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governance and statecraft in India during the premodern era. This comprehensive
handbook is an invaluable resource for historians, researchers, and curious
minds alike, delving deep into India's ancient past to unravel the mysteries of its
political systems.

Uncovering the Secrets

Through meticulous research and analysis, the authors of this handbook have
successfully unearthed crucial information that allows us to comprehend the
complexities of India's premodern state structures. Covering various dynasties,
empires, and polities from different regions of India, each chapter presents a
detailed examination of the state in a particular period.
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Understanding Governance in Premodern India

One of the primary goals of The Routledge Handbook Of The State In Premodern
India is to foster a deeper understanding of how governance functioned in ancient
India. By studying the institutions, political systems, and administrative practices
prevalent during that time, readers gain valuable insights into the mechanisms
that shaped the nation.
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The handbook elucidates the strategies employed by rulers, the methods of
revenue collection, the role of bureaucracy, and the integration of various regions
into a unified empire. Additionally, it explores the social, cultural, and economic
impact of the state's policies on different sections of society.

Key Topics Explored

The book covers a wide range of topics, including:

The Mauryan Empire and its administrative framework

The Gupta Empire and the golden age of ancient Indian civilization

The Chola Dynasty and their maritime influence in South India

The Delhi Sultanate and the syncretic culture of medieval India

The Mughal Empire and its centralization efforts

The Maratha Empire and the decline of Mughal authority

Richly Illustrated and Accessible

One of the notable features of The Routledge Handbook Of The State In
Premodern India is its inclusion of numerous illustrations, maps, and photographs
that bring the text to life. The visual aids help readers visualize the ancient
landscapes, architecture, and artifacts associated with the discussed periods,
making the reading experience both engaging and immersive.

The Routledge Handbook Of The State In Premodern India is a meticulously
researched compilation, providing a comprehensive understanding of India's
historical governance systems. By exploring the intricacies of ancient Indian
political structures, readers are transported back in time and gain a deeper
appreciation for the nation's long and diverse history.



This handbook is an indispensable resource for anyone seeking to delve into the
complexities of premodern India and unravel the secrets of its governance.
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This handbook presents a multilayered and multidimensional history of state
formation in premodern India.

It explores dense and rich local and subregional historiography from the mid-first
millennium BC to the eighteenth century in South Asia. Shifting the focus away
from economic and political factors, this handbook revises the conventional
understanding of states and empires and locates them in their quotidian conduct
and activity on socio-cultural and concomitant factors.

Comprehensive in scope, this handbook addresses a range of themes connected
with the idea of state formation in the subcontinent. It includes discussions and
debates on ritual practices and the Brahmanical order in early India; the Delhi
Sultanate and role of Sultans among the Hindu kings; the cosmopolitan
‘Islamicate’ cultural influences on Puranic Hinduism; cultural background of the
Mughal state.
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The handbook examines new questions and ideologies of state formation, such
as:

·         facets of violence and resistance;

·         the significance of the autonomous spaces and forests;

·         regional elites, including ‘Little kings’; tribal background of some famous
cults;

·         trade and maritime commerce;

·         royal patronage, courtly manners, lineage formation;

·         imperial architecture, monuments, and temple, among others.

Featuring case studies from different part of the India subcontinent, and with
contributions by renowned historians, this authoritative handbook will be an
indispensable reading for teachers, scholars, and students of early India,
medieval India, premodern India, South Asian history, Asian history,
historiography, economic history, historical sociology, and South Asia studies.
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