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Freemasonry, a fraternity shrouded in secrecy, has fascinated the world for
centuries. The enigmatic rituals, symbols, and traditions associated with this
ancient brotherhood have piqued the curiosity of countless individuals. Among the
many renowned authors who have explored the subject, Joseph Fort Newton
stands out as one of the most influential interpreters of Freemasonry's romance.

Who was Joseph Fort Newton? A prolific writer, Newton was an American Baptist
minister and author born in 1876. He became renowned for his ability to
demystify the esoteric world of Freemasonry, providing readers with insights into
an often misunderstood fraternity. In his most famous work, "The Builders: A Story
and Study of Masonry," Newton delves deep into the heart of Freemasonry,
unveiling its concealed mysteries and revealing its profound teachings. With
eloquence and profound knowledge, Newton reassures readers that
Freemasonry is, at its core, a noble and virtuous institution.

Newton's writing style possesses a unique charm that captivates readers from the
very beginning. With a meticulous attention to detail and a flair for storytelling, he
skillfully weaves together historical facts, legends, and mythologies surrounding
Freemasonry. He takes us on a journey through time, exploring the origins of the
craft and tracing its evolution across continents and centuries.
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One cannot appreciate Newton's brilliance without recognizing the impact of his
book, "The Builders." This seminal work not only provides a comprehensive
overview of Freemasonry but also instills a sense of awe and wonder in the
reader. Through Newton's narrative, the symbols and rituals of Freemasonry
come alive, taking on a profound significance and spiritual depth.

Central to Newton's presentation is the belief that Freemasonry is a universal
institution, transcending borders, religions, and cultures. He asserts that its
teachings have been handed down through generations, preserving ancient
wisdom and moral principles that continue to resonate with the modern world.
Consequently, Freemasonry's timeless nature is a testament to its enduring
relevance and significance.

The Secrets Behind Freemasonry's Symbols

Newton's exploration of Freemasonry's symbols is particularly insightful, shedding
light on their hidden meanings and significance. For instance, he elucidates the
symbolism of the square and compass, the most recognized and widely used
symbols in Freemasonry. Though their appearance may seem simple, Newton
reveals the profound metaphorical implications that lie beneath their surface.
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The square represents morality, justice, and righteousness, emphasizing the
importance of leading an upright and virtuous life. Meanwhile, the compass
symbolizes self-control, temperance, and the ability to navigate life's challenges.
Together, these symbols encourage Freemasons to strive for personal growth
and the betterment of society.

Another captivating symbol Newton examines is the apron. Worn during Masonic
ceremonies, the apron is a tangible reminder of a freemason's duty to uphold the
principles of the craft. It serves as a symbol of honor and integrity, reminding its
wearer of the commitment to truth, charity, and brotherly love.

The Freemasons: Guardians of Ancient Wisdom

Throughout history, Freemasonry has acted as a custodian of ancient wisdom,
preserving teachings that were once exclusive to secret societies and spiritual
orders. Newton underscores this significant aspect of Freemasonry, emphasizing
the role of the fraternity as inheritors of profound knowledge.

One notable example is the connection Newton draws between Freemasonry and
the architectural masterpiece, the Great Pyramid of Giza. He posits that
Freemasonry symbolically originated within the builders of the ancient pyramids,
signifying a continuity of knowledge and principles from ancient civilizations to the
present.

Furthermore, Newton delves into the interconnectedness of Freemasonry with
other notable institutions such as the Knights Templar, connecting the dots
between different esoteric traditions. By examining their historical relationships,
he reveals the intricate web of influences that have shaped Freemasonry
throughout the ages.

The Moral and Social Impact of Freemasonry



Joseph Fort Newton firmly believed that Freemasonry had a profound impact not
only on individual lives but also on society as a whole. His works strive to
promote the core values of the brotherhood, including morality, charity, and
mutual respect.

Through his writings, Newton emphasizes the transformative power of
Freemasonry. By engaging in self-reflection and self-improvement, Freemasons
are encouraged to become better individuals, cultivating virtues that inspire them
to contribute positively to the world around them. Through acts of charity and
benevolence, Freemasonry seeks to alleviate suffering and promote social
harmony.

Newton also addresses the misconceptions and controversies surrounding
Freemasonry head-on, highlighting the misconception that it is a secret society
with ulterior motives. He argues that Freemasonry's "secrets" are merely
ceremonial, intended to enhance the initiatory experience and promote
camaraderie among members. Newton's lucid explanations demystify common
misunderstandings, helping readers see Freemasonry in a new light.

The Enduring Legacy of Joseph Fort Newton

Joseph Fort Newton's contribution to the understanding of Freemasonry cannot
be overstated. His writings have opened doors to the mysteries and traditions
surrounding this ancient fraternity, making the Craft accessible to all who seek
knowledge and understanding. Newton's passion for Freemasonry shines
through his eloquent prose, instilling a love and reverence for the fraternity in his
readers.

Whether one is a Freemason or an outsider curious about the Craft, Joseph Fort
Newton's works provide an invaluable resource for unraveling the enigmatic world



of Freemasonry. Through his writings, he encourages us to embrace the romance
of the Craft, inspiring us to delve deeper into its intricacies and discover the
profound lessons it holds.

In a world often plagued by discord and division, the enduring principles of
Freemasonry offer a glimmer of hope, reminding us of our shared humanity and
the possibility of a more harmonious existence. Joseph Fort Newton, through his
dedication to illuminating the mysteries of Freemasonry, invites us to partake in
this spiritual journey and experience the romance that lies within.
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The Romance of Freemasonry, which we have the honor of republishing today, is
the text of an illuminating speech that Brother Joseph Fort Newton addressed to
twelve hundred members of the Grand Lodge of Canada, in the Province of
Ontario, assembled at a banquet in the Royal York Hotel, Toronto, on Wednesday
evening, July 19th, 1939.
«Going back and back and back, sifting all kinds of wild legends, I sought to find
the real facts about real Masons and put them forth in an understanding way. (…)
I have tried to do two things; first to induce Masons to know more about Masonry;
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second, to convey knowledge to them that they may be able to know more
intelligently of the constructive life of truthful Masonry.
Yes, it is a romance. It was romantic in its origin. Let me sketch it briefly. The
world has cracked up and gone to pieces, not for the first time nor for the last,
with wars and then stretches of peace and re-organization all in our generation.
The cozy, comfortable world of the Middle Ages was shattered by the Revival of
Learning. It was broken up politically by the advent of nationalism, by the people
of the north outside of the old Roman Empire. It was later upset by the Industrial
Revolution and still later by the march of the victory of modern science.
The Roman Catholics gave to the men of the Middle Ages a shrine that still
stands. It may be found useful again. We have found today, in the breaking up of
the Middle Ages, that they had two commanding philosophies of life but with the
breaking up of the Middle Ages, as far as is realized, we created our modern
world, and from among them – Free Masonry, instead of a response of an
unformulated aspiration.
(…) If it has been a romance in the past, will it be equally as romantic in
preserving the inheritance of my fathers and yours and our common race? Think
of what would happen to civilization if the first thing to be destroyed is the
Masonic Fraternity».
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