
The Incredible Story of Enduring Love from
the Burma Railway
The Burma Railway, also known as the Death Railway, holds a place in history as
one of the most remarkable engineering feats of all time. It was constructed
during World War II by forced laborers, including prisoners of war and Asian
laborers, under the harsh rule of the Japanese Empire, with the objective of
connecting Bangkok, Thailand and Rangoon, Myanmar.

Amidst the pain, suffering, and brutality of this immense project, a story of love
was being written. The incredible bond formed between Margaret and Henry,
amidst the unfathomable living conditions and constant fear of death, shines as a
beacon of hope amidst the darkness.

The Beginnings

Margaret, a young nurse hailing from Australia, found herself stationed at a
medical facility along the Burma Railway. She, along with many other brave
individuals, volunteered to provide medical assistance to the prisoners of war and
forced laborers engaged in the construction. Among them, she met Henry, a
British officer who had been captured during the fall of Singapore.
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Their initial encounters were brief, but it was evident from the start that there was
a unique connection between them. As the days turned into weeks and then into
months, Margaret and Henry's relationship blossomed amidst the harsh realities
of captivity.

Love Amidst Adversity

The conditions along the Burma Railway were beyond comprehension. The
prisoners and laborers struggled daily with malnutrition, diseases, and the
constant threat of violence. Yet, in this bleak environment, Margaret and Henry
found solace and strength in each other's company.

Their love, like a fragile flower fighting against a storm, endured the agonizing
realities of war. In the midst of despair, they clung to hope and the determination
to survive, promising each other that they would make it through this ordeal
together.

The Ultimate Sacrifice

Tragedy struck one fateful day when Margaret fell gravely ill. The limited medical
resources on the railway were scarce, and the chances of her survival were slim.
Henry remained by her side day and night, offering whatever comfort he could as
her condition deteriorated.

Unfortunately, Margaret succumbed to her illness. Henry was devastated but
found solace in the knowledge that their love had endured until the very end. He
vowed to honor her memory by continuing to fight for survival, driven by the
strength of their love.
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A Legacy of Love

Though Margaret and Henry's story may seem tragic, their love continues to
inspire countless people. Their unwavering dedication and commitment to each
other in the face of unspeakable horrors are a testament to the indomitable spirit
of love.

Today, the Burma Railway stands as a reminder of the sacrifice and suffering that
took place within its borders. Among the tales of pain and loss, the story of
Margaret and Henry shines as a beacon of hope, teaching us the power of love to
transcend even the darkest of times.

Inspiring a New Generation

As time goes on, the memory of Margaret and Henry's enduring love must not be
forgotten. Their story serves as a reminder to cherish the bonds we form and to
find strength even in the most challenging circumstances.

We must continue to share their story, honor their legacy, and be inspired by their
unwavering love. It is through these efforts that we keep alive the spirit of
endurance, resilience, and love that defined the Burma Railway.

The Story Lives On

The story of enduring love from the Burma Railway will forever be etched in
history. It serves as a reminder of the power of love to overcome even the
harshest of conditions, giving us hope in times of despair.
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Through a precious cache of WWII letters, a story of war is revealed. But also,
most movingly, a story of love, resilience and survival, from award-winning and
bestselling writer, Peter Rees and Sue Langford..

'Profoundly moving ... I don't mind saying I wept at the end, for all the young men
lost to war, their widows and children ... a lovely book.' The Australian

Doug Heywood was a teenager when he discovered, in a shoebox hidden in a
wardrobe, hundreds of letters, all written by his father, Scott Heywood. As a POW
on the infamous Burma Railway, Scott wrote almost daily to his young wife,
Margery, on scraps of paper that had to be hidden from guards. These letters tell
of an enduring love – and also, intriguingly, of how Scott dealt with the most
brutally testing circumstances.

Scott's story has echoes of another story happening 7000 kilometres away at the
same time. Viktor Frankl, a psychiatrist, was rounded up with his family and sent
to Auschwitz in September 1942. Frankl later wrote in his classic book Man's
Search for Meaning that the last of the human freedoms was the ability 'to choose
one's attitude in any set of circumstances'. Scott Heywood and Viktor Frankl, on
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opposite sides of the world, found their own ways to survive that were uncannily
similar.

This is the untold story of one man, one ordinary man, and his war. Woven
through it is Margery's story, as she waited anxiously with their two young
children in rural Victoria, trapped in an emotional rollercoaster, unaware that he
was writing letters to her that could not be posted. This is a powerful and moving
story of love, resilience and survival.
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