
The Mercedes Benz SLK Story: R172, Buyer
Guide, Model Codes, and VIN Data Card
Mercedes Benz has long been synonymous with luxury, style, and performance.
Among its impressive series of vehicles, the SLK model continues to captivate
car enthusiasts worldwide, blending elegance with exhilarating driving
experiences. In this article, we delve into the remarkable journey of the Mercedes
Benz SLK, explore the R172 generation, provide a comprehensive buyer guide,
decipher the model codes, and learn about the invaluable VIN Data Card.

The SLK story began in 1996 when Mercedes Benz introduced their compact,
retractable hardtop roadster. The SLK, standing for Sportlich (sporty),Leicht
(lightweight),and Kurz (short),became an instant sensation, combining open-top
motoring with the comfort and resilience of a coupe when the weather turned less
favorable.

Fast forward to 2011, and the third generation SLK, known internally as the R172,
made its debut, showcasing the evolution of this iconic model. With sleek lines, a
low-profile silhouette, and the retractable hardtop, the R172 SLK seduced the
eyes and hearts of car enthusiasts worldwide.
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The R172 SLK encompassed various trims, each offering its own unique features
and performance enhancements. Understanding the model codes associated
with the R172 is crucial for any potential buyer who wishes to make an informed
decision. From the entry-level SLK 200 to the range-topping SLK 55 AMG, there
is a model suitable for every discerning driver.

Let's travel through the different trims:
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1. SLK 200

The SLK 200, equipped with a spirited 1.8-liter engine, strikes a perfect balance
between performance and fuel efficiency. Its power is further enhanced with direct
injection and a turbocharger, delivering an exhilarating driving experience.

2. SLK 250

For those seeking a bit more power, the SLK 250 offers a turbocharged 1.8-liter
engine with a higher output. Smooth acceleration and effortless handling make it
a joy to drive on any roads.

3. SLK 350

The SLK 350 presents a substantial upgrade in performance with a 3.5-liter V6
engine under its hood. This powertrain delivers strong acceleration and an
impressive soundtrack, providing a thrilling driving experience.

4. SLK 55 AMG

For the ultimate driving enthusiasts, the range-topping SLK 55 AMG utilizes a
hand-built 5.5-liter V8 engine to deliver breathtaking power and performance.
With its aggressive styling cues and unmistakable exhaust note, the SLK 55 AMG
is a force to be reckoned with.

When considering purchasing a used R172 SLK, knowing the detailed
specifications and features of each model is essential. Additionally, reviewing the
VIN Data Card can provide valuable insights into the car's original factory
configuration and optional extras. The VIN Data Card is a unique identifier that
contains information such as the model, engine type, transmission, exterior color,
interior finish, and a multitude of other details specific to the vehicle.



With this comprehensive buyer guide, you are ready to embark on your journey of
finding the perfect R172 SLK. Whether you prioritize power, fuel efficiency, style,
or a combination of all three, there is a model that will undoubtedly cater to your
desires. Don't miss out on the exhilarating experience of owning a Mercedes
Benz SLK R172.

Experience the charm, performance, and luxury of the SLK, and be part of the
ongoing legacy of this iconic model. Few vehicles can rival the allure of the SLK,
and with the R172 generation, Mercedes Benz has taken its excellence to new
heights. Happy hunting, and may you find your dream SLK!
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If you want to learn more about the Mercedes R172 SLK, this is your book! It
covers its history, explains VIN/FIN and data card and offers a comprehensive
buyer's guide. These are some of the topics covered:

Development of the R172
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Trouble shooting the vario roof

The engines

Suspension and interior

R172 buyer's guide

The COMAND system

The SLK55 AMG

The SLK250 CDI

The special editions

The tuners, from Brabus to RENNtech

VIN/FIN and data card explained

R172 model codes

Technical specifications

P.S. Depending on which device you preview this e-book, some of the photos can
look distorted. This will not be the case with the actual e-book,once it is
downloaded.
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