
The Lost Submarines Of Pearl Harbor:
Unearthing History

Pearl Harbor, a place forever etched in history due to the surprise attack by the
Japanese in 1941, witnessed many tragic losses. Beyond the sunken battleships,
lies another story waiting to be unveiled - that of the lost submarines of Pearl
Harbor. Through the pioneering efforts of The Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical
Archaeology, these forgotten vessels are now being unearthed, delving us into an
extraordinary journey.

Unlocking the Mysteries Beneath the Waves

The tranquil waters of Pearl Harbor hold more secrets than meets the eye. For
decades, the sunken submarines have remained hidden beneath the waves,
silently reminding us of the sacrifices made by the brave men who served on
these vessels. However, thanks to the relentless efforts of the Ed Rachal
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Foundation Nautical Archaeology team, the time has come for these submarines
to resurface and tell their tales of valor and heroism.
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Utilizing state-of-the-art technology and expertise in maritime archaeology, the
team has embarked on a mission to explore the depths of Pearl Harbor. Armed
with underwater drones and high-resolution sonar systems, they have
meticulously scanned the ocean floor, painstakingly searching for any trace of the
lost submarines.

Preserving History, Honoring Sacrifice

Uncovering the remnants of these lost submarines not only provides a window
into the past but also pays homage to the submariners who made the ultimate
sacrifice. As the team carefully extracts artifacts and records every find, each
discovery helps us understand the lives of those who served aboard these
vessels.
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Through careful preservation and restoration, the Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical
Archaeology team showcases the lost submarines to the world. Exhibitions and
museums created in collaboration with the Navy ensure that the memories of
these submarines and their crews live on, immortalized for future generations to
appreciate.

The Forgotten Heroes: Stories Waiting to be Told

The stories of the submariners who served on these lost vessels are as diverse
as they are captivating. From the daring missions they undertook to the personal
struggles they faced, each narrative adds a layer of humanity to the bare metal
structures lying on the ocean floor.

One such story involves the USS Scorpion, lost during World War II. Aboard her,
a brave crew carried out vital intel gathering missions, often living in cramped
conditions for months. Their determination to defend their country, even in the
face of great danger, is a testament to the unwavering spirit of these submariners.

A Journey into the Depths of Pearl Harbor

As the Ed Rachal Foundation team continues its mission, new discoveries are
unveiled, enriching our understanding of Pearl Harbor's history. The remains of
USS Thresher, USS Shark, and other lost submarines come to light, leaving
maritime archaeologists and history enthusiasts in awe.

These fascinating discoveries, made possible through years of dedication and
meticulous research, allow us to reflect on the events that transpired in Pearl
Harbor and the sacrifices made by those caught in the turmoil of war. Each
submarine serves as a symbol of resilience, reminding us of the importance of
honoring our past.

Joining the Quest for Knowledge



The Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology team welcomes enthusiasts,
historians, and archaeologists alike, to become part of this remarkable journey.
By providing support, expertise, or simply spreading awareness about their
ongoing work, you can contribute to the preservation of our rich maritime
heritage.

, the lost submarines of Pearl Harbor hold untold stories and are a testament to
the bravery and sacrifice of the submariners who served on them. Through the
dedicated efforts of The Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology team, these
submerged vessels have resurfaced, enabling us to unravel the mysteries of our
past. As we delve into the depths of Pearl Harbor, let us remember the heroes
who lie beneath the waves, and ensure their legacy is never forgotten.
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In the pre-dawn darkness of December 7, 1941, five Imperial Japanese Navy
submarines surfaced off the coast of Oahu. Secured to the decks of these
vessels were secret weapons to be deployed for the first time in modern warfare:
two-man midget submarines, intended to enter Pearl Harbor without being
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detected and torpedo the US Navy battleships lying at anchor there. None of
them would return from their mission.   

“One of the last remaining and persistent mysteries of the Pearl Harbor attack is
that of the Japanese Midget Submarines. It is a fascinating story of innovation,
courage, secrets, and failed expectations. And it is not only a story of the morning
hours of December 7, but of the years before to develop these weapons and the
years after, where they were deployed in the great Pacific War and how they
fared as weapons of war.”

These words by Daniel J. Basta, from the foreword of this work, capture both the
essence and the impact of The Lost Submarines of Pearl Harbor. James P.
Delgado and his coauthors have worked on the story of these incredible craft for
decades. They combed the records of the US Navy and the recollections of its
veterans as well as Japanese, Australian, and British archives in order to uncover
the truth. They have logged hours of direct observation and research on the
midget subs in their final resting places, in some cases more than 1,000 feet
below the surface of the Pacific. And in the end, they have woven a tapestry of
scholarship, historical sleuthing, scientific insight, and good storytelling that will
enthrall specialists and history enthusiasts alike.
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