
The Fundamental Teachings of Samurai -
Unveiling the Ancient Wisdom

The Samurai, often considered synonymous with ancient Japan's noble warriors,
possessed virtues and principles that extended far beyond their swordsmanship
skills. These influential individuals were not simply trained warriors; their life was
shaped by a profound philosophy and moral code that governed their actions
both on and off the battlefield. In this article, we delve into the fundamental
teachings of the Samurai, exploring their wisdom that has resonated through the
ages.

Honour, Integrity, and Loyalty

Honour, integrity, and loyalty were the pillars upon which a Samurai's entire life
was built. These noble warriors lived by a code known as "Bushido," which
translates to "the way of the warrior." Bushido emphasized the importance of
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maintaining high moral standards, conducting oneself honorably, and being loyal
to one's lord and comrades. Samurai warriors held their reputation in high regard,
as it was believed that their actions reflected not only on themselves but also on
their family and lineage.
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Discipline and Self-Control

Samurai were renowned for their unwavering discipline and self-control. They
were trained to master their emotions and maintain composure even in the face
of adversity. Through rigorous training and practice, they became experts in self-
discipline, allowing them to make rational decisions in the heat of battle. This
discipline extended to all aspects of their lives, whether in personal relationships
or carrying out their duty to their lords.

The Pursuit of Martial Excellence

The code of the Samurai emphasized the pursuit of martial excellence. A
samurai's skill on the battlefield was seen as a reflection of their character and
dedication to their craft. Swordsmanship, archery, and horsemanship were
among the essential skills that every Samurai had to excel at. Understanding the
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importance of constant improvement, they engaged in rigorous training and
sought ways to enhance their abilities. The pursuit of martial excellence went
hand in hand with the Samurai's commitment to protect and serve their lord and
the greater good.

Embracing Death and Impermanence

Samurai were acutely aware of the impermanence of life, consistently living with
the prospect of death in battle. They embraced the idea that each day could be
their last, leading them to deeply cherish every moment and make the most of
their time. This acceptance of their mortality allowed them to face adversity with
courage, never fearing death but rather seeing it as a part of their journey.
Samurai believed that embracing death and impermanence was essential for
living a life of purpose and meaning.

Respect for Wisdom and Knowledge

Samurai shared a deep reverence for wisdom and knowledge. They appreciated
the importance of continuous learning and sought to enrich their understanding of
the world. In addition to their martial training, they immersed themselves in
philosophy, literature, and arts. This pursuit of knowledge allowed them to
broaden their perspectives and develop a well-rounded understanding of life. The
Samurai believed that true wisdom encompassed not only the physical aspects of
warfare but also the intellectual and spiritual realms.

The teachings of the Samurai transcend time and serve as a reminder of the
importance of character, honor, discipline, and knowledge. The Samurai's way of
life was defined by a profound philosophy that guided their actions and inspired
generations to come. By embracing these fundamental teachings, we can
incorporate the essence of the Samurai's wisdom into our lives, fostering
personal growth and embracing a higher standard of living.



So, let us embrace the way of the Samurai, and embark on a transformative
journey towards embodying the virtues that have withstood the test of time.
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The first installment in a multi-volume guide on the lost arts of the samurai—
presented in the English language for the very first time

Antony Cummins and Yoshie Minami have brought the teachings of the famed
samurai school Natori-Ryu back to life through The Book of Samurai series. This
first installment is a translation of two secret scrolls and establishes
the Fundamental Teachings of a samurai student, revealing the basic traditions of
Natori-Ryu.
 
The first scroll, Heika Jodan, contains 290 lessons that define the baseline for
samurai during times of peace—a time which is considered as preparation for
war. It focuses each student on expanding their own ability and conduct, giving
them the mind-set needed for any battles to come. The second scroll, Ippei
Yoko, moves the student onto the field of battle. It provides them with an
understanding of what is expected during a campaign of war and the necessary
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guidance for samurai who are to take up arms for the first time. These first two
Natori-Ryu documents are an in-depth and detailed account of the practicality of
samurai warfare, opening up the lost world of these Japanese warriors to all
modern readers.
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