
The Legendary Life of Captain Ed Musick: Pan
Am's Chief Pilot in China

When it comes to aviation pioneers who left an indelible mark in the industry, one
name stands out: Captain Ed Musick. From his awe-inspiring flights across the
Pacific to his crucial role as Chief Pilot of Pan American Airways in China,
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Musick's personal life is a fascinating tapestry of adventure, passion, and
determination.

Early Years and Ascent to Aviation Greatness

Captain Edwin C. Musick, born on August 13, 1894, in St. Louis, Missouri,
developed a deep fascination for aviation at a young age. In 1918, he enlisted in
the U.S. Army Signal Corps Aviation Section and became a flight instructor during
World War I.
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Post-war, Musick joined Pan American Airways in 1928, a time when the aviation
industry was still in its infancy. Recognizing his talent and passion, he quickly
rose through the ranks, eventually becoming the Chief Pilot of Pan American
Airways in China.

Setting Records and Paving the Way
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Captain Musick's fame reached new heights with his spectacular transpacific
flights. In 1935, he flew the China Clipper, a Martin M-130 seaplane, on Pan Am's
historic first survey flight from San Francisco to Manila, laying the foundation for
commercial air travel across the Pacific Ocean.

In 1937, Captain Musick and his crew flew on the China Clipper's inaugural
airmail flight from San Francisco to Hong Kong, further solidifying Pan Am's
presence in China.

The Captain's Log: Personal Insights and Experiences

Behind the accolades and groundbreaking flights, Captain Musick was known for
his introspective nature. His personal log entries, discovered after his untimely
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death, provide a glimpse into his worldview.

In one entry, he wrote, "Flying is not about proving oneself, but about capturing
the essence of freedom and connecting the world. It is a responsibility that
requires utmost dedication and respect for the skies."

Turbulence Amidst Triumphs

Despite his remarkable achievements, Captain Musick's personal life was not
devoid of challenges. Throughout his career, he faced numerous unexpected
weather patterns, equipment failures, and other dangers inherent to aviation of
his era.

Additionally, he battled bouts of severe illness while stationed in China, which
significantly impacted not only his physical health but also forced him to
temporarily step away from flying duties.

Lasting Legacy and Honorable Memory

Tragically, Captain Ed Musick's brilliant career was cut short on January 11, 1938,
when the Samoan Clipper, the flying boat he piloted, crashed during a survey
flight near Pago Pago.

His untimely death left an indescribable void in the aviation community, but his
contributions to the industry, especially in China, were not forgotten. Captain
Musick paved the way for transpacific air travel and exemplified the capabilities
and possibilities of aviation.



To this day, Captain Musick's legacy lives on, inspiring countless aspiring aviators
to pursue their dreams fearlessly, and reminding us of the boundless potential of
human determination.
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It’s January 1938. . . For two years, Pan American’s magnificent Martin M-130
flying boats have been safely and routinely carrying passengers from San
Francisco to Hong Kong. It’s a trip considered by many to be a fairytale ride
through the deserted Pacific islands equipped with luxury hotels and dining
facilities. However, the corporate expansion continues. New Zealand will be the
stepping stone to Australia and Singapore. The Martins can’t be spared. The
shorter-range Sikorsky aircraft will have to be used. As with Hong Kong, this route
will be blazed by Pan American’s Chief Pilot, Edwin C. Musick. This operation is
so perilous that one fueling stop is made next to a tiny atoll, that, at high tide, was
only one hundred yards in length. Flight crews will stay overnight there on an
ocean-going freighter. On one of these flights, Musick has an engine problem and
is faced with a choice. Does he dump fuel to comply with John Leslie’s always
accurate performance numbers, knowing that could lead to a catastrophic fire? Or
does he, this time, one time in his life, break with procedure…
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