
The Incredible Journey of The Elephant From
Baghdad: A Tale of Resilience and Adventure
Once upon a time, in the bustling city of Baghdad, an extraordinary creature
captured the hearts and imaginations of all who crossed its path. This remarkable
tale of the elephant from Baghdad, as recounted by Mary Tavener Holmes in her
captivating book, is a testament to the strength of friendship, the power of
determination, and the boundless wonders of the world.

The Elephant from Baghdad is an enchanting tale that transports readers back in
time to the vibrant and culturally rich city of Baghdad during the 9th century. In
this golden age of the Islamic world, a young elephant named Abul-Abbas was
given as a gift to the reigning Abbasid Caliph, Harun al-Rashid, by the Indian ruler
of Sind. This magnificent creature quickly became the talk of the city, captivating
both locals and visitors from far and wide.

The book takes us on a breathtaking journey as we witness how Abul-Abbas
forms an unbreakable bond with his young caretaker, Ibrahim. The pair embark
on a daring adventure across deserts, mountains, and treacherous terrains, with
the aim of delivering a valuable gift to the Emperor Charlemagne. Along the way,
they encounter a multitude of fascinating characters and face countless
challenges that test their resilience and determination.
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Holmes' storytelling prowess shines through every page of this mesmerizing tale.
Her vivid descriptions and meticulous attention to detail allow readers to immerse
themselves fully in the world she recreates. From the opulent palaces of Baghdad
to the vast expanse of the Arabian Desert, the settings are brought to life with
such richness and authenticity that one can almost taste the sand in the air and
feel the scorching sun on their skin.

One of the notable aspects of this book is Holmes' ability to seamlessly weave
together elements of history, adventure, and friendship. As readers follow Abul-
Abbas and Ibrahim's epic journey, they learn about the vibrant cultural tapestry of
medieval Baghdad, filled with poets, scholars, and merchants from all corners of
the world. The historical accuracy of the narrative is enhanced by Holmes'
meticulous research, making every twist and turn of the story feel plausible and
rooted in reality.

Another captivating aspect of The Elephant from Baghdad is the profound
exploration of the bond between humans and animals. Abul-Abbas, with his
gentle nature and wise eyes, serves as a symbol of resilience and hope, teaching
readers important lessons about empathy and compassion. Through the
challenges faced by the elephant and his young companion, Holmes highlights
the strength that can be found in an unwavering friendship and the transformative
power it holds.

In an era where the fast-paced world often leaves little room for contemplation
and connection, The Elephant from Baghdad reminds us of the importance of
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embracing different cultures, celebrating diversity, and valuing the precious gifts
that life brings us.

As you turn the final page of this enthralling novel, you will find yourself yearning
for more stories from the captivating world created by Holmes. The Elephant from
Baghdad is a tale that will resonate with readers of all ages, urging them to
embark on their own journeys of discovery and reminding them that even the
most unexpected alliances can lead to the most remarkable adventures.
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Who would have thought that the emperor Charlemagne would make friends with
an albino elephant, a gift from the caliph of Baghdad? Told from the fictionalized
point of view of a monk who set down the actual story in 883–884 CE, the book
follows the elephant’s journey through Egypt, across the Mediterranean to Italy
and across the Alps to Germany. When the elephant finally reaches his
destination, Charlemagne is so delighted with his exotic new pet that he
introduces him to his many children and bathes with him in the hot springs near
his palace. When the elephant dies of old age, the emperor is heartbroken. Jon
Cannell invigorates his charming mixed-media artwork with artifacts, paintings,
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and sculpture from earlier centuries. An author’s note about the origins of the
story and the remarkable water clock carried by the elephant is included.
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