights, traditional music, and various art forms to

countries all over the world.

Moreover, Filipino migrants uphold their rich cultural heritage through community
organizations and events. These initiatives help preserve and celebrate Filipino
customs and traditions, while also fostering cultural exchange and understanding

between Filipino migrants and their new communities.

Issues and Challenges

While the Filipino migration experience has undoubtedly brought about numerous
positive changes, it is not without its challenges. Separation from families and
loved ones, social isolation, and cultural adaptation difficulties are some of the

hardships faced by Filipino migrants.

Additionally, cases of labor exploitation, human trafficking, and discrimination are
prevalent issues faced by some Filipino migrants. These challenges highlight the
importance of creating and enforcing policies that ensure the protection, well-

being, and fair treatment of migrants around the world.



The Power of Collaboration

To maximize the positive impact of Filipino migration, collaboration between
governments, migrant organizations, and other stakeholders is crucial. By
working together, key players can address the issues and challenges faced by
Filipino migrants and create opportunities that benefit both migrants and their

host countries.

Furthermore, dialogue and understanding between cultures play a significant role
in promoting integration and social cohesion. Embracing diversity and extending
support networks to migrants can help them feel valued and contribute more

effectively to society.

The Filipino migration experience serves as a powerful testament to the
resilience, determination, and talent of Filipinos around the world. As global
agents of change, they have become pillars of economic growth and cultural
diversity in their host countries. However, it is essential to address the challenges
they face and foster an environment of inclusivity, collaboration, and protection for

migrants.
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The Filipino Migration Experience introduces a new dimension to the usual
depiction of migrants as disenfranchised workers or marginal ethnic groups. Mina
Roces suggests alternative ways of conceptualizing Filipino migrantsas critics of
the family and cultural constructions of sexuality, as consumers and investors, as
philanthropists, as activists, and, as historians. They have been able to transform
fundamental social institutions and well-entrenched traditional norms, as well as
alter the business, economic and cultural landscapes of both the homeland and

the host countries to which they have migrated.

Mina Roces tells the story of the Filipino migration experience from the
perspective of the migrants themselves, tapping into hitherto underused primary
sources from the "migrant archives" and more than 70 interviews. Bringing the
fields of Filipino migration studies and Filipina/o/x American studies together, this
book analyzes some of the areas where Filipino migrants have forever changed

the status quo.
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