
The Illustrated Life Of Stonewall Jackson:
From Heroic Achievements to Tragic End
Throughout history, countless individuals have left their mark on the world, and
one such person is the legendary Confederate general Thomas "Stonewall"
Jackson. His life and military career were filled with bravery, strategic prowess,
and ultimately, tragedy. In this article, we will dive deep into the illustrated life of
Stonewall Jackson, uncovering the historical details and significant events that
shaped his legacy.

Early Life and Education

Thomas Jonathan Jackson was born on January 21, 1824, in Clarksburg, Virginia
(modern-day West Virginia). From an early age, he exhibited determination and a
thirst for knowledge. His upbringing, marred by poverty and the death of his
father, proved to be the driving force behind his ambition.

Jackson's fascination with military history began during his time as a student at
the United States Military Academy at West Point. He showed great potential and
graduated in 1846, just in time to be part of the Mexican-American War.
Jackson's experiences during this conflict provided him with the early training and
experience that would shape his future military career.
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Marriage and Family

In 1853, Jackson married Elinor Junkin, the daughter of a Presbyterian minister.
However, their happiness was short-lived, as she tragically died during childbirth
just a year later. The loss devastated Jackson, and it left a lasting impact on his
life, driving him further toward his military pursuits.

Years later, Jackson would marry again, this time to Mary Anna Morrison. They
had a daughter named Julia, who would play a pivotal role in preserving her
father's memory and contributions to history.

The Civil War and Immortalized Actions

When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Stonewall Jackson quickly established
himself as one of the most skilled and fearless Confederate commanders. His
exemplary performance in various battles, such as the First Battle of Bull Run,
earned him the nickname "Stonewall" due to his stoic resolve and unyielding
defense.

One of the most memorable moments in Jackson's career came during the Valley
Campaign of 1862. His tactical brilliance and audacity led to a series of stunning
victories against superior Union forces. Jackson's swift movements and relentless
attacks created widespread panic among his opponents, solidifying his reputation
as a military genius.
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The illustrated depiction above captures the intensity and determination of
Stonewall Jackson as he led his troops to victory during the Valley Campaign. His
remarkable leadership skills and strategy continue to inspire military tacticians to
this day.

Tragic End and Legacy

Despite his numerous triumphs, tragedy struck Stonewall Jackson on May 2,
1863, at the Battle of Chancellorsville. In a severe case of friendly fire, Jackson
was mistakenly shot by his own men, resulting in a severe arm injury. Although
initially hopeful, he ultimately succumbed to pneumonia on May 10, 1863.
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Stonewall Jackson's death caused a significant blow to the Confederacy and
marked the loss of one of its greatest military minds. Yet, his legacy lived on. His
military strategies and leadership style continued to influence future generations
of military leaders, including the likes of World War II General George S. Patton.

Moreover, Jackson's story became immortalized in various works of art and
literature. Artists have depicted his heroic exploits on canvas, while authors have
penned biographies that capture the essence of his life. The illustrated visuals
and narratives allow us to envision his courage and dedication, ensuring that his
memory remains alive.

The illustrated life of Stonewall Jackson is filled with triumphs, tragedy, and the
mark of an extraordinary individual. From his humble beginnings to his influential
military career, Jackson's life exemplifies the epitome of dedication, courage, and
strategic brilliance. Despite his untimely death, his contributions continue to
shape historical narratives and inspire countless individuals to this day.

Stonewall Jackson's legacy is not just confined to the pages of history textbooks;
it lives on in the captivating illustrations that depict his greatness and the stories
that immortalize his heroic achievements. His life serves as a reminder that the
impact of extraordinary individuals can transcend time, continuing to inspire
generations to come.
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*Perfect for ages 7-9
*Includes pictures of Stonewall Jackson and other important people and places.
*Includes maps of some of Stonewall Jackson's famous battles.

“The only true rule for cavalry is to follow the enemy as long as he retreats.” –
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson

In Charles River Editors’ History for Kids series, your children can learn about
history’s most important people and events in an easy, entertaining, and
educational way. Pictures help bring the story to life, and the concise but
comprehensive book will keep your kid’s attention all the way to the end.

Thomas Jonathan Jackson is one of the most famous generals of the Civil War,
but many of the people he continues to fascinate probably don’t remember his
whole name. That’s because Jackson earned his famous “Stonewall” moniker at
the First Battle of Manassas or Bull Run, when Brigadier-General Bee told his
brigade to rally behind Jackson, whose men were standing like a stone wall.
Ironically, it’s still unclear whether that was a compliment for standing strong or an
insult for not moving his brigade, but the nickname stuck for the brigade and the
general itself.

Jackson would only enhance his legend over the next two years, first leading his
army on one of the most incredible campaigns of the war in the Shenandoah
Valley in 1862.. Known as the Valley Campaign, Jackson kept 3 Union armies
occupied north of Richmond with less than 1/3 of the men, marching his army up
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and down the Valley 650 miles in three months. The impressive feat helped his
men earn the nickname “foot cavalry.”

He is equally known for his famous flank march and attack at Chancellorsville on
May 2, 1863, which completely surprised the Army of the Potomac’s XI Corps and
rolled the Union line up. The attack would end up winning the battle for the
Confederates, who were outnumbered by nearly 50,000 men at Chancellorsville.
As fate would have it, Jackson was mortally wounded at the height of what may
have been his finest hour, depriving the Confederacy of one of its best generals.
Many still wonder how the outcome of Gettysburg or the Civil War itself may have
changed if Jackson had lived.

Of all the Civil War generals, none have been mythologized like Stonewall
Jackson, whose quirks and piety have made him a subject of study among
military historians and Christians alike. History for Kids: The Illustrated Life of
Stonewall Jackson closely examines Jackson’s military career and discusses the
legends and mystique that have since surrounded his legacy, but it also
humanizes the devoutly religious and tender husband who humored his students
at Virginia Military Institute, loved his family, never cursed, and treated strangers
with the utmost respect. Along with pictures of Jackson and other important
people and events in his life, your kids will learn about Stonewall like you never
before.
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