
The No Good Very Bad Asian: Dispelling
Stereotypes and Embracing Cultural Diversity

When it comes to Asian culture and identity, there has been a long-standing
history of stereotypes and generalizations embedded in society's perception.
From being portrayed as the "model minority" to facing the negative stigma
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associated with the "No Good Very Bad Asian" stereotype, it is crucial to address
and challenge these misconceptions.

Breaking Down the Stereotype

The term "No Good Very Bad Asian" refers to the misguided belief that individuals
of Asian descent are only capable of achieving success through strictly adhering
to societal expectations, such as academic excellence or professional
achievements. While it is true that Asian communities have shown exceptional
progress in various fields, it is essential to acknowledge the diverse talents,
passions, and struggles that exist within this group.
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By perpetuating the "No Good Very Bad Asian" stereotype, we limit ourselves
from fully appreciating the creativity, individuality, and resilience that Asian
individuals bring to the table. This stereotype oversimplifies their experiences and
disregards the multitude of personal narratives that can significantly contribute to
the enrichment of any society.

Asian Identity Beyond the Stereotype
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Asian culture encompasses a broad spectrum of traditions, values, languages,
and lifestyles. It is a mosaic of unique experiences and histories that can't be
reduced to a single stereotype. By exploring and understanding these
complexities, we can foster a more inclusive society that values and celebrates
diversity.

Cultural Contributions

Asian communities have made significant contributions to various aspects of
global culture. From literature, art, film, cuisine, and fashion, Asian artists and
creators continue to shape the world we live in. By embracing their voices, we
can learn from their diverse perspectives and broaden our horizons.

For example, Asian literature encompasses a rich tapestry of stories that delve
into universal themes such as love, loss, and identity. Writers like Haruki
Murakami, Amy Tan, and Arundhati Roy offer profound insights into the human
condition that resonate with readers worldwide.

Challenging Stereotypes

Challenging the "No Good Very Bad Asian" stereotype requires active
engagement and open-mindedness. It involves fostering spaces where Asian
individuals feel empowered to share their unique stories and challenges. It also
necessitates recognizing and addressing systemic biases that perpetuate these
stereotypes in various areas of society.

Education plays a vital role in dispelling stereotypes. By incorporating diverse
narratives and perspectives into the curriculum, educators can help students
recognize the fallacies behind these stereotypes and foster empathy and
understanding.

Changing the Narrative



To break free from stereotypes, we must actively work towards creating a more
inclusive and accepting environment. As individuals, we can start by educating
ourselves about different cultures and challenging the biases we might have
inherited.

Media, too, plays a crucial role in shaping public perception. By offering diverse
portrayals of Asian characters that go beyond the narrow confines of stereotypes,
we can promote a more accurate and nuanced understanding of Asian culture
and identity.

Celebrating Diversity

It is time we celebrate the diversity within the Asian community and uplift
individuals from all walks of life. Whether they are artists, activists, scientists, or
entrepreneurs, their success should not be limited by harmful stereotypes. By
embracing diversity, we create a society that values the contributions of every
individual, regardless of their background.

The "No Good Very Bad Asian" stereotype is a harmful oversimplification of the
rich diversity within Asian culture. By challenging and dispelling this stereotype,
we open ourselves to a world of unique experiences, perspectives, and talents
that enrich our collective understanding. Let us embrace cultural diversity and
work towards creating a more inclusive society for all.
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Meet Sirius Lee, a fictive famous Chinese American comedian. He’s a no good,
very bad Asian. He’s not good at math (or any other subject, really). He has no
interest in finding a “good Chinese girlfriend.” And he refuses to put any effort into
becoming the CEO/Lawyer/Doctor his parents so desperately want him to be. All
he wants to do is making people laugh. A cross between Paul Beatty’s The
Sellout and Jade Chang’s The Wangs Vs. The World, NO GOOD VERY BAD
ASIAN follows Sirius from his poor upbringing in the immigrant enclaves of Los
Angeles to the loftiest heights of stardom as he struggles with substance abuse
and persistent racism despite his fame. Ultimately, when he becomes a father
himself, he must come to terms with who he is, where he came from, and the
legacy he’ll leave behind.

PRAISE

“A touching, funny tale of a Chinese American underachiever’s unlikely journey
into standup comedy while also navigating the duties and obligations of society
and his traditional family. The comic yet poignant acts that make up the life of
Sirius Lee will both entertain and haunt you.”
— Cheryl Lu-Lien Tan, author of Sarong Party Girls
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“An epistolary novel with a devastating sense of humor that will break your heart
and captures that space between a rock and hard place of being Asian American
in search of unconditional love. Self-centered outcast, precocious megastar Sirius
Lee (Hor Luk Lee) shares his life lessons with his daughter, making himself
known to her with courage and candor in an appeal that will make you nod with
recognition and laugh in that way that only the sharpest comedians can make you
laugh, with tears in your eyes.”
— Jimin Han, author of A Small Revolution

“Leland Cheuk’s No Good Very Bad Asian tears the tarp from the Asian American
experience and exposes its deepest desires and fears. It articulates perfectly the
amusements that make the entire room uncomfortable. Cringing never felt so
good.”
— Ed Lin, author of 99 Ways to Die

“Leland Cheuk’s wacky and wondrous novel follows Sirius Lee, the ultimate anti-
hero, an Asian American comedian who overcomes all odds to become a star.
With brio and humor, Sirius fights prejudice, substance abuse, and his own worst
instincts, always striving for a world bigger than his own. By the last page, he was
so real to me that I longed to turn on the TV and watch the legendary comedy
special that gives the novel its name.”
— Kirstin Chen, author of Bury What We Cannot Take
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