
The New Geopolitics of the South Caucasus:
A Region in Transition
The South Caucasus region, consisting of Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, has
been historically important due to its location at the crossroads of Europe and
Asia.

Recent developments have led to a shift in the geopolitical dynamics of the
region, with significant implications for global politics and security. This article
explores the emerging trends in the South Caucasus and examines the new
power plays shaping its future.

The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict: A Turning Point

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan has long been a
destabilizing factor in the region. However, recent events have brought about a
significant change.
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In 2020, a six-week war broke out, resulting in Azerbaijan gaining control over
several strategic areas previously held by Armenian forces. This development
has altered the balance of power and introduced new players into the equation.

The resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict has wide-ranging implications for
the South Caucasus, from economic cooperation to regional alliances.

Changing Alliances: Shifts in Regional Dynamics

The new geopolitical dynamics in the South Caucasus have led to shifts in
regional alliances and partnerships.

Azerbaijan, emboldened by its recent military success, has strengthened ties with
Turkey. This partnership has expanded to various fields, including energy
cooperation, military collaboration, and cultural exchanges.

On the other hand, Armenia has sought closer relations with Russia as a strategy
to ensure its security. This alliance has implications for the broader regional
power balance and potential conflicts of interest with other global actors.

Georgia, the third country in the region, has its own unique geopolitical
challenges and aspirations. It pursues closer integration with the European Union
and NATO, aiming to balance its relations with neighboring Russia.

Economic Opportunities and Trade Routes

The South Caucasus holds immense economic potential, particularly in the areas
of energy resources, transportation routes, and trade opportunities.
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Azerbaijan, known for its vast oil reserves, has played a significant role in shaping
energy projects and pipelines in the region. With new alliances, it aims to
strengthen its position as an energy hub and leverage its resources for economic
growth.

Georgia, located at the intersection of multiple trade routes, has successfully
established itself as a key transit country, enabling the flow of goods and services
between Europe and Asia.

Armenia, landlocked and facing various economic challenges, has been exploring
alternative trade routes and diversifying its economic partnerships.

Impact on Global Politics

The evolving geopolitics of the South Caucasus have implications for global
politics and security.

Power struggles and conflicts in the region can trigger wider geopolitical tensions
between major players. Russia, Turkey, and Iran are closely monitoring the
developments, as any unrest or conflict could impact their regional influence.

Furthermore, the South Caucasus serves as a gateway between Europe and
Asia, making it a crucial area for international cooperation and economic
integration.

, the new geopolitical landscape of the South Caucasus signals a region in
transition, with shifting alliances, economic opportunities, and potential
geopolitical tensions. It is vital for global stakeholders to pay attention to the
region's emerging dynamics as they continue to evolve and shape the future of
this strategically important area.
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This collection surveys the three South Caucasian states’ economic, social and
political evolution since their independence in 1991. It assesses their successes
and failures in these areas, including their attempts to build new national
identities and value systems to replace Soviet-era structures. It explains the
interplay of domestic and international factors that have affected their
performance and influenced the balance of their successes and shortcomings. It
focuses on the policies pursued by key regional and international actors towards
the region and assesses the effects of regional and international rivalries on
these states’ development, as well as on the prospects for regional cooperation
and conflict resolution. Finally, it analyzes a number regional and international
developments which could affect the future trajectory of these states’ evolution.
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