
The Moral Economy Of Water And Power
Contemporary Asia In The World
Water and power are two essential elements that shape the well-being and
development of nations, societies, and individuals. In contemporary Asia, where
economic growth and urbanization are rapidly transforming the landscape, the
moral economy of water and power has become a topic of significant concern.
This article explores the intricate relationship between water, power, and morality
in the context of contemporary Asia and its impact on the world stage.

The Importance of Water and Power

Water is a life-sustaining resource that is essential for human survival, agriculture,
industry, and overall economic development. However, water scarcity and
mismanagement have become pressing issues faced by many countries in Asia.
Rapid population growth, urbanization, and climate change have contributed to
the increased stress on water resources, leading to conflicts over access,
pollution, and the rights of marginalized communities.

On the other hand, power, specifically energy, is crucial for economic growth,
industrialization, and modernization. Many Asian countries heavily rely on coal,
oil, gas, and hydroelectric power for their energy needs. The demand for energy
is growing exponentially in line with urbanization and industrial expansion.
However, the production and consumption of energy have detrimental
environmental impacts, such as air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.
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The Moral Dimensions of Water and Power

The moral dimensions of water and power come into play when we consider the
ethical implications of their allocation, distribution, and use. Water and power are
not merely commodities; they are essential for human dignity, health, and
survival. The way societies manage and distribute these resources reflects their
moral values, priorities, and responsibilities towards present and future
generations.

In contemporary Asia, the moral economy of water and power is challenged by
issues such as corruption, inequality, and the exploitation of natural resources.
Income disparities between urban and rural areas exacerbate the unequal
distribution of water and power. The poor and marginalized communities often
bear the brunt of water scarcity and inadequate access to electricity, hindering
their socio-economic development and perpetuating poverty cycles.

Furthermore, the growing privatization of water and energy utilities raises
questions about equity, accountability, and the prioritization of profits over public
welfare. Many multinational corporations have taken advantage of lax regulations
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to control and monopolize water supplies, leading to the commodification of water
and the exclusion of vulnerable communities.

Implications on Contemporary Asia and the World

The moral economy of water and power in contemporary Asia has broader
implications globally. As Asia continues to be a major driving force of the world
economy, its approach to water and power management sets an example for
other regions facing similar challenges. The sustainable management of water
resources and the transition to renewable energy sources can contribute to global
environmental goals and mitigate climate change.

Moreover, the moral dimensions of water and power are essential for social
stability, political legitimacy, and economic progress in Asia. Governments need to
prioritize water and power as fundamental human rights and ensure equitable
access for all citizens. Encouraging public participation in decision-making
processes can foster trust, transparency, and accountability in the management
of these resources.

, the moral economy of water and power in contemporary Asia is a complex and
multifaceted issue. Ensuring equitable access and sustainable management of
water and power resources is not only a moral obligation but also a prerequisite
for achieving social, economic, and environmental justice. By addressing
corruption, inequality, and commodification, Asia can pave the way for a more
equitable and sustainable future for itself and the world.
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China is home to half of the world's large dams and adds dozens more each year.
The benefits are considerable: dams deliver hydropower, provide reliable
irrigation water, protect people and farmland against flooding, and produce
hydroelectricity in a nation with a seeimingly insatiable appetite for energy. As
hydropower responds to a larger share of energy demand, dams may also help to
reduce the consumption of fossil fuels, welcome news in a country where air and
water pollution have become dire and greenhouse gas emissions are the highest
in the world.

Yet the advantages of dams come at a high cost for river ecosystems and for the
social and economic well-being of local people, who face displacement and
farmland loss. This book examines the array of water-management decisions
faced by Chinese leaders and their consequences for local communities.
Focusing on the southwestern province of Yunnan—a major hub for hydropower
development in China—which encompasses one of the world's most biodiverse
temperate ecosystems and one of China's most ethnically and culturally rich
regions, Bryan Tilt takes the reader from the halls of decision-making power in
Beijing to Yunnan's rural villages. In the process, he examines the contrasting
values of government agencies, hydropower corporations, NGOs, and local
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communities and explores how these values are linked to longstanding cultural
norms about what is right, proper, and just. He also considers the various
strategies these groups use to influence water-resource policy, including
advocacy, petitioning, and public protest. Drawing on a decade of research, he
offers his insights on whether the world's most populous nation will adopt greater
transparency, increased scientific collaboration, and broader public participation
as it continues to grow economically.
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