
The Poppy Parker: A Captivating Realistic
Fiction Book for Ages 12

Discover a captivating coming-of-age story that combines relatable characters,
vivid imagery, and compelling storytelling in The Poppy Parker. Perfect for
readers aged 12 and above, this realistic fiction novel will transport you into the
lives of its characters and leave you spellbound until the very last page.
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1. Introducing The Poppy Parker

The Poppy Parker, written by celebrated author Jane Thompson, takes readers
on an emotional journey through the life of its protagonist, 12-year-old Poppy
Parker. Set in a small coastal town, the book follows Poppy's struggles and
triumphs as she navigates the challenges of growing up, making friends, and
discovering her true self.
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Thompson's writing style brings Poppy's world to life with descriptive passages
that paint vivid pictures in readers' minds. From the salty sea breeze to the faded
boardwalks, every detail is meticulously captured, immersing readers in the
story's setting. The author's attention to detail truly makes this novel a standout in
the realistic fiction genre.

2. Characters You Can Relate To

The Poppy Parker boasts a diverse cast of characters that readers of all
backgrounds can relate to. Poppy herself is a wonderfully complex character,
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filled with equal parts vulnerability and resilience. Through her eyes, readers
experience the highs and lows of friendship, family dynamics, and personal
growth.

Along Poppy's journey, she meets a cast of supporting characters who each bring
their own unique personalities and stories to the table. From her quirky next-door
neighbor, Mr. Williams, to her best friend, Mia, every character has their own
demons to face and lessons to learn. These relatable characters make the story
even more engaging and leave a lasting impression on readers.

2.1 Poppy Parker - The Protagonist

Poppy Parker, the heart and soul of the story, is a well-rounded character who will
resonate with readers of various ages. Thompson skillfully portrays Poppy's
struggles with fitting in, her journey towards self-acceptance, and her examination
of the meaning of true friendship. Readers will find themselves rooting for Poppy
as she faces obstacles and discovers her unique strengths.

2.2 Supporting Characters

The supporting characters in The Poppy Parker play vital roles in both pushing
the story forward and providing depth to the narrative. Mia, Poppy's best friend,
showcases the strength and power that comes from embracing one's true self.
Mr. Williams, the eccentric next-door neighbor, adds humor and wisdom to the
story, teaching Poppy valuable life lessons along the way.

3. A Well-Crafted Plot

At the heart of The Poppy Parker lies a well-crafted plot that seamlessly weaves
together different storylines. Thompson masterfully brings together themes of
friendship, self-discovery, and family dynamics, creating a multi-layered narrative
that keeps readers hooked from start to finish.



The book's pacing is spot-on, allowing readers to delve into Poppy's world while
simultaneously advancing the overarching story. Thompson carefully balances
moments of introspection with heartwarming interactions and unexpected twists,
resulting in a storyline that is both relatable and unpredictable.

4. The Power of Realistic Fiction

Realistic fiction as a genre has the incredible ability to resonate with readers by
showing them glimpses of their own lives or the lives of others. The Poppy Parker
excels in this aspect by tackling universal themes such as friendship, identity, and
perseverance in a way that is accessible to readers aged 12 and above.

The book's honest portrayal of emotions and experiences allows young readers
to explore their own feelings and gain insights into the complexities of growing up.
The Poppy Parker encourages empathy, understanding, and personal growth,
making it a valuable addition to any young adult's bookshelf.

5. The Poppy Parker: A Must-Read for Ages 12 and Above

With its relatable characters, immersive setting, and compelling narrative, The
Poppy Parker is a must-read for anyone aged 12 and above. Jane Thompson's
talent for storytelling shines through in every page, capturing the essence of
growing up and reminding readers that no matter the struggles they face, they are
not alone.

So dive into the world of The Poppy Parker, immerse yourself in a story that will
tug at your heartstrings, and discover the power of realistic fiction. This book is a
true gem that will leave a lasting impression, long after you've turned the final
page.
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She has to save her grandma and their home.

She also needs to avoid a dangerous criminal.

And she must ... definitely ... save the dog.

When her Grandma Beth has a stroke and ends up in the hospital, twelve year-
old Poppy is determined to come up with a plan to get their life together back to
normal. But how is she supposed to do that while there's a dangerous criminal
seeking to shut her up for good?

Poppy soon ends up in the most unusual form of witness protection ever. She'll
be temporarily staying with the lead detective's mother. Who happens to be really
nice. And Poppy starts to feel almost at home. She even makes sort of friends
with a girl named Lizzie, and happily befriends Gunner, a beautiful German
Shepherd with an uncertain future. 
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But she still needs to get Grandma Beth back home, without letting the criminal
catch her. And she and Lizzie still need to find a way to save Gunner. 

There's just one scary question left.

What will happen if the criminal is put safely behind bars, but Grandma Beth still
can't come home? 

"A compelling, emotionally-gripping read."--Booklist

2016-2017 Kansas William Allen White award

2016 Missouri Mark Twain reader's award
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