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When we think about the Vietnam War, images of fierce battles, dense jungles,
and the struggles of the soldiers come to mind. The Marines played an
instrumental role in this arduous conflict, with their bravery and resilience being
tested day in and day out. In "The Marines At War In Vietnam: An Oral History -
Modern War Studies Paperback," we embark on a riveting journey into one of the
most crucial periods in American military history.

The Vietnam War: A Turning Point in History

The Vietnam War marked a turning point in modern warfare and drew the
attention of the world. It was a conflict that witnessed both the horrors and
heroism of soldiers amidst a landscape ravaged by guerrilla warfare and political
turbulence.
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In this gripping account, editor Eric Hammel compiles the stories of Vietnam War
veterans who belong to that legendary group – the United States Marine Corps.
Through their first-hand narratives, we gain unique insights into the realities faced
by the Marines on the battlegrounds of Vietnam.
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An Oral History to Remember

"The Marines At War In Vietnam" captures the raw emotions and experiences of
those who fought in the jungles and rice paddies of Vietnam. Through a series of
interviews conducted by Hammel, we gain an understanding of the chaotic nature
of the war and the impact it had on the Marines.

From the Tet Offensive to the Battle of Khe Sanh, we witness how these brave
individuals maneuvered amidst treacherous conditions. Their stories emphasize
not only their incredible acts of heroism but also the physical and emotional tolls
that warfare takes on those involved.

A Powerful Tribute to the Marines

The Marines are known for their indomitable spirit and dedication to protecting
their comrades. This book serves as a powerful tribute to their sacrifices and the
burdens they carried during their service in Vietnam.

Through the oral histories we encounter in this work, we gain a deeper
appreciation for the Marines and the challenges they faced in an unfamiliar and
hostile environment. These accounts allow us to empathize with the men on the
front lines and understand the long-lasting effects of their experiences on their
lives.

The Importance of Oral Histories

Oral histories play a crucial role in preserving the memories and stories of past
events. They offer a first-hand perspective that cannot be found in textbooks or
academic papers. "The Marines At War In Vietnam: An Oral History - Modern War
Studies Paperback" is a valuable addition to the collection of oral histories from
the Vietnam War era.



These personal accounts provide a much-needed human touch to historical
events, allowing us to understand the true human cost of war. By presenting their
experiences, these veterans ensure that the sacrifices made by themselves and
their fallen comrades are not forgotten.

As we turn the pages of "The Marines At War In Vietnam: An Oral History -
Modern War Studies Paperback," we are transported back in time to a period of
turmoil and conflict. Through the words of the brave Marines, we gain insight into
the realities of the Vietnam War and the enduring spirit of those who fought.

This book is a testament to the sacrifices made by the Marines and serves as a
reminder of the human toll of war. It is a must-read for anyone interested in
understanding the Vietnam War from a personal perspective, offering a unique
and powerful account of this pivotal moment in history.
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A quarter century after the war in Vietnam, that battle cry brought a flag-waving
nation to its feet and ignited the superpatriotism of the Gulf War era. But hard as
we tried—with yellow ribbons and "We Support Our Troops" bumper stickers and
Norman Schwarzkopf videos and Olympics-style homecoming celebrations—we
couldn't seem to erase the disturbing memory of Vietnam.

Perhaps forgetting is not the answer. Perhaps the healing process begins with
remembering. Painful, clear-headed remembering.

Even those who remember best, the men who fought in Vietnam, aren't anxious
to recall their experiences—or recount them to an academician. But in Otto
Lehrack they found a sympathetic audience. Lehrack is both a historian and a
member of the Third Battalion, Third Marines. He fought alongside the men
whose voices he recorded here. Into their accounts, Lehrack has woven a
narrative that explains the events they describe and places them into both a
historical and a political context.

It's a grunt's-eye view of the Vietnam War that emerges in No Shining Armor—the
war as seen by the PFC's, sergeants, and platoon leaders in the rivers and
jungles and trenches. It's the story of teenagers leading squads of men into the
jungle on night missions, the story of boredom, confusion, and equipment
shortages, of friends suddenly blown away, of disappointing homecomings. It's
also the story of young men placed under unbearable strain and asked to do the
impossible, who somehow stretched to meet the demands placed upon them,
and the story of the friendships they forged in combat—friendships deeper than
any these men would be able to form later in civilian life.
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