The Temple Of Dawn - A Spectacle of Serenity
and Grandeur That Will Leave You Awestruck

The Temple Of Dawn, also known as Wat Arun, is an iconic and breathtaking
monument located in Bangkok, Thailand. This masterpiece of Thai architecture

stands tall and proud on the western banks of the Chao Phraya River.
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History and Significance

Constructed during the Ayutthaya period, the Temple Of Dawn was originally
called Wat Makok, after the village it stood in. It underwent numerous renovations
and expansions before gaining its current form in the early 19th century. The

temple is dedicated to the Hindu god Aruna, often associated with the rising sun.
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The temple's distinct spires, or prangs, representing Mount Meru, the mythical
home of the gods, are laden with symbolic and religious interpretations. The
intricate stuccowork and finely crafted porcelain tiles tell tales of ancient Thai
history and mythology, making the temple a captivating destination for history

buffs and culture enthusiasts.

Architectural Marvel
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One cannot help but be mesmerized by the intricate details of the Temple Of
Dawn. The central prang stands at an impressive height of more than 70 meters,
mirroring the concept of reaching for the heavens. As the sun illuminates the
temple, it creates a mesmerizing sight, with the intricate designs and dazzling

porcelain reflecting shades of gold, silver, and blue.

Exploring Wat Arun

Visiting Wat Arun is like stepping into a mythical world. As you climb the narrow
and steep steps of the central prang, you are rewarded with breathtaking
panoramic views of the Chao Phraya River and the surrounding cityscape. The

temple's courtyards house various Buddha images, each exuding a sense of

peace and spirituality.
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Exploring the temple grounds allows you to delve deeper into Thai history and
culture. The beautifully manicured gardens, ornate pavilions, and sacred
sculptures create an atmosphere of tranquility, perfect for introspection and

relaxation.

The Evening Enchantment

While the Temple Of Dawn is a breathtaking sight during the day, it transforms
into a magical wonderland at night. llluminated with countless lights, the temple's
reflective glory on the rippling river is an enchanting sight to behold. A river cruise
under the starlit sky allows you to witness the temple's ethereal beauty and its

reflection on the water, creating unforgettable memories.

How to Reach Wat Arun
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Wat Arun can be easily accessed by boat or ferry from various points along the
Chao Phraya River. Boats departing from popular tourist destinations like Sathon,
Tha Tien, and Maharaj Pier will take you directly to this landmark. Alternatively,

you can also choose to reach the temple by tuk-tuk or taxi.

The Temple Of Dawn, with its awe-inspiring architecture and serene ambiance, is
a must-visit attraction in Bangkok. Whether you are captivated by history, artistry,
or spirituality, this iconic landmark offers something for everyone. Don't miss the

chance to experience the grandeur and tranquility of the Temple Of Dawn.
Images Courtesy of Unsplash
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Yukio Mishima’s The Temple of Dawn is the third novel in his masterful tetralogy,
The Sea of Fertility. Here, Shigekuni Honda continues his pursuit of the

successive reincarnations of Kiyoaki Matsugae, his childhood friend.

Travelling in Thailand in the early 1940s, Shigekuni Honda, now a brilliant lawyer,

is granted an audience with a young Thai princess—an encounter that radically
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alters the course of his life. In spite of all reason, he is convinced she is the
reincarnated spirit of his friend Kiyoaki. As Honda goes to great lengths to
discover for certain if his theory is correct, The Temple of Dawn becomesthe story
of one man’s obsessive pursuit of a beautiful woman and his equally passionate

search for enlightenment.
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