
The Majestic Pacific Coast Bridges: Marvels of
Pacific Coast Architecture Series
The Pacific Coast, with its stunning natural beauty, is home to some of the most
remarkable architectural wonders in the world – the Pacific Coast Bridges. These
breathtaking structures not only serve as important transportation links but also
mesmerize travelers with their extraordinary designs and engineering brilliance.
In this article, we delve into the fascinating world of Pacific Coast bridges,
exploring their history, renowned architects, iconic features, and the incredible
stories behind their construction.

The Golden Gate Bridge: An Engineering Marvel

No discussion about Pacific Coast bridges would be complete without mentioning
the iconic Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. Designed by the esteemed
engineer Joseph B. Strauss, this suspension bridge stands as a symbol of
architectural excellence and human perseverance. With its majestic orange-red
color and distinctive Art Deco styling, the Golden Gate Bridge has captivated
people from all over the world since its completion in 1937. Explore the
fascinating facts and stories behind this magnificent structure, such as the heroic
efforts of the ironworkers who risked their lives to build this iconic landmark.

The Astoria-Megler Bridge: Linking Two States

Stretching across the mighty Columbia River, the Astoria-Megler Bridge in
Oregon and Washington is one of the longest continuous truss bridges in North
America. Designed by internationally acclaimed engineer William Adair Bugge,
this stunning bridge is a testament to human ingenuity and imagination. Discover
how this bridge transformed the lives of the Astoria and Megler communities and
strengthened the bond between two states.
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The Bixby Creek Bridge: A Nature's Masterpiece

Located along the picturesque California State Route 1, the Bixby Creek Bridge is
a true marvel of Pacific Coast architecture. Designed by Charles H. Purcell, this
elegant single-span concrete arch bridge perfectly blends with its natural
surroundings, creating a seamless harmony between man-made structure and
Mother Nature. Learn about the awe-inspiring vistas surrounding the Bixby Creek
Bridge and the challenges faced during its construction in the early 1930s.

The Yaquina Bay Bridge: Blending Beauty and Functionality

Standing tall over the Yaquina Bay in Newport, Oregon, the Yaquina Bay Bridge
captivates travelers with its graceful Art Deco design. Engineered by Conde
McCullough, this stunning bridge symbolizes the merging of beauty and
functionality. Delve into the architectural features of this masterpiece and discover
the engineering techniques used to create its impressive concrete arches.

The Lions Gate Bridge: A Gateway to Adventure
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Spanning the First Narrows of Burrard Inlet in Vancouver, Canada, the Lions Gate
Bridge is a true gateway to adventure. Designed by the renowned engineer
Edward Wentworth Beatty, this suspension bridge offers panoramic views of
snow-capped mountains, crystal-clear waters, and lush greenery. Explore the
history and architectural significance of this bridge, which played a vital role in the
development of the North Shore area.

The Tacoma Narrows Bridge: A Cautionary Tale

In a tragic demonstration of the immense power of natural forces, the original
Tacoma Narrows Bridge in Washington, famously known as "Galloping Gertie,"
collapsed just months after its completion due to aeroelastic flutter. This
catastrophic event led to significant advancements in bridge engineering and
serves as a cautionary tale to engineers worldwide. Explore the lessons learned
from this dramatic incident and the subsequent construction of a new and
improved Tacoma Narrows Bridge.

The : Unveiling the Hidden Gems of Pacific Coast Bridges

The Pacific Coast Bridges represent not only incredible engineering
achievements but also a manifestation of human creativity and determination.
With their stunning designs, breathtaking views, and captivating stories, these
bridges have become symbols of the Pacific Coast's rich architectural heritage.
Whether you are an architecture enthusiast, a history buff, or simply someone
who appreciates beauty, take a journey along the Pacific Coast and uncover the
hidden gems of Pacific Coast Bridges – a series of awe-inspiring structures that
celebrate the union of art and engineering.

: Pacific Coast Bridges Pacific Coast Architecture Series
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Pacific Coast bridges symbolize a suspended engineering subjugation of hostile
topography and inclement weather. Soaring as monumental arches above
formerly impassible water bodies, these structurally tiered marvels have
embedded themselves organically as creations of sculpture. This edition is a
detailed photographic profile of elegance, ornamentation and detail design of 85
spans crossing the Pacific Ocean, coastal rivers, valleys and waterways within
California, Oregon and Washington. The edition features accompanying
dimensional information along with interesting and relevant historical anecdotes.

The book’s intent is to display perspective detail, alternative views and pictorial
examinations of the artistry and utilitarian construction. Despite the majesty of
these enduring architectural icons, few bridge designers have achieved the
renown as their urban creative peers.

Oregon based engineer, Conde McCullough is championed with an essay entitled
“Scaling Above the Currents With Elegance” tracing the trajectory of his life and
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professional career. McCullough is noteworthy for his completion of hundreds of
design projects with twelve listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The
most traveled of his bridges were completed between the 1919-1936, when he
headed the bridge design division of the Oregon Department of Transportation.

What set McCullough apart from his contemporaries was his insistence that
aesthetics must accompany form and function. His art deco and modernist
stylings have established his completed works as classics. Creating during an era
when automobile predominance had not yet been established, many of his
narrow dimension works have become impractical for contemporary traffic loads.
The design elements make the inconvenience tolerable.

Following a two-year sabbatical where he worked designing bridges for the Pan
American Highway in Central America, McCullough abruptly retired completely
from bridge design at the age of 49. The majority of his iconic Oregon projects
are located along the Pacific Coast Highway. The bridge crossing Coos Bay,
designed by his department, was renamed the Conde McCullough Memorial
Bridge following his sudden death from a stroke in 1946 at the age of 58.

The architectural development of the Pacific Coast can be credited to an
established bridge network, particularly within Northern California, along the
Oregon Coastline and Puget Sound. The remaining challenges involve proper
maintenance to preserve these steadfast cathedrals of passage.
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