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The Three Pillars

Wisdom, Strength, And Beauty And Their
Symbolism In Freemasonry

George Oliver

Freemasonry is an ancient and mysterious organization that has captivated the
imaginations of people for centuries. With its rich history, powerful symbolism,

and secret initiations, Freemasonry continues to be a topic of intrigue for many.
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At the core of Freemasonry lie its pillars, which represent the foundations upon

which this centuries-old fraternity is built. These pillars, known as Strength,

Wisdom, and Beauty, embody the values and principles that Freemasons hold

dear.
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Strength: The First Pillar

Strength is the first pillar of Freemasonry, symbolizing the inner strength and
character that individuals should strive for. It represents the moral and ethical

values that guide Freemasons in their daily lives.

For Freemasons, strength is not just physical. It is the strength of will, the
strength to stand up for what is right, and the strength to endure challenges.
Through their rituals and teachings, Freemasons aim to cultivate this strength

within themselves and inspire others to do the same.

Wisdom: The Second Pillar
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Wisdom is the second pillar of Freemasonry, representing the pursuit of
knowledge, enlightenment, and personal growth. Freemasons believe that

wisdom is gained through education, introspection, and contemplation.

By seeking wisdom, Freemasons aim to better understand themselves, the world,
and their place within it. They believe that through the acquisition and application

of knowledge, they can make a positive impact on society.

Beauty: The Third Pillar

The third pillar of Freemasonry is Beauty, which symbolizes the importance of
aesthetics and harmony. It reminds Freemasons to appreciate and create beauty

in all aspects of life, from art and architecture to thoughts and actions.

Freemasons understand that beauty can inspire and uplift the human spirit. By
surrounding themselves with beauty and striving to create it, they aim to create a

more harmonious and balanced world.

The Foundations of Freemasonry

These three pillars form the foundations on which Freemasonry is built. They
serve as guiding principles that shape the behavior, beliefs, and actions of

Freemasons around the world.

Freemasonry encourages its members to embody these pillars not only within the
lodge but also in their everyday lives. By doing so, Freemasons aim to improve

themselves and society as a whole.

The Symbolism of the Pillars

The Pillars of Freemasonry are not just physical structures. They are deeply

symbolic representations of universal concepts and virtues.



Strength, Wisdom, and Beauty are reflected in various aspects of Freemasonry,
from its rituals and symbolism to its teachings and moral code. Understanding the
symbolism behind these pillars allows Freemasons to delve deeper into the

mysteries and traditions of the organization.

The Pillars of Freemasonry, Strength, Wisdom, and Beauty, serve as the
foundational principles for this ancient fraternity. They inspire Freemasons to

cultivate inner strength, seek wisdom, and appreciate beauty in all aspects of life.

By embodying these pillars, Freemasons aim to improve themselves and society.
The foundations of Freemasonry provide a framework for personal growth and
ethical conduct, ensuring that its members continue to uphold the values and

traditions of this timeless fraternity.
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Originally published in 1919, Masonic scholar William Harvey writes about the
history and symbolism of the pair of pillars, Jachin and Boaz, which are decorated
with globes, network and pomegranates. Freestanding pieces of architecture,
they are prominently featured in every mason’s lodge room. Be they Doric,
Corinthian or Composite, the masonic pillars contain a rich history and diverse

symbolism.
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