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Leo Tolstoy, regarded as one of the greatest authors in literary history, was not
only famous for his epic novels like "War and Peace" and "Anna Karenina," but
also for his remarkable collection of short stories. These timeless classics, known
as the Perennial Classics, showcase Tolstoy's exceptional storytelling prowess in
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a condensed format. In this article, we will explore some of the greatest short
stories of Leo Tolstoy and delve into the reasons why they continue to captivate
readers worldwide.

The Death of Ivan Ilyich

The Death of Ivan Ilyich is undoubtedly one of Tolstoy's most celebrated short
stories, resonating with readers on a deep emotional level. The protagonist, Ivan
Ilyich, confronts his mortality and reflects on the meaning of life as he faces an
agonizing illness. Tolstoy's exploration of existential themes, such as the
inevitability of death and the pursuit of genuine happiness, makes this story a
thought-provoking masterpiece.
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How Much Land Does a Man Need?

In this allegorical tale, Tolstoy tells the story of a peasant named Pahom who
becomes obsessed with acquiring land. Through Pahom's relentless pursuit of
wealth and power, Tolstoy highlights the destructive nature of greed and the
futility of material possessions. This timeless message continues to resonate in
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contemporary society, reminding us of the importance of appreciating what we
have instead of constantly craving more.

The Kreutzer Sonata

The Kreutzer Sonata explores the complexities of love, jealousy, and marriage.
Tolstoy challenges societal norms and exposes the flaws and contradictions
within relationships through the eyes of the story's protagonist. This controversial
and gripping narrative delves deep into the human psyche, forcing readers to
question their own beliefs and values regarding love and fidelity.

Master and Man

In Master and Man, Tolstoy presents a compelling tale of moral redemption and
the fragility of life. The story follows a wealthy landowner and his servant as they
embark on a perilous journey through a snowstorm. Through their interactions
and the challenges they face, Tolstoy explores themes of compassion,
selflessness, and the inherent worth of every human life.

Leo Tolstoy's Perennial Classics continue to enchant readers with their profound
insights into the human condition. From exploring existential themes in The Death
of Ivan Ilyich to shedding light on the dangers of materialism in How Much Land
Does a Man Need?, Tolstoy's short stories remain relevant and thought-
provoking. These timeless classics provide readers with a unique window into the
depth and brilliance of Tolstoy's literary genius.
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The Russian novelist and moral philosopher Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910) ranks as
one of the world's great writers, and his "War and Peace" has been called the
greatest novel ever written. The purpose of all true creative art, he believed, is to
teach. But the message in all his stories is presented with such humour that the
reader hardly realises that it is strongly didactic.

The seven parts into which this book is divided include the best known Tolstoy
stories. "God Sees the Truth, but Waits" and "A Prisoner in the Caucasus" which
Tolstoy himself considered as his best; "How Much Land Does a Man Need?"
depicting the greed of a peasant for land; the most brilliantly told parable, "Ivan
the Fool" – these are all contained in this volume.

Contents:

The Godson
The Empty Drum
How Much Land does a Man Need?
The Repentant Sinner
The Three Hermits
A Grain as Big as a Hen's Egg
The Imp and the Crust
Too Dear!
The Coffee-House of Surat
The Prisoner of the Caucasus
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