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Functional programming has been gaining popularity in recent years, and one of
the most influential books in this field is The Joy Of Clojure by Chris Houser.
This comprehensive guide takes you on a journey through the world of the
Clojure programming language, showcasing its elegance, flexibility, and unique
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features that make it a joy to work with. In this article, we will explore the key
concepts and highlights of this book, as well as the impact it has had on the
programming community.

Exploring the World of Clojure

Clojure is a Lisp dialect designed to run on the Java Virtual Machine
(JVM),JavaScript engines, and more recently, even on the .NET framework. It
combines the expressiveness and simplicity of Lisp with the power of functional
programming, providing developers with a robust and efficient toolset for building
modern applications.
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Chris Houser, a seasoned software developer and one of the core contributors to
Clojure, takes the readers on a journey through this fascinating world in his book,
The Joy Of Clojure. With his clear and concise writing style, Houser introduces
the language's concepts, syntax, and philosophy, illustrating them through
numerous examples and real-world use cases.
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The Joy Of Clojure goes beyond just teaching the syntax of the language. It dives
deep into the principles of functional programming and showcases how Clojure
embraces and leverages them. Houser demonstrates how to write concise and
expressive code by focusing on immutability, pure functions, and the manipulation
of collections with the built-in sequence library.

Through practical examples and exercises, readers learn how to solve complex
problems in a more elegant and efficient way. The book emphasizes the
importance of composability and abstraction, enabling developers to build
reusable and modular systems. Houser shares his insights on how Clojure
encourages exploration by providing a rich set of tools, such as macros, to extend
the language and mold it to fit the needs of each project.

The Impact on the Programming Community

Since its publication, The Joy of Clojure has become an essential resource for
both beginners and experienced programmers looking to delve into functional
programming with Clojure. The book's emphasis on real-world examples and
practical techniques has resonated with many developers, making it a go-to
reference for understanding the nuances of the language and its ecosystem.

The unique approach of the book has also inspired a strong community around
Clojure. Developers from various backgrounds come together to share their
experiences, best practices, and libraries built on top of the language. Chris
Houser's contributions to the Clojure community extend beyond the book, as he
continues to educate and foster growth through talks, meetups, and mentorship.

The Joy Of Clojure by Chris Houser is a must-read for anyone interested in
functional programming and exploring the world of Clojure. It provides a
comprehensive to the language, while also delving deep into the principles and



techniques that make Clojure a powerful tool for modern development. The
book's impact on the programming community is evident through the growth of
the Clojure ecosystem and the enthusiasm of its practitioners. So dive into the joy
of Clojure and unlock the power of functional programming!
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Summary

The Joy of Clojure, Second Edition is a deep look at the Clojure language. Fully
updated for Clojure 1.6, this new edition goes beyond just syntax to show you the
"why" of Clojure and how to write fluent Clojure code. You'll learn functional and
declarative approaches to programming and will master the techniques that make
Clojure so elegant and efficient.

Purchase of the print book includes a free eBook in PDF, Kindle, and ePub
formats from Manning Publications.

About the Technology

The Clojure programming language is a dialect of Lisp that runs on the Java
Virtual Machine and JavaScript runtimes. It is a functional programming language
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that offers great performance, expressive power, and stability by design. It gives
you built-in concurrency and the predictable precision of immutable and
persistent data structures. And it's really, really fast. The instant you see long
blocks of Java or Ruby dissolve into a few lines of Clojure, you'll know why the
authors of this book call it a "joyful language." It's no wonder that enterprises like
Staples are betting their infrastructure on Clojure.

About the Book

The Joy of Clojure, Second Edition is a deep account of the Clojure language.
Fully updated for Clojure 1.6, this new edition goes beyond the syntax to show
you how to write fluent Clojure code. You'll learn functional and declarative
approaches to programming and will master techniques that make Clojure
elegant and efficient. The book shows you how to solve hard problems related to
concurrency, interoperability, and performance, and how great it can be to think in
the Clojure way.

Appropriate for readers with some experience using Clojure or common Lisp.

What's Inside

Build web apps using ClojureScript

Master functional programming techniques

Simplify concurrency

Covers Clojure 1.6

About the Authors



Michael Fogus and Chris Houser are contributors to the Clojure and ClojureScript
programming languages and the authors of various Clojure libraries and
language features.
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