
The Lost Distilleries Of Ireland: Uncovering
the Hidden Gems of Irish Whiskey

When it comes to whiskey, Ireland has a rich and storied history. Over the years,
countless distilleries have emerged across the Emerald Isle, producing some of
the finest spirits in the world. However, not all of these distilleries have stood the
test of time. Many have faced closures, bankruptcies, or simply succumbed to the
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evolving whiskey market. These lost distilleries now serve as a reminder of
Ireland's whiskey-making past, and the fascinating stories behind them.

The Legacy of Irish Whiskey

Irish whiskey holds a unique place in the world of spirits. Known for its
smoothness, triple-distillation process, and the absence of peat, Irish whiskey has
a distinct character that sets it apart from its Scottish and American counterparts.
The history of Irish whiskey dates back centuries, with distilling traditions passed
down through generations.
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At one point, Ireland was home to over 100 active distilleries, each producing its
own distinct expression of whiskey. However, economic downturns, political
unrest, and changing consumer tastes led to the closure of numerous distilleries,
resulting in the loss of some truly exceptional brands.

Exploring the Forgotten Gems

Despite their closures, the legacy of these lost distilleries lives on in the bottles
they produced. Whiskey enthusiasts and historians alike are captivated by the
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stories behind these forgotten gems, often regarded as the pioneers of Irish
whiskey.

One such example is the Old Tullamore Distillery in County Offaly. Established in
1829, it quickly gained fame for its smooth and mellow whiskey. However, the
distillery faced a series of hardships and was eventually closed in the mid-20th
century. Today, the Tullamore Dew brand carries on the legacy of the Old
Tullamore Distillery, keeping the rich history alive.
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Another iconic lost distillery is the Ballyhooly Distillery in County Cork. Founded in
1825, it was Scotland's first Irish whiskey distillery in nearly a century. Sadly, after
just 30 years of operation, the Ballyhooly Distillery closed its doors. Yet, its
contribution to the revival of Irish whiskey cannot be understated. The Ballyhooly
brand was once renowned for its malt whiskey, capturing the hearts of whiskey
connoisseurs worldwide.

Preserving the Legacy

Fortunately, efforts are underway to preserve the legacy of these lost distilleries.
Whiskey enthusiasts, historians, and local communities understand the value and
cultural significance of these forgotten landmarks. Preservation organizations are
dedicated to restoring and maintaining the remaining structures as historical sites,
allowing visitors to step back in time and experience the whiskey-making process
of yesteryear.
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Moreover, contemporary whiskey makers are paying homage to the lost
distilleries by recreating their recipes and production methods. By delving into
historical archives and utilizing modern distilling techniques, these passionate
craftsmen aim to revive the spirits of the past and bring them back to life.

Whiskey Tourism: A Journey Back in Time

Ireland's lost distilleries have become a significant draw for whiskey enthusiasts
and tourists from around the world. The combination of historical intrigue, expert
storytelling, and, of course, the opportunity to sample rare and exclusive drams,
makes visiting these sites a truly memorable experience.

From the sprawling Guinness Distillery in Dublin to the quaint Kilbeggan Distillery
in County Westmeath, these locations offer a captivating glimpse into Ireland's
whiskey heritage. Visitors can explore the original distillery buildings, witness
traditional production techniques, and savor the flavors and aromas that have
made Irish whiskey so beloved.
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As the global interest in Irish whiskey continues to grow, the lost distilleries of
Ireland become even more worthy of exploration. These forgotten gems serve as
a reminder of a bygone era, where craftsmanship and passion shaped the spirits
that are now cherished by enthusiasts worldwide.

The Future of Irish Whiskey

The modern Irish whiskey industry is experiencing a revival, with new distilleries
popping up across the country. The success of brands like Jameson and the
growing appreciation for unique expressions have sparked a renaissance that
honors the past while embracing innovation.

As the lost distilleries of Ireland remain part of the collective memory, their
influence on the industry continues to inspire the next generation of whiskey
enthusiasts and distillers. The stories behind these lost distilleries and the spirits
they produced will forever shape the narrative of Irish whiskey.

The lost distilleries of Ireland offer a captivating glimpse into the history, heritage,
and flavors of Irish whiskey. These forgotten gems, with their intriguing stories
and unparalleled craftsmanship, keep the spirit of Irish whiskey alive. Visiting
these sites or indulging in a bottle produced by these long-gone distilleries is not
only a treat for the senses but also a means to pay homage to the pioneers who
helped shape the whiskey industry as we know it today.
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Scotch may be the most popular whisky in the world today, but over a century
ago, it was Irish whiskey which was most commonly drunk throughout the world.
At the time of writing only three producing units exist at Midleton, Co Cork;
Bushmills, Co Antrim and Cooley at Dundalk, Co Louth. In this book, Brian
Townsend has meticulously researched the lost distilleries of Ireland and details
what happened to them. In part I, he relates the origins of distilling in Ireland (an
Arabic hand-down to Irish monks); the links with Scotland; the wild years when
illicit distilling was rampant and shebeens proliferated as corruption increased;
the coming of legitimacy and temperance; the development of the Coffey still
(which ultimately helped to sink the industry); the golden years; and, prohibition in
the USA and the emergence of the Free State in 1922. In part II, each distillery is
listed and accompanied with archive photos and etchings. The list will include:
Bow Street, John's Lane, Thomas Street, Marrowbone Lane, Jones Road and
Phoenix Park (all Dublin); Monasterevan, Co Kildare; Tullamore, Brusna and Birr
(all Co Offaly); Nun's Island, Galway; Limerick, Co Limerick; North Mall, Cork;
Midleton, Glen and Bandon (all Co Cork); Bishop's Water, Wexford; Dundalk, Co
Louth; Royal Irish, Avoniel and Irish, Belfast; Upper and Lower, Comber, Co
Down; and, Coleraine and Limavady, Co Londonderry and Abbey Street and
Waterside, Londonderry. Black and white contemporary and archive photographs
accompany the text.
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