The Intriguing Insights of Jewish Scholarship
On The Resurrection Of Jesus

Throughout history, the resurrection of Jesus Christ has been a profoundly
significant event in Christian theology. However, what does Jewish scholarship

have to say about this miraculous event?

While Jewish perspectives may vary, there is a growing body of research and
analysis from Jewish scholars that sheds light on the resurrection from a unique
lens. In this article, we explore some of the intriguing insights provided by Jewish

scholarship on the resurrection of Jesus.

Understanding Jewish Context

One of the crucial aspects of analyzing the resurrection of Jesus is understanding
the historical and cultural context of Jewish life during that time. Jewish scholars
have delved into ancient texts, including the Hebrew Bible and other Rabbinic
literature, to gain a deeper understanding of what resurrection meant within

Jewish belief systems.
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By examining passages such as Ezekiel's vision of the valley of dry bones or the
writings of the prophet Isaiah, Jewish scholars have identified various instances
of resurrection-related ideas in Jewish thought. They argue that these passages
provide a rich background against which the resurrection of Jesus can be better

understood.

Exploring Alternate Interpretations

While Christian interpretations of Jesus' resurrection tend to focus on the
theological implications of the event, Jewish scholars often offer alternative
explanations based on historical and cultural lenses. Their exploration goes
beyond the divine aspect and seeks to understand the resurrection within a more

comprehensive framework.

Some Jewish scholars propose that the resurrection narrative could be viewed
metaphorically, representing the revival of Jewish hope and spirituality during

challenging times. They argue that the resurrection story serves as a powerful
symbol of the Jewish people's ability to rise above adversity and maintain their

identity.

Others suggest that the concept of resurrection might have been understood
differently in Jewish tradition compared to Christian theology. Jewish
interpretations of resurrection often emphasize a collective resurrection, wherein
the entire nation experiences a renewal or transformation, rather than an

individual's physical resurrection.

The Influence of Resurrection in Jewish Thought
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Jewish scholarship on the resurrection of Jesus also delves into the influence of
this concept on the development of Jewish thought and subsequent religious
movements. They explore how the Jewish understanding of resurrection evolved

over time and how it shaped various strands within Judaism.

Some scholars argue that the resurrection of Jesus sparked discussions and
debates within Jewish communities, leading to the emergence of new religious
sects such as early Christianity and the various Jewish apocalyptic movements.
They explore how these groups incorporated the resurrection narrative into their

beliefs and practices.

Additionally, Jewish scholars speculate on the impact of the resurrection concept
on the formation of Messianic ideologies, with Jesus potentially being seen as an

example of a messianic figure within certain Jewish circles.

Jewish Perspectives on Jesus' Resurrection

While Jewish scholarship generally focuses on analyzing the resurrection of
Jesus from an academic standpoint, it is essential to acknowledge that there is a

diversity of viewpoints within Jewish communities.

Some Jewish scholars reject the resurrection as a historical event and interpret it
solely within the realm of Christian belief. Others, however, approach the topic
with an open mind, seeking to engage in interfaith dialogue and understand the

significance of the resurrection from both Christian and Jewish perspectives.

It is crucial to recognize that Jewish perspectives on the resurrection of Jesus
remain subjective and reflective of individual scholars or religious denominations

within Judaism.



Jewish scholarship on the resurrection of Jesus offers a compelling insight into
the multifaceted nature of this event. By exploring Jewish perspectives, we can
uncover alternative interpretations, delve into historical and cultural contexts, and
understand the impact of the resurrection on Jewish thought and subsequent

religious movements.

Engaging with Jewish scholarship on the resurrection allows for important
conversations between different religious traditions and fosters a deeper

understanding of the complexities surrounding this significant event in Christian

theology.
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The Jewish study of Jesus has made enormous strides within the last two

hundred years. Virtually every aspect of the life of Jesus and related themes have
been analyzed and discussed. Jesus has been "reclaimed" as a fellow Jew by
many, although what this actually means remains a matter for discussion.
Ironically, the one event in the life of Jesus that has received significantly less

attention is the one that the New Testament proclaims as the most important of
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all: his resurrection from the dead. This book is the first attempt to document

Jewish views of the resurrection of Jesus in history and modern scholarship.

"Jewish Scholarship on the Resurrection of Jesus is a highly welcomed

volume. The book offers much more than an examination of scholarship on the
resurrection of Jesus. In effect, it examines the new interest that Jewish
intellectuals have developed, in the late modern era, in Jesus, and the
interpretations they have provided of Jesus and the movement he led. Mishkin
should be commended for his work. This is a rich, intelligent study that presents a
panoramic view of Jewish scholarship on Jesus and early Christianity. It will serve
well those interested in Jewish-Christian relations."

--Yaakov Ariel, Professor of Religious Studies, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill

"Mishkin takes up a controversial topic and deals with it intelligently and
delicately. In a thorough and nuanced study, he covers and recovers the
surprising twists and turns in the various Jewish approaches to the resurrection of
Jesus. | recommend this book for anyone who is interested in the plurality of
voices on this intriguing topic."

--Neta Stahl, Johns Hopkins University

David Mishkin (PhD, University of Pretoria) serves on the faculty of Israel College

of the Bible in Netanya, Israel.
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